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1 INTRODUCTION 

a) Background   

1.1 This document is the Update to the Sustainability Statement submitted to accompany the City 
Airport Development Programme (CADP) Appeal Proposals. It should be read in conjunction with 
both the original Sustainability Statement submitted to accompany the CADP Planning 
Applications to the London Borough of Newham (LBN) in July 2013 (references 13/01228/FUL 
(CADP1) and 13/01373/OUT (CADP2)), and the Updated Environmental Statement (UES).  Both 
this Update and the UES have been produced to account for the passage of time and delays that 
have arisen to the planning process to date, as well as to confirm that the proposed minor 
changes to the design of the CADP (that are considered to be non material) will not affect the 
findings of the original assessments. 

1.2 Following the resolution to grant planning permission by LBN on 3 February 2015, and 
subsequent direction by the Mayor of London (against officer’s recommendation) to refuse 
CADP1, London City Airport (the Airport) submitted an appeal to the Secretary of State against 
the refusal of CADP1. The Appeal is due to be considered at a Public Inquiry commencing in 
March 2016. CADP2 (for a Hotel) received a resolution to grant outline planning permission on 3 
February 2015 from LBN and is expected to be granted later in 2015. 

b) Proposed Minor Changes to CADP 

1.3 Since the submission of the original CADP 1 planning application, the Airport has identified an 
opportunity to incorporate minor design changes to the Western Terminal Extension (WTE) and 
Outbound Baggage (OBB) Facility, as described briefly below. 

1.4 The initial design for the Phase 1 WTE extended into a safeguarded zone adjoining the 
Docklands Light Railway (DLR) station and viaduct immediately adjacent to the Airport. This was 
considered acceptable given that DLR’s Guidance for Developers (Section 7.1 and 7.3) allows 
encroachments within a 5 metre Zone of Influence from permanent structures and permits below 
ground works by agreement depending upon the activities concerned and, where appropriate 
mitigation measures, being followed. The Airport has reviewed the design of the WTE and 
considers that the CADP building works can be undertaken with significantly less encroachment 
into the DLR safeguarded areas without a detrimental impact on future operation or design of the 
building. 

1.5 Separately, the DLR has requested that two parking bays be accommodated for vehicles 
servicing the DLR station in the Western Service Yard adjacent to the WTE. 

1.6 The outbound baggage (OBB) deck within the Facilitating Works is proposed to be extended by 
10 metres to the east in order to accommodate a revised baggage handling system (BHS) 
design. 

1.7 These minor scheme changes are illustrated on the updated planning application drawings 
prepared by Pascall+Watson that have been submitted to PINS in connection with CADP Appeal 
Proposals (see ‘Set 11: Proposed Minor Changes’ within the (September 2015) Consolidated 
Application Plans). 
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1.8 RPS has reviewed the proposed minor changes in order to evaluate whether they have the 
potential to materially affect the findings of the original Sustainability Statement (July 2013) 
submitted with the CADP planning application. This review concluded that the original 
Sustainability Statement continues to provide a valid account of the Airport’s sustainability 
priorities in relation to the proposed CADP and its potential to contribute positively to sustainable 
development. The proposed minor changes therefore have no material effect on the findings or 
conclusions of the original CADP Sustainability Statement (July 2013). 

c)  Update to the Sustainability Statement 

1.9 The remainder of this report provides relevant updated information to account for the passage of 
time since the original Sustainability Statement was submitted in July 2013. This update has 
been produced to: 

§ Provide an update to the overall policy context promoting sustainable aviation in the UK and 
to update any relevant national, regional and local sustainability policies; and 

§ Where relevant, update the review of the proposed CADP against key sustainability 
indicators, taking account of the delays to the planned implementation programme and 
updated data from the Airport's 2014 Annual Performance Report with regards to the 
Sustainability Strategy and Airport Sustainability Action Plan. 

1.10 Each section of this update sets out how, if at all, the information in the original Sustainability 
Statement has been updated to account for the factors set out above. Save as updated by this 
Update, the information contained in the original Sustainability Statement and the overall strategy 
set out with regards the sustainable development of the CADP stands as reported in July 2013.  
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2 UPDATED POLICY CONTEXT 

a) Political Drivers   

2.1 UK Aviation Policy remains as set out in the Aviation Policy Framework (APF), published in 
March 2013. It remains a Government priority “to make better use of existing runways at all UK 
airports”, whilst also ensuring that the aviation sector should support sustainable development 
and be delivered in a way which is consistent with its principles.  The policy context for the 
consideration of CADP remains largely unchanged from that set out in Section 3 of the July 2013 
Sustainability Statement. More recent publications are set out below; however these do not 
materially affect the findings of the original CADP Sustainability Statement. 

i. The Committee on Climate Change 

2.2 The Committee on Climate Change (the CCC) is an independent, statutory body established 
under the Climate Change Act 2008 whose purpose is to advise the UK Government on 
emissions targets and report to Parliament on progress made in reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and preparing for climate change. 

2.3 The CCC has recently produced the following reports of relevance to the aviation sector and the 
CADP application: 

§ International Aviation and Shipping Review: the most recent review (April, 2012) provides 
statutory advice on the inclusion of international aviation and shipping within the scope of 
carbon budgets.    

§ Meeting Carbon Budgets – 2014 Progress Report to Parliament – the CCC’s 2014 Progress 
Report (July, 2014) looks at emissions trends over the past year and evaluates underlying 
progress in implementing carbon-reduction measures and policies in the UK. Whilst the first 
carbon budget has been met, and progress made on development and implementation of 
some policies, the main conclusion is that strengthening of policies will be needed to meet 
future budgets. 

ii. The Airport’s Commission 

2.4 The Airports Commission (AC) was established in November 2012 with the principal remit of 
identifying short, medium and long term solutions to meeting the UK’s aviation capacity and 
connectivity needs. The AC produced an Interim Report at the end of 2013 and a final report with 
recommendations to the Government was produced at the beginning of July 2015. The 
Government is expected to respond to these recommendations, which are then intended to be 
encompassed in a National Policy Statement for aviation, to accelerate the resolution of any 
future planning applications to provide such capacity. 

2.5 Regarding climate change, the Commission’s final report (July 2015) incorporated a range of 
future outcomes for managing carbon emissions from aviation, including the operation of a global 
or European trading system (considered through the carbon-traded forecasts and analysis) and 
through approaches which do not allow for any increase above the Committee on Climate 
Change’s planning assumption for aviation emissions. 
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b) Industry Drivers 

2.6 Aside from the obvious global challenge of climate change, the aviation industry also has the 
potential to affect a number of other environmental and sustainability issues on both a local, 
regional and national scale.  

i. Sustainable Aviation 

2.7 Sustainable Aviation (SA) was launched in 2005 to bring together the main players from UK 
airlines, airports, engine and airframe manufacturers and air navigation service providers. It is 
unique in the UK transport sector in representing a proactive coalition of the aviation industry, 
established specifically to address sustainability issues. The Airport is a signatory of Sustainable 
Aviation. 

2.8 Four Progress Reports on the Sustainable Aviation Strategy1 have been published to date; the 
fourth and most recent Progress Report2 covers the last period up to the end of 2013. The focus 
of the group’s activities during this period has been on climate change and noise, resulting in in-
depth Road-Maps showing how future growth in UK aviation to 2050 can be accommodated 
without significant increases in absolute CO2 emissions, and with reductions in noise output. 

c) Sustainability Policy Drivers 

2.9 For the most part, national, regional and local sustainability policies relevant to the CADP remain 
as set out in the Sustainability Statement (July 2013).  However, there has been an update to the 
London Plan, which is the strategic plan setting out an integrated social, economic and 
environmental framework for the future development of London.  A consolidated version of the 
London Plan was published in March 2015 (Consolidated with Alterations Since 2011: Revised 
early Alterations to the London Plan (2013), and Further Alterations to the London Plan (2014)). 

2.10 Policy 5.3 ‘Sustainable Design and Construction’ of the London Plan remains unchanged and 
continues to seek to ensure: 

‘The highest standards of sustainable design and construction 
should be achieved in London to improve the environmental 
performance of new developments and to adapt to the effects of 
climate change over their lifetime.’ 

2.11 The Mayor’s supplementary planning guidance (SPG) on Sustainable Design and Construction 
was also updated in April 2014. This SPG provides guidance on the implementation of London 
Plan Policy 5.3, as well as a range of policies, primarily in Chapters 5 and 7 of the London Plan 
(2015) that deal with matters relating to environmental sustainability. 

2.12 To support the policies in the London Plan, the SPG includes guidance on: 

§ Energy efficient design; 

§ Meeting the carbon dioxide reduction targets; 

§ Decentralised energy; 

                                                   

1 Sustainable Aviation, 2005. ‘A Strategy Towards Sustainable Development of UK Aviation’, SA. 
2 Sustainable Aviation, (2013); The Sustainable Aviation Progress Report 2013. SA 
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§ How to off-set carbon dioxide where the targets set out in the London Plan are not met; 

§ Retro-fitting measures; 

§ Support for monitoring energy use during occupation; 

§ An introduction to resilience and demand side response; 

§ Air quality neutral; 

§ Resilience to flooding; 

§ Urban greening; 

§ Pollution control; 

§ Basements policy and developments; and 

§ Local food growing. 
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3 UPDATE TO KEY SUSTAINABILITY OBJECTIVES 

a) Sustainability Strategy and Airport Sustainability Action Plan 

3.1 The CADP proposals are benchmarked against the Airport's own overarching sustainability vision 
and targets as set out in the Airport Sustainability Strategy and Airport Sustainability Action Plan 
(June, 2012). This overarching strategy remains in place at the Airport, and the Action Plan 
continues to provide a series of objectives and targets for managing the Airport's key 
sustainability priorities.  

3.2 The Airport reports its progress with an Annual Performance Report (APR) which is published at 
the end of July each year. The APR for the calendar year 2014 has therefore been used to inform 
the update to the Airport’s key sustainability objectives in the remaining section of this report. 

3.3 Table 3.1 below sets out the relevant updates to the key sustainability issues presented in the 
original July 2013 Sustainability Statement. Importantly, these updates serve to clarify or verify 
the original information contained in the CADP Sustainability Statement; they do not materially 
change its findings or conclusions. 
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b) BREEAM Assessment of the Proposed CADP 

3.4 As stated within the original CADP Sustainability Statement, the Airport is committed to achieving 
a minimum BREEAM rating of ‘Very Good’ for the proposed new buildings associated with the 
CADP. Since the submission of the CADP planning application in July 2013, the Airport has 
developed, in consultation with the Building Research Establishment (BRE), Bespoke Multiple 
Building BREEAM assessment criteria which can be applied to the proposed new CADP 
buildings. This was developed because the CADP project is complex and the specific function of 
the proposed new CADP buildings does not easily fall under any one of the BREEAM New 
Construction (NC) schemes. A BREEAM Bespoke scoping stage was therefore undertaken in 
2014 to draw up and agree with BRE the Bespoke assessment criteria for the CADP.  

3.5 The Bespoke CADP BREEAM criteria was then used to update the original BREEAM pre-
assessment that was submitted with the CADP planning application (which at the time used a 
standard BREEAM NC version) to ensure that there was still an achievable credit framework to 
meet the required ‘Very Good’ rating. This exercise found that the predicted Bespoke BREEAM 
pre-assessment score for the CADP remained at the ‘Very Good’ level and the target credits to 
achieve this required rating therefore continue to be committed to by the Airport. 

3.6 As the BREEAM process is designed to be iterative and flexible, using this updated pre-
assessment framework, the benchmarking process will continue throughout the CADP design 
development and procurement in order to monitor the progress towards attaining the overall 
target rating. 
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4 CONCLUSION 

4.1 This report provides an Update to the original CADP Sustainability Statement submitted to 
accompany the CADP planning application in July 2013; it has been produced to account for the 
passage of time and delays that have arisen to the planning process to date and to support the 
CADP Appeal Proposals. 

4.2 The minor design changes proposed to the CADP have been reviewed by RPS to evaluate 
whether they have the potential to materially affect the findings of the original Sustainability 
Statement (July 2013). The review concluded that the original Sustainability Statement continues 
to provide a valid account of the Airport’s sustainability priorities in relation to the proposed CADP 
and its potential to contribute positively to sustainable development. 

4.3 This Update to the Sustainability Statement has provided: 

§ An update to the overall political context promoting sustainable aviation in the UK and to 
relevant regional sustainability policies; and 

§ Relevant updates to the key sustainability indicators of the proposed CADP, taking account 
of updated data from the Airport's Annual Performance Reporting with regards to the Airport 
Sustainability Action Plan and any relevant additional information provided by the Updated 
Environmental Statement (UES). 

4.4 The above updates to the Sustainability Statement do not affect the Airport’s proposed 
sustainability strategy with regards the construction and operation of the CADP nor do they affect 
any of the findings and conclusions presented within the CADP Sustainability Statement (July 
2013). 

4.5 In conclusion, the Sustainability Statement (July 2013) and this Update to the Sustainability 
Statement demonstrates that the proposed CADP will meet the key policy objectives, responding 
to local needs and requirements, and conforming to many best practice standards for sustainable 
design, construction and management. 

 

 

 

 


