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1. Introduction 
 

1.1. Background 

 

1.1.1 On 17 April 2023 Network Rail Infrastructure Limited (Network Rail) submitted an 

application (Application) to the Secretary of State for Transport to make the 

Network Rail (Old Oak Common Great Western Mainline Track Access) Order 

(Order). The Application was made under sections 1 and 5 of the Transport and 

Works Act 1992. 

 

1.1.2 The purpose of the Order is to secure compulsory acquisition of rights in land, the 

temporary use of land and rights to undertake minor ancillary works which are 

required in relation to the proposed development of a temporary and permanent 

road rail vehicle (RRV) access point on to the Great Western Main Line (GWML) to 

enable delivery of the Old Oak Common Station, as well as further maintenance of 

the railway. 

 

1.1.3 The Application was submitted in accordance with the Transport and Works 

Applications and Objections Procedure) (England and Wales) Rules 2006 (S.I. 2006 

No. 1466) (2006 Rules) and was supported by a Consultation Report. It has also been 

the subject of publicity and notices in accordance with the 2006 Rules.  

 

1.1.4 On 23 June 2023 Network Rail was notified of Department for Transport's decision 

to hold an inquiry into the Application.  

 

1.1.5 On his review of the application documents for the Order, the Inspector appointed 

to conduct a Public Inquiry into the Order noted the annotated Schedule 5 and 6 of 

the Application rules set out in the Consultation Report submitted with the 

Application and requested that brief details be given to explain "not applicable" 

annotation given for: 

 

1.1.5.1 Schedule 5 – nos 24, 27 and 28; and 

 

1.1.5.2 Schedule 6 – nos 6(ii) and 11.  

 

1.1.6 This information was provided by Network Rail in Mr Fleming's Proof of Evidence 

which was submitted to the Inspector on 16 October 2023.  

 

1.1.7 Further correspondence was received from the Inspector on 18 October 2023 in 

relation to Network Rail's obligation to consult the Mayor of London, the relevant 

Fire and Rescue Service and the Local Highway Authority on the Order. An 

Emergency Pre-Inquiry Meeting was subsequently held on 27 October 2023, in 

which it was agreed that, subject to the Secretary of State advising otherwise, 

Network Rail would consult: 

 

1.1.7.1 Transport for London, in their capacity as local authority for the purposes of 

the 2006 Rules; 
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1.1.7.2 His Majesty's Railways Inspectorate;  

 

1.1.7.3 the Mayor of London; 

 

1.1.7.4 the relevant Fire and Rescue Service; and  

 

1.1.7.5 the Local Highway Authority. 

 

1.1.8 On 1 November 2023 Network Rail issued consultation/notification letters to the 

above parties, as well as the Metropolitan Police, in their capacity as the relevant 

police authority. All letters asked for responses to be provided by 14 December 

2023; a period of at least 42 days from the date of the notice. 

 

1.1.9 This Report provides a summary of responses received in response to the 

consultation/notification letters referred to above. 

 

2. Summary of Consultation 

 

        2.1 Consultation Overview 

 

2.1.1 Consultation was undertaken from 1st November 2023 – 14th December 2023, to 

allow for the Statutory 42-day period to provide a response.  

 

2.1.2 Each consultee, identified above, was sent a letter via email, which provided an 

introduction and overview of the Order scheme, including the benefits of the 

proposals, why they were being consulted and how to respond. An example of these 

letters can be found in Appendix 1.  

 

2.1.3 The letter provided details of the dedicated Network Rail email 

OOCRailCompound@networkrail.co.uk to allow them to respond. 

  

2.1.4 The letter also set out how the consultees were able to submit an Objection to the 

Order application in writing to the Secretary of State for Transport c/o Transport 

Infrastructure Planning Unit, Department for Transport, Great Minster house, 33 

Horseferry Road, London SW1P 4DR or via email 

transportandinfrastructure@dft.gov.uk  

 

         2.2 Consultation Responses 

 

2.1.5 Mayor of London 

 

At the time of writing this report, a response has not been received from the Mayor 

of London.  

 

2.1.6 Transport for London 

mailto:OOCRailCompound@networkrail.co.uk
mailto:transportandinfrastructure@dft.gov.uk
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At the time of writing this report, a response has not been received from the 

Transport for London.  

 

2.1.7 London Borough of Ealing in their capacity as Highway Authority 

 

At the time of writing this report, a response has not been received from the London 

Borough of Ealing in their capacity as Highway Authority.  Network Rail previously 

had meetings with the Head of Transport,  Planning Services and the Highway team, 

at which concerns were not expressed.  

 

2.1.8 Metropolitan Police  

 

On the 1st November 2023, Aimi Blackmore, Consents Manager, called the 

Metropolitan Police to obtain details of an appropriate contact to whom to address 

the consultation letter, as the online form that had previously been provided did 

now allow the full consultation document to be sent.   The representative provided 

appropriate contact details to whom the consultation letter should be sent, and the 

letter was sent to that person.  The person to whom Ms Blackmore spoke, advised 

her that, in their view, the subject of the consultation is not a Metropolitan Police 

matter. At the time of writing this report, no response has been received to the 

consultation letter.    

 

2.1.9 London Fire Brigade 

 

On 3rd November 2023, the London Fire Brigade responded as follows:  

 

“The London Fire Brigade (LFB) at present do not have any comments to make with 

regards to the Old Oak Common Mainline Track Access. The LFB would like to be 

consulted prior to works being undertaken to ensure that fire service access and fire 

fighting provisions are provided to the site.”  

 

Network Rail will share plans with LFB once they have been finalised and, in any 

event, prior to works being undertaken. 

 

2.1.10 His Majesty’s Railway Inspectorate 

 

On 8th December 2023, the Office for Rail and Road responded as follows: 

 

“Further to Alex’s email below I can confirm that ORR has no comment in response 

to this consultation.” 

 

3. Conclusion 

 

At the time of writing this report, no concerns have been raised by the additional consultees. 

However, should anything arise from these parties at a later date, now that the consultation  
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period has closed, Network Rail will address them promptly. Plans will be shared with London 

Fire Brigade, once available.  

 

Network Rail remains committed to engaging with Bellaview Properties Limited and STARK 

with a view to securing a mutually beneficial agreement to secure the Order land.  

 

Engagement is ongoing with Ms Kuszta, who raised concerns about the impact of the 

operations to her and her neighbours at Inquiry. Network Rail has arranged a meeting with 

Ms Kuszta on the 20th December 2023 at her property to further address her concerns and 

run through the proposals again. We are hopeful that this meeting will help to alleviate her 

concerns.  
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Appendix 1 – Example Letter 
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