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Anglia Level Crossing Proposals
C12 – Silt Drove (March Parish)

Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy Summary Sheet – September 2016

Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose. It has
developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at around 130 level crossings in
Anglia. Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:

 Improve the safety of level crossing users
 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in supporting the regional and UK economy
 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the railway
 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway users
 Improve journey time reliability for railway, highway and other rights of way users

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any new
bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable.

Silt Drove is one of the level crossings in the County of Cambridgeshire. It is located in March Parish and has
the postcode PE15 0DB. This is a public highway user worked crossing with telephone. The railway at this
crossing carries passenger and freight with a line speed of 60 mph. There are generally 171 trains passing
through this level crossing per day.

Network Rail’s level crossing risk assessments are supported by use of the All Level Crossing Risk Model
(ALCRM). This produces a score for the ‘individual risk’ presented as a letter ranging from A to M, where A is
the highest risk and M is the lowest. In addition, the ‘collective risk’ is based on the number of people who use
the crossing and is presented as a number ranging from 1 to 13, where 1 is the highest risk and 13 is the
lowest. Silt Drove level crossing currently has an ALCRM score of B4 which is considered high risk. Key issues
relate to frequent trains and short sighting times. There were 10 incidents of misuse, 5 near misses and no
accidents at this crossing between 2011 and 2015.

Public consultation was undertaken in June on initial options for changes. At this level crossing, twenty-three
questionnaire responses were received. For Silt Drove, a summary of the questionnaire responses is shown
below (route colours refer to the June 2016 Stage 1 consultation plan – please see the project website for
details):

 17% of responses agreed with the proposals
 17% of responses were neutral towards the proposals
 61% of responses disagreed with the proposals

 13% of responses agreed with the red route
 30% of responses agreed with the blue route
 43% of responses prefered an other route
 13% of responses did not state a preference

General concerns were raised that the diversionary route was not suitable for agricultural traffic. We
listened to this and have amended the proposals to incorporate agricultural use of the crossing.

As part of the consultation process a wide range of statutory consultees, landowners and user groups were
also consulted. The responses received have been taken into account when determining the preferred option.

During June and July of this year, Network Rail undertook new census surveys of the number and type of level
crossing users. A three day census was undertaken (Saturday, Sunday and Monday) and the daily usage was
as follows (during this census dismounted cyclists have been classed as pedestrians):

Weekday (Monday) 62 pedestrians 0 cyclists 0 equestrians 0 vehicles
Weekend (average daily) 36 pedestrians 0 cyclists 0 equestrians 0 vehicles

The consultation feedback together with a range of other factors such as user safety and convenience,
environmental impacts and economic factors were used to determine a preferred option. In this case, the blue
route shown at the June 2016 Stage 1 consultation has been taken forward.

Our preferred option is to downgrade the level crossing to a public bridleway with retained private vehicle
rights (where any are identified). Public motorised users would make use of Silt Road, Upwell Road, Morton
Avenue and Badgeney Road automatic half barrier level crossing (ALCRM score C3) to re connect with the
continuation of Silt Road. New locked vehicular gates and bridleway gates with mounting blocks will be
provided at Silt Drove crossing. The existing telephone will be retained on site at Silt Drove.

Diversion lengths:
 Public motorised users will be diverted by approximately 970m in additional distance
 Non-motorised users will remain unaffected

Those existing users wishing to claim private crossing rights should make it known to Network Rail and state
their case by using the email or telephone number below.

Photo 1: Existing level crossing – Silt Drove Photo 2: Alternative railway crossing – Badgeney
Road

Photo locations are shown on the plan overleaf.

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at:
www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level
crossing identification number C12 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised
ahead of submitting a Transport and Works Act Order to the Secretary of State.

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline:
03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing
Proposals.
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Anglia Level Crossing Proposals
C33 – Jack O'Tell (Adam's Crossing) (Waterbeach Parish)

Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy Summary Sheet – September 2016

Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose. It has
developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at around 130 level crossings in
Anglia. Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:

 Improve the safety of level crossing users
 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in supporting the regional and UK economy
 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the railway
 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway users
 Improve journey time reliability for railway, highway and other rights of way users

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any new
bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable.

Jack O'Tell (Adam's Crossing) is one of the level crossings in the County of Cambridgeshire. It is located in
Waterbeach Parish and has the postcode CB25 9LR. This is a public footpath Stop, Look and Listen crossing
with private vehicle user worked gates where the users have to make their own judgement whether it is safe
to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight with a line speed of 90 mph. There are
generally 186 trains passing through this level crossing per day.

Network Rail’s level crossing risk assessments are supported by use of the All Level Crossing Risk Model
(ALCRM). This produces a score for the ‘individual risk’ presented as a letter ranging from A to M, where A is
the highest risk and M is the lowest. In addition ‘collective risk’ is based on the number of people who use the
crossing, and is presented as a number ranging from 1 to 13, where 1 is the highest risk and 13 is the lowest.
Jack O'Tell (Adam's Crossing) level crossing currently has an ALCRM score of A2 which is considered high risk
for the vehicular crossing. Key issues relate to deliberate misuse or user error, large numbers of users,
frequent trains, and sun glare. There were no incidents of misuse, 2 near misses and no accidents at this
crossing between 2011 and 2015.

Public consultation was undertaken in June on initial options for changes at this level crossing. At this level
crossing, one questionnaire responses were received. For Jack O'Tell (Adam's Crossing) a summary of the
questionnaire responses is shown below (route colours refer to the June 2016 Stage 1 consultation plan –
please see the project website for details):

 100% of responses were neutral towards the proposals

 100% supported the red route

As part of the consultation process a wide range of statutory consultees, landowners and user groups
were also consulted. The responses received have been taken into account when determining the
preferred option.

The consultation feedback together with a range of other factors such as user safety and convenience,
environmental impacts and economic factors were used to determine a preferred option. In this case the red
route shown at the June 2016 Stage 1 consultation was taken forward.

Our preferred option is to close the private vehicle level crossing. The public footpath crossing for pedestrians
would remain open. In order to cross the railway by vehicular means a combination of private farm tracks
and adopted highway would be used to divert to Bannolds level crossing, which has automatic half barriers
and an ALCRM score of D5. At Jack O’Tell (Adam’s Crossing) level crossing pedestrian wicket gates would be
provided.

Diversion lengths:
 Vehicular users of the railway crossing would have their route increased up to approximately 7km
 Pedestrians would be unaffected

Photo 1: Existing level crossing Photo 2: Alternative railway crossing

Photo locations are shown on the plan overleaf.

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at:
www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level
crossing identification number C33 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised
ahead of submitting a Transport and Works Act Order to the Secretary of State.

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline:
03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing
Proposals.
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