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u  The grey milestones indicates the potential future competition timescales based on the published ITT contract lengths.

   The UK Government has agreed in principle to transfer franchising powers to the Welsh Government who are leading and undertaking the procurement of the next Wales and Borders Franchise.    

     THIS RAIL FRANCHISE SCHEDULE REFLECTS THE INFORMATION  IN THE QUALIFICATION SYSTEM NOTICE (QSN).  SEE THE OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION (OJEU) FOR THE MOST UP TO DATE VERSION. FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE 
     DEPARTMENT’S APPROACH TO RAIL FRANCHISING, PLEASE REFER TO THE RAIL FRANCHISING PAGES OF THE GOV.UK WEBSITE (www.gov.uk/government/collections/rail-franchising).
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Extension of 6 reporting periods to Dec 18 assumed.

A further 1 additional reporting period is available at SoS discretion
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