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1.0 Introduction  

1.1 Background  

1.1.1 Rother Valley Railway (RVR) submitted a planning application to Rother District Council (RDC) 
in June 2014 for the reinstatement of a section of the Kent and East Sussex Railway (KESR) 
between the B2244 Junction Road and Northbridge Street, Robertsbridge, a distance of 
approximately 3.4 km. The application was accompanied by an Environmental Statement 
(ES)1 which reported the findings of a detailed Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
undertaken for the project. The planning application reference is RR/2014/1608/P 

1.1.2 Following submission of that application, but prior to its determination, changes to the scheme 
design were proposed and supplementary ecology information was made available at the 
request of the East Sussex County Council Ecologist. An EIA addendum2 was prepared to 
provide further explanation and information in relation to the assessment of impacts on 
ecology within and adjacent to the project site and to provide an update on changes to the 
other topic assessments arising as a result of minor changes to the Scheme design in 
response to discussions with the Environment Agency3. 

1.1.3 The Scheme was granted planning permission by RDC in March 2017 (Appendix A), subject to 
the completion of a number of pre-commencement conditions, including (at condition 3) that 
no development is to take place until a landscape and ecology management plan, including 
long term design objectives, management responsibilities and maintenance schedules has 
been submitted to and agreed in writing by the local planning authority.  

1.1.4 RVR is now preparing an application to the Secretary of State for Transport for an Order under 
the Transport and Works Act 1992 to authorise the construction of the railway between 
Northbridge Street and the B2244 at Udiam, and to provide statutory authorisation for the 
operation of the railway between Bodiam and the terminus at Robertsbridge station. The Order 
will include, if necessary, powers to acquire and use land compulsorily for the purposes of the 
proposed scheme.  

 

1 Rother Valley Railway Track Reinstatement between Northbridge Street and Junction Road – Environmental Statement. June 2014. 

Temple Group Ltd. 

2 Rother Valley Railway Track Reinstatement between Northbridge Street and Junction Road – Environmental Statement Addendum. 

October 2016. Temple Group Ltd. 

3 See paragraph 1.2 of the October 2016 ES Addendum. 
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1.1.5 As part of the application process, RVR sought a scoping opinion from the Secretary of State 
on 12 May 2017 in accordance with Rule 8 of the Transport and Works (Applications and 
Objections Procedure)(England and Wales) Rules 2006.4 That Scoping Opinion was received 
on 22 June 2017 and is provided at Appendix B. This ES Addendum has been prepared in 
accordance with the Scoping Opinion, with the result that the application for the Transport and 
Works Order is supported by the original ES of 2014, the October 2016 Addendum and this 
ES Addendum. 

1.2 Purpose of this Document  

1.2.1 The Scoping Opinion received from DfT confirmed that the Secretary of State agreed that the 
environmental information contained within the 2014 ES and 2016 ES Addendum “would 
provide an ES of sufficient scope for the purposes of a TWA application.” This was, however, 
subject to the following qualification: 

“The ES should pay due attention to the importance and relevance of the High Weald AONB 
Management Plan: appraising the proposed scheme against all the key landscape 
components and objectives in the management plan, identifying whether the scheme meets or 
brings about conflict with those components and objectives.” 

1.2.2 The Scoping Opinion included the consultation responses from the High Weald AONB Unit 
and Historic England (see Appendix B). 

1.2.3 The High Weald AONB Management Plan is referred to in section 8 (Landscape and Visual) of 
Volume 2 of the 2014 Environmental Statement, which concluded that the scheme would have 
an acceptable impact upon the character of the High Weald AONB. The purpose of this EA 
Addendum is to provide further explanation and clarification of the impacts of the proposed 
Scheme against the key landscape components and objectives described in the AONB 
Management Plan and identifying, in each case, whether the scheme is in accordance with or 
in conflict with those components and objectives. Although not part of the Scoping Opinion, 
this ES Addendum will also address the matters raised by Historic England. This document 
will, together with the 2014 ES and 2016 EA Addendum, support the TWA Order application 
for the Scheme and as such all three should be read in conjunction with each other.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 The proposed scheme is a transitional project for the purposes of the implementation in the UK of the 2014 EIA Directive. EU Member 

States had until May 2017 to transpose the 2014 Directive into national law. In the UK, the Town & Country Planning (Environmental 

Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 came into force on 17th May 2017. At the time of writing, the Transport & Works Act 1992 and the 

associated Application and Objections Procedure Rules have yet to be amended. 
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1.3 Summary of Responses to the Secretary of State’s Consultation on RVR’s 

Scoping Request 

1.3.1 The consultation response from the High Weald AONB Unit acknowledged that the main ES 
recognised the existence of the AONB and the High Weald AONB Management Plan, but 
expressed concern that the objectives set out in the Plan did not appear (on the face of the 
ES) to have been fully considered. The consultation response from Historic England noted the 
effects on Robertsbridge Abbey Scheduled Monument and Listed Buildings identified in the 
2014 Environmental Statement. Whilst not objecting to the proposals or advocating additional 
assessment, Historic England recommended that the applicant should be advised to reduce 
potential harm to designated heritage assets through the design and implementation of the 
scheme.  

1.3.2 This document primarily addresses the High Weald AONB’s concerns, clarifying how the 
objectives set out in the AONB Management Plan were used to develop the Landscape 
Strategy for the scheme.  It then provides a more detailed analysis of five defining 
characteristics of the AONB set out in the ‘Statement of Significance’, as set out in paragraph 
8.4.4 of Volume 2 of the main ES and identifies the extent to which the proposed scheme is 
either in accordance with or in conflict with each of the key objectives of the Management 
Plan. It also describes the potential contribution of the Scheme to the associated objectives 
that seek to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the area.  Finally, consideration is 
given to the opportunities presented by the scheme to contribute positively to the 
understanding and enjoyment of the AONB.  

1.3.3 The High Weald AONB Management Plan was first published as a 20-year strategy in 2004.  
By the time that the main ES was prepared, a second edition, adopted in March 2009 had 
been produced. The third edition, covering the period from 2014-2019, was published in March 
2014. Whilst the underlining objectives for the five defining characteristics of the AONB have 
not changed in any substantial way between editions, some of the targets set out for the new 
5-year period have been updated. This document therefore makes reference to the most 
recent third edition of the Plan, but also confirms that the conclusions reached by the main ES, 
relating to the objectives set out in the second edition remain fully valid.    

1.3.4 The issues raised by Historic England are largely related to the wider landscape issues and 
elements of the AONB Management Plan so these have been addressed in the text where 
appropriate. With respect to their comments on flood risk and potential impacts on the 
Robertsbridge Abbey Scheduled Monument, these are addressed in paras. 2.5.3 and 2.5.4 of 
this addendum. 
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2.0 Clarification of Landscape and Visual Issues  

2.1 2014 Environmental Statement Landscape and Visual Impacts Chapter  

2.1.1 This section provides further clarification relating to the scope and assessment of landscape 
and visual impacts in the 2014 ES insofar as they relate to the High Weald AONB’s 
consultation response to the DfT. 

2.1.2 The site lies within the administrative area of East Sussex and within the High Weald Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), which covers 80% of the District.  Paragraph 8.3.38 of 
the main Environment Statement (ES) identifies that initial consultations were undertaken prior 
to the submission of the Scope and Methodology Report with the County Landscape Officer 
and the High Weald AONB Unit.  The issues raised by the County Landscape Officer are then 
identified, but the response received from the High Weald AONB Unit is not specifically set 
out.  For clarification, it can therefore be confirmed that the response received from the AONB 
Unit relating to the Scope and Methodology for how the EIA of the Scheme should be 
undertaken identified the following issues (Appendix C): 

 The assessment should primarily be undertaken using the standard LVIA guidelines 
from the Landscape Institute;   

 The AONB Unit will be looking at the landscape impacts more than the visual ones, 
and will be assessing these against the High Weald AONB Management Plan 2004 
and its components of natural beauty.  This should be referred to in preference to a 
landscape character approach, although it was acknowledged that these two 
approaches would be complimentary to one another; 

 No key viewpoints where identified for specific consideration; and 

 It was confirmed that the AONB Unit did not have any specific guidance relating to 

potential mitigation measures. 

2.1.3 The response from the AONB Unit also noted that the majority of the railway line embankment 
was still in situ and that the surrounding area is largely arranged around this existing feature in 
the landscape.  Consequently, the AONB response stated that it was not anticipated that there 
would be any major impacts to the features of the landscape arising from the Scheme.  It was 
then indicated that mitigation would usually be sought in respect of complimentary land 
management activities to support the specific component features, for example woodland or 
species rich grassland. 

2.1.4 The five defining characteristics of the High Weald AONB identified by the Management Plan 
were previously set out in paragraph 8.4.4 of the main ES.  However, whilst these key 
characteristics of the AONB were considered along with the guidance in the East Sussex 
Landscape Character Assessment as part of the scheme design, the main ES did not present 
a detailed review of the relevant management objectives as the purpose of the main ES was to 
report the likely significant impacts of the scheme. 
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2.1.5 This Addendum therefore provides further details relating to the five components of natural 
beauty that are defined in the Statement of Significance and the management objectives for 
each of them set out in the AONB Management Plan.  It then identifies the extent to which the 
Scheme is in accordance with or is in conflict with the objectives, as required by the Scoping 
Opinion received from the DfT (set out in paragraph 1.2.1 of this Addendum).  

2.2 Role of the AONB Management Plan 

2.2.1 The Plan seeks to set out a well-reasoned series of management objectives based on the 
components of character.  The Plan states that it is anticipated that this approach will allow it 
to be used by all stakeholders as an objective and non-political tool for assessing the AONB 
perspective on wider matters, such as large-scale development or major policy changes. It 
may also be used to inform development control decisions. 

2.2.2 The AONB Management Plan identifies that it fulfils a legal requirement placed on all local 
authorities under the CRoW Act.  Its role is to provide a transparent and accessible means by 
which all public bodies can ensure that they are exercising their duty to have regard to the 
purposes of designation.  One of the key roles of the Plan is therefore to provide a means of 
focusing and where appropriate furthering the contributions sought by all its stakeholders to 
the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty. 

2.2.3 It is acknowledged that the character of the five key components was formed by the interaction 
of man and nature over an extended length of time, which has survived major historical events 
and social and technical logical changes to leave a landscape that appears essentially 
mediaeval in character, yet encompasses the survival of the features from many different 
periods of time.  It is evident that the remains of the railway embankment form part of the 
overall ‘time depth’ of the landscape, albeit from a rather more recent period than many of the 
historic agricultural land use practices that have given the landscape much of its local 
distinctiveness and character. 

Structure of AONB Management Plan 

2.2.4  The introduction identifies the overall purpose of the Plan and sets out the national context 
and the responsibilities of the AONB.  The ‘Conserving and Enhancing Natural Beauty’ section 
is then devoted to the five defining characteristics of the AONB and the associated objectives 
concerning the conservation and enhancement of the ‘natural beauty’.  This is followed by the 
part focusing on public ‘understanding and enjoyment’, which reflects the recreational 
purposes set out in the reasons for AONB designation. The third edition of the Plan identifies 
updated targets under each of the objectives for the period to 2019. The key issues raised by 
these two parts of the plan, particularly those of specific relevance to the Scheme, are 
summarised in section 2.3.  
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2.3 Issues and Objectives identified by AONB Management Plan 

Conserving and Enhancing Natural Beauty 

2.3.1 This part of the Management Plan provides a detailed analysis of the five defining 
characteristics of the High Weald AONB, as previously acknowledged in the main ES.  It then 
identifies the key issues and objectives for each of the defining characteristics which are 
intended to prevent the loss, damage or deterioration of any of the components. An extract 
from the third edition of the AONB Management Plan is presented in Appendix D setting out 
the full extent of the objectives for the five defining characteristics.   

2.3.2 The five defining characteristics are set out below, together with the key issues of particular 
relevance to the consideration of the Scheme: 

1. Geology, Landform, Water Systems and Climate 

2.3.3 The Plan identifies that the High Weald AONB is characterised by a deeply incised, ridged and 
faulted landform of clays and sandstone.  These ridgelines typically run east-west, with 
numerous streams running from them that form the headwaters to the rivers in the area.  Wide 
river valleys such as the Rother Valley then dominate the eastern part of the AONB.  The High 
Weald Land Manager’s Pack identifies that wet grassland is often found beside the rivers and 
that the periodic flooding of these areas was once part of the management of the land.  These 
riverside grasslands once formed part of an extensive system of water meadows that were 
used by landowners to increase the fertility of the land in preparation for summer grazing.  
However it is noted that wet grassland is a declining habitat, with much of the land having 
been drained resulting in loss of habitat and landscape value.  Allowing land close to rivers to 
revert to this type of habitat is identified as a potentially beneficial option. 

2.3.4 The vision under this heading is for a landscape in which sustainable landscape management 
takes care of the natural resources of geology, soil, landform and water systems whilst 
delivering a range of social, economic and environmental benefits.  It is identified that the 
entire AONB is an important water catchment, so it is advocated that much of the vision can 
be “realised through the adoption of river restoration policies that seek to maximise 
opportunities for natural processes to reduce flooding; improve water quality; reduce soil 
erosion; increase biodiversity and amenity value; and encourage environmentally responsible 
land management and agriculture.” 

2.3.5 The principal issues then relate to understanding and responding to the needs to mitigate and 
adapt to climate change and the effects that this will have on the key landscape features.  The 
objectives identified under this heading are as follows: 

G1 Objective: To restore the natural function of river catchments. 

G2 Objective: To protect the sandstone outcrops and other important geological 

features of the AONB. 

G3 Objective: Climatic conditions and rates of change which support continued 
conservation and enhancement of the High Weald's valued landscape and habitats. 
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2.3.6 It is evident that the Environment Agency, given its responsible for taking a strategic overview 
of the management of all sources of flooding, will also have a key role in defining how these 
objectives are pursued. This is acknowledged under the targets for 2019. 

2.3.7 The Plan objectives have been taken into account alongside the objectives of the Environment 
Agency River Basin Management Plan for the South East River Basin District. Culverts have 
only been used as part of the Scheme design where absolutely necessary to ensure proper 
functioning of the railway. Culverts have been designed sensitively to minimise any potential 
impact on water quality and biodiversity in accordance with the Water Framework Directive. All 
the proposed culverts were considered in detail in the WFD Screening Assessment included in 
the original ES, which made recommendations for the detailed design to ensure no adverse 
significant effects. The Environment Agency has since agreed the approach and designs, 
being satisfied that the designs do not adversely affect the functioning of the floodplain or 
significantly increase the flood risk to features and properties. 

2.3.8 Due to restricted access to much of the existing or proposed alignment during the assessment 
for the project, it was not possible to determine whether any existing or former water meadows 
are present within the vicinity of the scheme. 

2. Settlement 

2.3.9 The High Weald is characterised by dispersed historic farmsteads and hamlets and late 
mediaeval villages. The vision under this heading seeks a landscape in which the distinctive 
and historic pattern of settlement within the High Weald is protected in a way that positively 
contributes to the natural environment and improves connections between the settlements and 
the countryside.   

2.3.10 The objectives for the ‘settlements’ are as follows: 

S1 Objective: To reconnect settlements, residents and their supporting economic 

activity with the surrounding countryside. 

S2 Objective: To protect the historic pattern of settlement. 

S3 Objective: To enhance the architectural quality of the High Weald. 

2.3.11 The Plan identifies a need to better understand the role of dispersed settlements in the 
sustainable management of the AONB, along with the reversal of the decline in farmsteads 
engaged in land-based economic activities. There is then a need to better understand the 
capacity for change within the historic farmsteads and small settlements and to develop 
schemes that respect and reinforce the historic settlement pattern.  Although the reinstated 
railway will provide a degree of reconnection between Salehurst and the surrounding larger 
settlements, it is evident that the Scheme cannot reasonably be expected to contribute 
significantly to the other settlement objectives. 
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3. Routeways 

2.3.12 The High Weald is identified as being characterised by distinctive ancient routeways (many of 
which are now roads or public rights of way) in the form of ridge-top roads and a dense system 
of radiating droveways. The droveways are commonly narrow and deeply sunken, and edged 
with trees, hedgerows, wildflower rich verges and boundary banks. The vision seeks to find a 
balance between protecting the character of the distinctive lanes and rights of way and their 
function as features central to the economic and social well-being of the area. It is suggested 
that this should be secured by respecting the character of the lanes and rights of way and 
encouraging the use of sympathetic surfacing materials, reducing unnecessary highway 
furniture and promoting selected walking, cycling and riding routes. 

2.3.13 The objectives for the ‘routeways’ within the High Weald are as follows: 

R1 Objective: To maintain the historic pattern and features of routeways. 

R2 Objective: To enhance the ecological function of routeways. 

2.3.14 Key issues identified by the AONB Management Plan relating to Routeways objectives include 
a lack of protection for the vast majority of the ancient routeways, along with the increase in 
traffic using the narrow network of lanes, with the associated implications for safety, non-
vehicular use and loss of tranquillity. The condition and connectivity of the habitats along the 
routeways for wildlife should then also be improved, with guidelines for good management 
produced and promoted in order to secure their ecological value.  The RVR EIA does not 
anticipate giving rise to any issues relating to objective R1, and there will be opportunities to 
enhance the ecological function of railway embankments in accordance with objective R2. 

2.3.15 The railway, once re-instated will effectively restore a historic (Victorian) routeway. The railway 
corridor provides a readily identifiable local landscape feature and the proposed Landscape 
and Ecology Management Plan (required by the planning conditions) will provide an 
opportunity to preserve and enhance the ecological connectivity and function along the route 
and where it is crossed by Bridleway 36c. 

4. Woodland 

2.3.16 The AONB Management Plan identifies that the High Weald AONB has far more woodland 

than any other AONB and is characterised by the large extent of ancient woods, the value of 

which is inextricably linked to their long-term management. Consequently, the vision is for a 

nationally important assemblage of ancient woodlands within the area that are managed to 

maximise their full wildlife, landscape and historical value. The objectives for the ‘woodlands’ 

are as follows: 

W1 Objective: To maintain existing extent of woodland and particularly ancient 

woodland. 

W2 Objective: To enhance the ecological functioning of woodland at a landscape scale. 

 W3 Objective: To protect the archaeology and historic assets of AONB woodlands. 

W4 Objective: To increase the output of sustainably produced high-quality timber and 

underwood for local markets. 
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2.3.17 A number of issues are identified relating to the woodlands within the AONB, including neglect, 
fragmentation, poor connectivity and increased isolation, which in turn is degrading the 
ecological value and potential productivity of the woodlands. The dramatic decline in the 
timber market over the last 50 years and the loss of skilled woodland workers has then 
exacerbated the problems.  Whilst the Scheme will not impact upon any ancient woodlands 
and cannot therefore contribute to any of the wider enhancement aspirations, it is evident that 
the existing and/or proposed vegetation along the reinstated embankment would help to 
provide greater connectivity between areas of woodlands adjacent to the railway. 

 
5. Fields and Heath 

2.3.18 The Management Plan identifies that the High Weald AONB is characterised by small, 
irregular shaped and generally productive fields. These tend to be bounded by hedgerows and 
small woodlands, which form part of the characteristic mosaic or landscape pattern of the 
area. The vision therefore envisages a landscape in which the distinctive and historic pattern 
of fields is managed to maximise its full landscape, historic and ecological value, with the 
special qualities of the grassland and heathland habitats enhanced and managed by skilled 
land managers.  

2.3.19 The objectives under the ‘field and heath’ heading are as follows: 

FH1 Objective:  To secure agriculturally productive use for the fields of the High Weald, 

especially for local markets, as part of sustainable land management. 

FH2 Objective: To maintain the pattern of small irregularly shaped fields bounded by 
hedgerows and woodlands. 

FH3 Objective: To enhance the ecological function of field and heath as part of the 

complex mosaic of High Weald habitats. 

FH4 Objective: To protect the archaeology and historic assets of field and heath. 

2.3.20 Key issues include the declining extent of agriculture, with some land falling out of productive 
use and into amenity residential uses. There is therefore a tendency for scrubbing up in the 
neglected fields and heaths, leading to increased run-off, loss of key habitats and damage to 
historic features such as field boundaries and archaeological sites.  

2.3.21 Figure 2.5 in the main ES presents a series of historic maps dating from 1930 showing the 
land on either side of the original railway alignment.  By comparing these maps with modern 
aerial photographs, it is evident that a number of field boundaries have been removed from the 
areas adjacent to the original alignment of the railway in order to enlarge some of the 
agricultural fields, together in places with the removal of the embankment itself. Whilst these 
changes may have increased the agricultural productivity of the land, they have also to some 
extent had adverse impacts to the landscape, historic and ecological value of the landscape. 

 

 

 

 



 

www.templegroup.co.uk 10 
 

Rother Valley Railway Limited  

Track Reinstatement between Northbridge Street and Junction Road 
Environment Statement - Addendum  
 

Understanding and Enjoying the Area’s Special Qualities 

2.3.22 The overall vision set out within the ‘Understanding and enjoying’ part of the Management 
Plan seeks to promote the AONB as an area in which public understanding and the pursuit of 
enjoyment are increased in a manner that leads to more sustainable lifestyles and actions that 
protect and enhance the natural beauty of the High Weald.  It is noted that this vision could be 
realised through the promotion of leisure activities and education that increase the 
understanding and enjoyment of the character of the High Weald and reconnect people with 
the landscape.  It is therefore identified that key opportunities could include: 

 Stimulation of cultural activities that celebrate the character of the area and its icons, 
major historic events and famous people; 

 Initiatives that channel visitors towards locations with the capacity and infrastructure to 
support green tourism activities; and 

 Support of non-car transport that reduces traffic increases on lanes and maintains the 
comparative tranquillity and remoteness of the area. 

2.3.23 The top issues for public ‘understanding and enjoyment’ are identified as including the 
fragmented and inconsistent information available about the AONB, the need for higher 
standards for the areas rights of way and visitor services infrastructure and the lack of 
integration between visitor information and service providers.  In addition, traffic congestion, 
rubbish and the lack of non-car transport provision are identified as significant issues that 
diminish the enjoyment of the AONB. 

2.3.24 The key objectives identified are therefore as follows: 

UE1 Objective: To increase opportunities for learning about and celebrating the 

character of the High Weald. 

UE2 Objective: To increase the contribution of individuals to the conservation and 

enhancement of the AONB. 

UE3 Objective: To increase community involvement in conservation and enhancement 

of the AONB. 

UE4 Objective: To develop and manage services that support informal open-air 

recreation to facilitate ‘green’ use by residents and visitors. 

UE5 Objective: To promote the perceptual and aesthetic qualities that people value. 

2.3.25 The targets identified seek to encourage organisations and visitor service providers to actively 
provide information interpreting the AONB and its character, thereby increasing the promotion 
of the AONB’s local distinctiveness in the tourism sector marketing activities.  It is suggested 
that this could include joint working between tourism, countryside, education and arts sectors 
to develop innovative, celebratory countryside events and competitions for a wider audience 
and increased promotion of the AONB story and its special qualities in tourism sector 
marketing activities.  
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2.4 Response of the Proposals 

2.4.1 The Management Plan highlights that ‘time depth’ analysis involves exploring the historic 
depth of the present day landscape and considering the extent, integrity and coherence of 
surviving features.  The approach is therefore not only concerned with the fleeting moment 
and it does not try to simply describe the purely visual qualities of the landscape.  Instead it 
seeks to understand how people have interacted with their surroundings through history to 
create the modern day landscape.  Consequently, it is argued that understanding how the 
High Weald has been created by people over time allows important conclusions to be drawn 
regarding the management of the area today.  

2.4.2 The key parameters of the Proposed Scheme are already defined by the historic alignment of 
the railway. However, the restoration proposals would fulfil some of the objectives of the 
Management Plan in relation to the public understanding and enjoyment of the landscape and 
the appreciation of its ‘time depth’. 

2.4.3 Whilst the construction of the railway in 1896 does not directly relate to the original mediaeval 
pattern of the landscape, with the alignment of the railway superimposed over the landscape 
pattern within the valley at the time it was built, it does nevertheless form part of the historic 
landscape setting to the local area.  This may have had an influence on any water meadows 
that were present within the area adjacent to the river at the time of construction. 

2.4.4 The remnant parts of the railway are still readily identifiable features within the modern day 
landscape, and therefore contribute to the overall ‘time depth’ within the locality.  
Consequently, the Scheme provides opportunities to identify, Interpret and better understand 
this part of the landscape’s history, and the part that it plays, together with the other landscape 
and heritage features along the route in forming the current landscape, thereby contributing  
positively to some of the objectives set out in Part 2 of the AONB Management Plan. 

2.4.5 Part of the user experience for the railway will include information about the original 
construction of the railway and the social and economic contribution that it made to the area at 
that time.  It is anticipated that this will not only describe the railway, the rolling stock and their 
operation, but also the landscape through which the railway runs, together with the landscape 
and heritage features that it passes.  

2.4.6 The part of the railway that is currently operational from Tenterden, Kent to Bodiam just east of 
Junction Road, already serves as an alternative means of accessing the nearby Bodiam 
Castle. Completion of the line through to Robertsbridge will enable visitors to travel to the 
castle by train from further afield by virtue of its connection to the mainline network. There is 
an opportunity for the railway to provide additional signage and educational material at 
Robertsbridge relating to the castle, the history of the railway and how they fit within the wider 
landscape. 
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2.4.7 Planning permission for the Scheme was approved conditionally by Rother District Council on 
22 March 2017.  The decision notice identified the requirement to apply for a TWA order, along 
with the need for a number of pre-commencement conditions. These include details for the 
planting proposals details of any footpaths, fencing, lighting and a Landscape and Ecological 
Management Plan for the life of the scheme, to be approved by the local authority. Subject to 
the approval of the local highway authority, RVR proposes to include information about the 
AONB at the Robertsbridge terminus and at appropriate locations along the route.  

2.5 Compatibility of the Scheme with the objectives of AONB Management Plan  

2.5.1 The compatibility of the Scheme with the objectives set out in the AONB Management Plan is 
summarised in Table 2.1. The full list of Objectives is set out in Appendix D.  Based on the 
relevance of the various objectives to the Scheme, Table 2.1 then identifies the issues 
considered as part of the design development and, where appropriate, how the proposals 
respond to the key issues reviewed in section 2.3 of this document.  Conclusions are then 
presented relating to the extent to which the Scheme would either be in accordance or conflict 
with the identified objectives. 

Contribution to ‘Geology, Landform, Water Systems and Climate’ Objectives (G1-G3) 

2.5.2 The Scheme will not impact upon any important sandstone outcrops, so objective G2 is not 
relevant.  Otherwise, Table 2.1 identifies that the scheme would be in accordance with the 
AONB objectives under this heading as a result of the flood control measures agreed in 
consultation with the Environment Agency, which are secured by planning conditions. Once 
implemented, these will mean that the landscape adjacent to the reinstated alignment of the 
railway is better prepared for the impacts of climate change than would be the case without the 
Scheme.  Whilst the proposals would not fully restore the natural function of the river 
catchment, the proposed mitigation in the form of bridge design/span and culvert location/size 
will enable the floodplain to continue functioning whilst not significantly increasing flood risk to 
adjacent land and properties.   

2.5.3 This also addresses the point raised by Historic England, in its response to scoping, with 
regard to flood impacts on Robertsbridge Abbey. As a result of the improved Scheme design, 
flood levels in the area around the abbey in the ‘with railway’ 100 year  plus climate change 
scenario are predicted to be approximately 15mm less than the existing situation. This is a net 
benefit.  

2.5.4 It was not possible to determine whether any existing or former water meadows along the 
alignment of the railway would be affected by the Scheme due to restricted access to much of 
the proposed alignment. Notwithstanding this there may be indirect opportunities to manage 
new or existing areas of wet grassland between the reinstated embankment and the river on 
land that is currently in arable production if the Scheme results in local changes to land 
management.  There may be opportunities to explore this as part of the Landscape and 
Ecological Management Plan. However, it is noted that any such benefits are not within the 
control of the applicant. 

2.5.5 Overall the Scheme will make a minor positive contribution to objectives G1 – G3 of the AONB 
Management Plan, but these benefits will not be significant.  
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Contribution to ‘Settlement’ Objectives (S1-S4) 

2.5.6 Although the reinstated railway will provide a degree of reconnection between Salehurst and 
the surrounding settlements, the scope of its influence on any other nearby settlements 
beyond the actual reinstatement of the necessary embankments and trackway is limited. 
Consequently, the Scheme itself cannot reasonably be expected to contribute directly to the 
wider ‘settlement’ objectives, but it does not preclude any of the key objectives coming 
forward.  

2.5.7 At the more local level, the reinstated railway line and halt at Salehurst will partially re-
establish the late Victorian landscape pattern adjacent to the settlement and will therefore 
make a minor positive contribution to the overall ‘time depth’ of the local area, although these 
impacts will not be significant in terms of the stated settlement objectives S1 – S4.   

Contribution to ‘Routeway’ Objectives (R1-R2) 

2.5.8 The former alignment of the railway has contributed to the ‘time depth’ of the landscape for 
over 100 years, and whilst it is clearly not mediaeval in origin, it is nevertheless one of the 
historic routeways that give the area its local distinctiveness and character.  Reinstating the 
railway will therefore contribute positively to maintaining the pattern and features of the 
network of routeways.  The management of the retained vegetation and proposed planting 
along the embankments will then serve to improve the condition and connectivity of the 
habitats along the routeway, in accordance with AONB objective R2.   

2.5.9 The public bridleway (36c) that runs from Salehurst to Robertsbridge Abbey will be retained, 
with an appropriate crossing over the restored track bed.  The provision of this crossing has 
been agreed at a meeting with the British Horse Riding Association and the County Rights of 
Way Officer in November 2016.  The scheme would therefore be in accordance with the 
routeway objectives, but due to the in situ nature of much of the embankments, the benefits 
would not be significant. 

2.5.10 The colours below are used in the final column of Table 2.1 to graphically illustrate the degree 
of compatibility of the Scheme with the objectives in the AONB Management Plan.  This helps 
to provide an overview of the entire assessment and allows conclusions to be reached 
regarding the significance of the impacts of the Scheme on the AONB. 
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Colours used in Table 2.1 to indicate compatibility of Scheme with objectives in Management Plan 

LARGE 

Strong    
Conflict 

MODERATE 

Clearly 
Noticeable 

Conflict 

SLIGHT 

Perceptible 
Conflict 

NEUTRAL 

No Change or 
Not Applicable 

MINOR 

Perceptible 
Accord 

MODERATE 

Clearly 
Noticeable 

Accord 

MAJOR 

Strong    
Accord 

 

Table 2.1 - Compatibility of Scheme with Objectives set out in AONB Management Plan 

AONB 

Objective 

Key Issues / Indicators of Success Relevance to Scheme / Response of  Proposals Compatibility with Objectives 

G1 To restore the natural function of river catchments in order to 

reduce flow rates 

Scheme agreed with Environment Agency positively pursues overall flood 

control objectives. May be opportunities to manage wet grasslands and/or 

water meadows adjacent to restored embankment, but these are beyond 

applicant’s control   

Moderate Accord 

G2 Protect and maintain the nationally important sandstone 

outcrops within AONB 

Scheme will not impact upon any important sandstone outcrops within 

AONB 

Neutral 

G3 Allow High Weald to play its role in mitigating climate 

change, ensuring landscape is best prepared for impacts of 

change 

Flood Risk Assessment identifies how scheme has fully incorporated 

mitigation taking into account future climate change to best prepare the 

landscape 

Minor Accord 

    

S1 Reconnect settlements, residents and their economic 

activities with countryside 

Reinstated station at Salehurst will re-establish link to Robertsbridge, linked 

through countryside 

Minor Accord 

S2 Protect distinctive character / historic pattern of settlements, 

hamlets and farmsteads 

Reinstated station at Salehurst will partially re-establish late Victorian 

settlement pattern 

Minor Accord 

S3 Enhance the architectural quality of the High Weald using 

local materials 

Reinstatement proposals do not include any works to existing architectural 

features 

Neutral 

    

R1 Maintain the historic pattern and features of routeways Scheme reinstates alignment of historic railway 

Alignment of other historic routeways maintained 

Major Accord 

R2 Enhance ecological function of routeways by improving 

condition / connectivity of habitats 

Hedgerows/planting/management of embankments will enhance ecological 

connectivity 

Moderate Accord 

    

W1 Maintain existing extent of woodland, particularly ancient 

woodland 

Initial limited loss of existing tree cover from remnant embankments to 

reinstate line, mitigated by planting 

Slight Conflict 

http://www.templegroup.co.uk/
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AONB 

Objective 

Key Issues / Indicators of Success Relevance to Scheme / Response of  Proposals Compatibility with Objectives 

W2 Enhance the ecological functioning of woodland at 

landscape scale 

Scheme will only influence features along alignment of reinstated track, not 

within wider landscape 

 

Neutral 

W3 Protect archaeology and historic assets of AONB woodlands Scheme will not have direct influence on any woodland features beyond 

alignment of reinstated track 

Neutral 

W4 Increase output of sustainably produced high-quality timber 

and underwood 

Not relevant to Scheme Neutral 

    

FH1 Secure agricultural productive use of fields as part of 

sustainable land management 

Reinstatement of low embankment south of Church Lane could subdivide 

recently enlarged fields, with potential impact to agricultural productivity. Land 

use of smallerfields adjacent to river could change for arable to wet grassland 

management,, thereby improving landscape and ecological value, but any 

such changes not within control of applicant 

Slight Conflict 

FH2 Maintain pattern of small irregular shaped fields bounded by 

hedgerows/woodlands 

Original alignment superimposed on irregular fields.  No changes to 

landscape pattern arising from scheme 

Neutral 

FH3 Enhance ecological function of field and Heath as part of 

complex mosaic of habitats 

Enhanced ecological corridors following embankment will complement 

existing mosaic of habitats 

Minor Accord 

FH4 Protect archaeological and historic assets of the Field and 

Heath 

Scheme will not affect archaeological or historic assets of the fFeld and 

Heath beyond reinstated alignment 

Neutral 

    

UE1 Increase opportunities for learning about and celebrating 

character of Hgh Weald 

Scheme will enable increase learning about the railway and the surrounding 

High Weald through which it runs 

Moderate Accord 

UE2 Increase contribution of individuals to conservation and 

enhancement of AONB 

Scheme will not directly increase individual contributions to conservation and 

enhancement although educational signage may encourage involvement. 

Minor Accord 

UE3 Increase community involvement in conservation and 

enhancement of AONB 

Scheme will not directly increase community involverment in conservation 

and enhancement although educational signage may promote this. 

Minor Accord 

UE4 Develop and manage services that support informal open-air 

recreation to facilitate ‘green’ use by residents and visitors 

Providing integrated non-car access to existing heritage / open-air attractions 

within AONB is one of the key objectives of Scheme 

Major Accord 

UE5 Promote the perceptual and aesthetic qualities that people 

value 

Scheme could indirectly help to ensure that the special qualities people value 

are recognised and taken account of in AONB management 

Minor Accord 
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 Contribution to ‘Woodland’ Objectives (W1-W4) 

2.5.11 Table 2.1 identifies a slight conflict arising from the need to selectively thin or remove some 
of the existing vegetation on the remnant embankments in order to re-establish the track-
bed, but it should be noted that this will be a temporary impact that will be fully mitigated by 
the planting proposals to be developed for the Scheme. Over time these will infill gaps in the 
existing vegetation, resulting in greater ecological connectivity.  This may in turn have 
benefits to the ecological functioning of the woodlands within the wider landscape.  

2.5.12 Otherwise, the Scheme will not impact directly upon any areas of woodland or ancient 
woodland, so will make a neutral contribution to the wider woodland objectives.  None of the 
woodland impacts will be significant. 

 Contribution to ‘Field and Heath’ Objectives (FH1-FH4) 

2.5.13 The reinstatement of the missing sections of embankment to the south of Church Lane will 
subdivide the agricultural field adjacent to the River Rother.  However, it should be noted 
that the reinstatement will take place along the historic alignment of the railway, and it has 
previously been acknowledged that the original alignment of the railway cut across some of 
the existing field pattern when it was constructed in 1896. The scheme will therefore simply 
recreate a local landscape feature that has been removed since the railway ceased to 
operate, returning some of the fields to their previous dimensions.  Accommodation 
crossings will be provided to these areas, as would have been the case with the original 
railway.   

2.5.14 The historic maps presented as Figure 2.5 to the main ES show the extent of the field 
boundaries adjacent to the railway in 1930.  It is evident that some of the historic boundaries 
have been removed in order to increase field sizes, presumably thereby increasing 
agricultural productivity. By reinstating the railway embankment, and consequently 
subdividing these fields into smaller units, the scheme will effectively help to partially restore 
the smaller field size that forms one of the characteristic features of the AONB. Whilst the 
future management of these areas is beyond the control of the applicant, there may be 
indirect opportunities for these areas to be managed for biodiversity enhancement if they 
are subsequently utilised as wet grasslands, rather than continuing in arable production.  

2.5.15 Elsewhere the Scheme is restricted to the remnant sections of embankment already present 
within the landscape, so once the construction phase is completed the scheme will have a 
minimal direct influence agricultural productivity.  No other changes will arise to the existing 
pattern of historic field boundaries adjacent to the railway, although it is noted that there has 
been some loss of these features due to field enlargement adjacent to the eastern part of 
the scheme.  Whilst the scheme will have a predominantly neutral impact on the other Field 
and Heath objectives, it is noted that the scheme will not preclude the future restoration of 
the missing historic field boundaries adjacent to the line if this is deemed to be desirable.  

2.5.16 Overall it is evident that the limited subdivision of the previously enlarged agricultural fields 
may result in a slight reduction in agricultural productivity, but these impacts need to be 
balanced against the potential benefits that may arise as a result of a change to the land 
management of these small areas adjacent to the river. However, a ‘Slight Conflict’ with the 
AONB Management Plan objectives is identified in Table 2.1 as the provision of the 
potential benefits that may occur are outside the control of the applicant. 
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 Contribution to Public ‘Understanding and Enjoyment’ Objectives (UE1-UE5) 

2.5.17 Table 2.1 identifies potential opportunities for increased learning about the character of the 
High Weald as a result of the Scheme.  Information would be supplied to the users of the 
Scheme about the railway and the engines, but it is anticipated that the literature could also 
provide material about the character of the AONB and opportunities for people to get 
involved with other conservation and enhancement initiatives. Such information could also 
be presented on information boards at suitable locations along the reinstated route. The 
scheme would therefore clearly be in accordance with objective UE1, and there may be 
other opportunities to also contribute positively to objectives UE2 and UE3. 

2.5.18 One of the key outcomes of the Scheme would be the creation of an integrated non-car 
means of access to various local heritage attractions within the AONB, the most notable 
being Bodiam Castle to the east of the Scheme, via the connection to the mainline railway 
network at Robertsbridge.  Table 2.1 therefore identifies that the schemecontribute  could 
positively  to objective UE4 and would be strongly in accordance with this objective. 

2.5.19 Overall it is concluded that contribution of the scheme to the ‘understanding and enjoyment’ 
objectives would not be significant at an AONB wide scale, but they will nevertheless 
provide clear local benefits that would be fully in accordance with the wider objectives for 
the area. 

2.6 Summary of Landscape and Visual impacts on High Weald AONB 

2.6.1 The overall compatibility of the proposals with the objectives set out in the AONB 
Management Plan is illustrated by the final column in Table 2.1. This identifies two minor 
conflicts, one of which would be temporary and the other is due to reinstating the trackway 
along its historic alignment to the south of Church Lane. This may result in a slight reduction 
in agricultural productivity due to the subdivision of previously enlarged fields, but could 
result indirectly in opportunities for landscape and ecological benefits.  It is noted however 
that the future management of this land is outside the control of the applicant. Otherwise, 
the Scheme would either have a neutral effect or be beneficial.  It is therefore concluded 
that on balance the Scheme would be in accordance with the wider objectives set out in the 
Management Plan, but that none of the impacts would be significant at the AONB-wide 
scale. 

2.6.2 With regards to the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty within the AONB, it is 
evident that the Scheme would generally be in accordance with the ‘geology, landform, 
water systems and climate’ and ‘routeways’ objectives, and could also make a minor 
positive contribution to some of the ‘settlement’ objectives. Whilst these impacts would not 
be significant on an AONB-wide scale, they would nevertheless provide local benefits that 
would be in accordance with the objectives set out in the Management Plan. This may 
include local benefits to the small areas of land adjacent to the river that will be subdivided 
by the reinstated railway embankment.  
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2.6.3 The greatest benefits however relate to the potential contribution to the ‘understanding and 
enjoyment’ objectives for the AONB.  One of the key outcomes of the Scheme will be 
creating an integrated non-car means of access to various local heritage attractions, the 
most notable being Bodiam Castle situated to the east of the Scheme.  This will arise from 
the connection of the reinstated railway to the mainline railway network at Robertsbridge.  
By connecting with the existing section of railway to the east of junction road, non-car 
access will be achieved between Robertsbridge and Tenterden, via the existing station at 
Bodiam.  This would be strongly in accordance with AONB objective UE4. 

2.6.4 There would also be opportunities for increased learning about the character of the High 
Weald arising from the operation of the Scheme.  Information would be supplied to the users 
of the Scheme about the railway and the engines, but it is anticipated that the literature 
could also provide material about the character of the AONB through which the railway runs 
and opportunities for people to get involved with other conservation and enhancement 
initiatives. Such information could also be presented on information boards at suitable 
locations along the reinstated route. It is anticipated that the location and content of these 
boards could be agreed with appropriate officers at the District Council and the AONB Unit.  

2.6.5 The Scheme would therefore be clearly in accordance with objective UE1, and there may be 
lesser opportunities to also contribute positively to objectives UE2 and UE3.  Again, whilst 
the contribution to the ‘understanding and enjoyment’ objectives for the AONB will not be 
significant at an AONB-wide scale, they will nevertheless provide tangible local benefits. 

2.7 Historic England - Impacts on Robertsbridge Abbey and Setting 

2.7.1 As noted in paras 2.5.3 and 2.5.4, the improved drainage and flood protection measures 
that have been incorporated in to the Scheme design to satisfy the Environment Agency’s 
requirements, are predicted to reduce the flood risk to the abbey under the 1 in 100 year 
plus climate change flood scenario compared to the existing situation today. As such this 
represents a significant improvement and no further mitigation is considered necessary. 

2.7.2 Historic England also raised concerns about the impact on views to and from the Abbey as 
a result of the new embankment. The landscape and visual impacts of the Scheme were 
assessed within the original ES including viewpoints in the immediate vicinity of the Abbey 
remains. It should be noted that the Abbey is now private property and rarely open to the 
public.  

2.7.3 Viewpoint M (Figure 8.6) in the original ES is most representative of the views from 
Robertsbridge Abbey towards the extant and proposed new railway embankment. The 
assessment noted the heavily vegetated nature of the existing embankment and the banks 
of the river (the latter running between the railway and the abbey) and concluded that the 
impacts would be neutral to slight. Given the existing vegetation there are limited views 
to/from the abbey to the railway. Where the new embankment will be constructed, the 
planting to be provided (where this is compatible with the operation of a steam railway), will 
be in accordance with a scheme to be approved by the local authority. It is anticipated that 
once established, this will further screen the railway and views to/from the Abbey. No 
additional mitigation is therefore considered necessary. 
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3.0 Conclusions  

3.1.1 The schematic landscape proposals identified by the Landscape Strategy in the original ES 
will be incorporated into the detailed planting proposals for the Scheme as part of the pre-
commencement conditions.  The potential landscape and visual impacts reported in this 
further ES Addendum are the residual impacts that will occur, after the establishment of the 
identified mitigation measures.  It is anticipated that the development of the detailed 
proposals will also include the identification of appropriate locations for information boards, 
providing information about the railway and the character of the surrounding AONB. 

3.1.2 The assessment was carried out as far as possible on a reasonable worst case basis to 
ensure that the potential landscape and visual impacts of the Scheme were captured and, 
where significant, reported. However, due to restricted access to some sections of the 
proposed alignment, some of the baseline assessment relies upon interpretation from aerial 
photographs and other published sources.   

3.1.3 This ES Addendum reports the predominately beneficial impacts of the scheme, whether or 
not significant, and assesses them against the five defining characteristics of the High 
Weald AONB set out in the Statement of Significance, and the objectives set out in the 
updated AONB Management Plan. These have not materially changed since the previous 
version of the Management Plan, so it is confirmed that the conclusions previously reached 
by the main ES remain fully valid. The degree of accordance or conflict of the Scheme with 
the various objectives is summarised in Table 2.1. 

3.1.4 The results and conclusions reported in the original ES have been reviewed in light of the 
proposed changes to the Scheme design required by the Environment Agency to address 
the potential flood risk of the proposals set out in the Addendum ES and in light of the 
additional analysis presented in this document.  Given the nature of the changes, it is 
considered that there will be no material adverse change to the assessments previously 
undertaken. On the contrary, the reduction in flood risk is a clearly compatible with the 
overall objectives set out in the AONB Management Plan. Consequently, it is considered 
that the conclusions reached by the original ES remain robust, and that those conclusions 
are reinforced by the additional analysis set out in this document. 

3.1.5 With regards to the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty within the AONB, it is 
evident that the Scheme would generally be in accordance with the ‘geology, landform, 
water systems and climate’ and ‘routeways’ objectives, and could also make a minor 
positive contribution to some of the ‘settlement’ objectives. Whilst these impacts would not 
be significant on an AONB-wide scale, they would nevertheless provide local benefits that 
would be in accordance with the objectives set out in the Management Plan. However it is 
noted that the some of the potential indirect benefits are outside the control of the applicant. 

3.1.6 The Scheme will present opportunities for increased learning about the character of the 
High Weald AONB.  The Scheme would therefore be fully in accordance with objective UE1, 
and there may be lesser opportunities to also contribute positively to objectives UE2 and 
UE3. Whilst the contribution to the ‘understanding and enjoyment’ objectives for the AONB 
will not be significant at an AONB-wide scale, they will nevertheless provide tangible local 
benefits   
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3.1.7 One of the key positive outcomes of the Scheme will be creating an integrated non-car 
means of access to various local heritage attractions, the most notable being Bodiam 
Castle. This will arise from the connection of the reinstated railway to the mainline railway 
network at Robertsbridge.  By connecting with the existing section of reinstated railway to 
the east of Junction Road, non-car access will be achieved between Robertsbridge and 
Tenterden, via the existing station at Bodiam. This would strongly accordance with AONB 
objective UE4. 

3.1.8 The importance and relevance of the AONB Management Plan has therefore been 
understood and fully incorporated into the assessment of the potential landscape and visual 
impacts.  Based on this, it is concluded that on balance the Scheme would be in accordance 
with the wider objectives set out in the AONB Management Plan, and that none of the 
impacts would be significant at the AONB-wide scale. 

3.1.9 The potential effects of flooding on Robertsbridge Abbey Scheduled Monument and views 
to/from the remains have been considered in light of the changes to the Scheme design, 
particularly in respect of flood risk. The improved drainage and culvert locations has 
reduced the flood risk to the abbey and its setting compared to the existing situation and 
therefore no further mitigation is considered necessary. The Scheme may also provide 
opportunities to manage new small areas of wet grassland between the reinstated railway 
embankment and the river. However these benefits are outside the control of the applicant 
and will need to be balanced with the potential minor conflicts to the agricultural productivity 
of the previously enlarged fields. 

3.1.10 Views to and from the abbey of the railway are limited by virtue of the lines of mature 
vegetation along the section of extant railway embankment and along the river which sits 
between the railway and abbey. Whilst there will be some vegetation clearance along the 
extant embankment in order to reinstate the track, the Landscape Strategy for the Scheme 
will include additional planting to plug any gaps. Furthermore, the section of new 
embankment will include appropriate planting to provide screening. The original railway 
embankment was part of the wider setting of the abbey for more than sixty years and the 
proposed Scheme will reintroduce this along the original alignment.  
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Appendix A – Rother District Council decision notice (22/03/17) 
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Appendix B - DfT Scoping Opinion (22/06/17) 







 

   

Department for Transport 
Robert Fox 
Transport and Works Act Orders Unit 
Zone 1/14-18 
Great Minster House 
33 Horseferry Road 
London SW1P 4DR    6th June 2016 
 
Dear Mr Fox, 
 
Proposed Rother Valley Railway – Request for a Scoping Opinion 
 
Thank you for consulting the High Weald AONB Unit on this Scoping 
Opinion. 
 
My understanding is that Rother Valley Railway Ltd is proposing to use 
the same Environmental Impact Assessment for the purposes of the 
Order under the Transport and Works Act as they submitted to Rother 
District Council for the planning application. 
 
My colleague, Jason Lavender, commented on this information on the 
7th January 2015.  The only EIA document which postdates this letter is  
The Environmental Statement Addendum November 2016 which relates 
to ecology and flood risk matters.  It does not address the other  issues 
raised by Mr Lavender, which are repeated below for your convenience. 
 

 The ES clearly recognises the existence of the AONB designation 
but the only reference to the High Weald AONB Management 
Plan is a footnote in the report, which leaves the impression 
that the importance and relevance of the management plan has 
not been understood.  The landscape section of the ES has 
concentrated on the potential visual impact that may be caused 
by looking at views to the site and while this is welcome, an 
assessment of a range of views is not sufficient to explain and/or 
justify the development’s potential impacts (positive or 
negative) to the landscape itself.  Of course many people rightly 
value and celebrate the scenic beauty of the High Weald but the 
landscape is more than just the view and the ES should carefully 
appraise the proposed development against all the key 
landscape components and each objective in the AONB 
management plan and identify whether the proposal meets or 
brings about conflict with those components and objectives. 

 



 

   

 The ES does make reference to the High Weald AONB and it lists 
the five key landscape character components (section 8.4) 
outlined in the AONB management plan but there is no analysis 
of how this proposed development may directly or indirectly 
affect these components.  This may explain why the ES has not, 
for example, shown how the proposal may increase 
opportunities for learning about and celebrating the landscape 
of the High Weald; identified either the historic routeway that 
runs the length of Beech House Lane south across the floodplain 
to Robertsbridge Abbey or the surviving historic field boundaries 
close to the proposed route; or recognised that the proposed 
use of culverts within watercourses may be in conflict with the 
AONB management plan’s objective to promote the restoration 
of naturally functioning river catchments. 

 
The High Weald AONB Unit would respectfully request that these 
deficiencies are remedied in the EIA documents to be submitted to the 
Department of Transport, and is happy to provide assistance to the 
applicants in providing data to inform this assessment. 
 
 
The above comments are advisory and are the professional views of the 
AONB Unit’s Planning Advisor on the potential impacts on the High 
Weald landscape.  They are not necessarily the views of the High Weald 
AONB Joint Advisory Committee. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Claire Tester MRTPI 
Planning Advisor  
High Weald AONB Unit  
01424 723018 
 
Advising on the management of a nationally important landscape 

  



 

   

Background Information about the High Weald AONB Unit 

The High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

The High Weald was designated in 1983 as an Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty.  It is an exceptionally beautiful medieval landscape covering 564 square 

miles across the counties of East and West Sussex, Kent and Surrey.   The 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) gives great weight to conserving 

landscape and scenic beauty in AONBs as outlined in paragraphs 115-116.   

Development proposals within an AONB need to pay particular attention to its 

character and conserve and enhance its natural beauty.  Planning permission 

should be refused for a major development except in exceptional circumstances 

and where it can be demonstrated the development is in the public interest and 

its benefits outweigh the adverse impacts resulting from the development. 

The High Weald AONB Unit     

The High Weald AONB Unit is funded by Defra and a partnership of the 15 local 

authorities covered by the High Weald to provide advice on how to conserve 

and enhance the AONB. The advice provided by the AONB Unit assists public 

bodies and statutory undertakers to meet their duty as set out in Section 85 of 

the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 to have regard to the purpose of 

conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of AONBs in making decisions that 

affect it. 

Unlike National Park authorities, the High Weald AONB Unit is not a statutory 

body but an advisory one.  It is not a local planning authority and the 

responsibility for determining planning applications remains with the 15 local 

authorities.  The AONB Unit is not a statutory consultee on planning matters 

and it remains each local planning authority’s decision whether or not they seek 

its advice on a particular planning application.   

The High Weald AONB Management Plan 

The scope of the advice in this letter is set by the statutory High Weald AONB 

Management Plan, which has been adopted by all partner authorities, as ‘their 

policy for the management of the area and for the carrying out of their 

functions in relation to it’.  The comments are advisory and are the professional 

views of the AONB Unit’s Planning Advisor on the potential impacts on the High 

Weald landscape.  They are not necessarily the views of the High Weald AONB 

Joint Advisory Committee.   

http://www.highweald.org/high-weald-aonb-management-plan.html
http://www.highweald.org/high-weald-aonb-management-plan.html


 

   

 



 
SOUTH EAST OFFICE  

 

 

 

EASTGATE COURT  195-205 HIGH STREET  GUILDFORD  SURREY GU1 3EH 

Telephone 01483 252020 
HistoricEngland.org.uk 

 

 

Historic England is subject to the Freedom of Information Act. 2000 (FOIA) and Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR). All 
information held by the organisation will be accessible in response to an information request, unless one of the exemptions in the FOIA 

or EIR applies. 
 

 
 

 
Mr Robert Fox Direct Dial: 01483 252032   
Department for Transport     
Department and Works Act Orders Unit Our ref: PL00101182   
Zone 1/14-18, Great Minster House     
33 Horseferry Road, LONDON     
SW1P 4DR 9 June 2017   
 
 
Dear Mr Fox 
 
Transport and Works Act 1992 
 
Transport and Works Act (Applications and Objections Procedure) (England and 
Wales) Rules 2006 
 
Proposed Rother Valley Railway (Bodiam to Robertsbridge Junction) Order - 
Request for a Scoping Opinion 
 
Thank you for consulting Historic England. Our view is that the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) that was produced in support of the planning application is also 
likely to be adequate for the application for an Order under the Transport and Works 
Act 1992 and the Transport and Works Act Rules 2006. 
 
However, we note that the EIA identifies adverse effects on the Robertsbridge Abbey 
Scheduled Monument and Listed Buildings including increased risk of fluvial flooding 
of the heritage assets and the construction of a new embankment within their setting. 
 
We declined to comment on the application for planning permission in 2014 and we do 
not object to the proposal or the EIA now. However, in view of the impacts identified in 
the EIA and the apparent absence of specific provision for mitigation of the effects on 
the designated heritage assets, we advise that these potential adverse effects should 
be mitigated if possible during the design process through flood avoidance or 
protection measures, and landscaping to screen of the embankment in views to and 
from the abbey.  
 
Therefore, we do not advocate additional environmental impact assessment, but we 
do recommend that, if possible, the applicant should be advised to reduce potential 
harm to designated heritage assets through the design and implementation of the 
scheme. 
 
Yours sincerely, 



 
SOUTH EAST OFFICE  

 

 

 

EASTGATE COURT  195-205 HIGH STREET  GUILDFORD  SURREY GU1 3EH 

Telephone 01483 252020 
HistoricEngland.org.uk 

 

 

Historic England is subject to the Freedom of Information Act. 2000 (FOIA) and Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR). All 
information held by the organisation will be accessible in response to an information request, unless one of the exemptions in the FOIA 

or EIR applies. 
 

 
 

 
Paul Roberts MCIfA 
Inspector of Ancient Monuments 
Paul.roberts@HistoricEngland.org.uk 
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Appendix C – 2013 Scoping consultation response from High Weald 

AONB Unit  

  



_____________________________________________ 

From: Andrew Shaw [mailto:Andrew.Shaw@highweald.org]  
Sent: 13 August 2013 14:41 

To: Chris Britton; matt@highweald.info 
Cc: Jane Findlay 

Subject: RE: Rother Valley Railway - Scope of Landscape and Visual Assessment for EIA 
  
  

Hello and thank you for the information. We have worked with the Rother Valley 
railway and the local council on this project previously.  In answer to the questions; 
  

1    a standard LVIA under the Landscape Institute guidelines will be fine.  Please 
however note that we will be looking at the landscape impacts more than the visual, 
and will be assessing this against the High Weald AONB Management Plan 2004 
and its components of natural beauty, and this should be referred to in preference to 
a landscape character approach (although these would be complimentary) 

  

2    I haven't had time to look at potential viewpoints yet but will be happy to review 
a  zone of visibility  map and assist when you have more detail.  
  

3    No actual guidance available as regards mitigation as such.  I believe that most of 
the line embankment is still in situ and the surrounding area largely arranged to 
meet the line, so I do not anticipate major impacts on the features of the 
landscape.  Mitigation would usually be sought in respect of complimentary land 
management activities to support the specific component features (eg woodland or 
species rich grassland)  Again we can discuss in more detail  as appropriate. 
  

I hope this helps and please keep me informed as the project develops 

  

regards 

  

Andrew Shaw 

  
Policy Manager 
T: 01580 879955 or 01580 879500 
www.twitter.com/highweald 
www.facebook.com/highwealdaonb 
High Weald AONB Unit www.highweald.org 
Advising on the management of one of England's Finest Landscapes  
Woodland Enterprise Centre, Hastings Road, Flimwell, East Sussex, TN5 7PR 
This message is intended for the use of the addressee only and may contain confidential or privileged 
information.  If you receive it in error please notify the sender and destroy it.  You may not use it or 
copy it to anyone else.  
E-mail is not a secure communications medium.  Please be aware of this when replying.  
Although East Sussex County Council has taken steps to ensure that this e-mail and any attachments 
are virus free, we can take no responsibility if one is actually present and you are advised to ensure 
that the appropriate  
checks are made.  
 

  ________________________________   

mailto:Andrew.Shaw@highweald.org
mailto:matt@highweald.info
http://www.twitter.com/highweald
http://www.facebook.com/highwealdaonb
http://www.highweald.org/


From: Chris Britton [mailto:Chris.Britton@fira-la.com]  

Sent: 02 August 2013 13:19 
To: Andrew Shaw; matt@highweald.info 

Cc: Jane Findlay 
Subject: Rother Valley Railway - Scope of Landscape and Visual Assessment for EIA 

  
Andrew / Matt, 
  
We have been commissioned by Rother Valley Railway Limited to carry out the Landscape 
and Visual chapter of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of the proposed Rother 
Valley Railway Project.  This scheme seeks to reinstate approximately 3.4km of the former 
Kent and East Sussex Railway between the B2244 Junction Road in the east and 
Northbridge Street in Robertsbridge to the west.  This will form an extension for the leisure 
route of the stream railway between Robertsbridge and the area around Bodium Castle. 
  
We currently investigating the Scope and Methodology for how the EIA of the Scheme will 
be undertaken and would welcome your inputs.   
  
I set out below a couple of initial queries: 

1. It is anticipated that the methodology will principally be guided by the third edition of the 
GLVIA published jointly by the Landscape Institute and the Institute of Environmental 
Management & Assessment in April 2013.  Should we be referring to any other 
methodologies?  

2. As part of the Scoping Report we anticipate identifying representative viewpoints with views 
towards the scheme.  Are there any specific locations that you would like us to include.  

3. As part of the process we will seek to identify appropriate mitigation measures.  Is there any 
guidance produced by the High Weald unit or nay other agencies that we should refer to.  

I look forward to hearing from you.  
  
Regards, 
  
Chris 
  
Chris Britton | Projects Director  
Sustainable Environments  
  

 
The Jewellery Business Centre  95 Spencer Street  BIRMINGHAM  B18 6DA 
direct dial 0117 944 6553  office 0121 523 1033  fax 0121 523 1034   

e chris.britton@fira-la.com  w www.fira-la.com  

  
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
This document is sent in confidence to the addressee(s) only. It may contain legally privileged information, and may not be disclosed to  
anyone else.  Unauthorised recipients are requested to preserve this confidentiality and to advise the sender immediately of any mistake 
in transmission. If this document is incomplete or illegible please contact us immediately.  
  
 Please consider the environment before printing this email  
  

 

mailto:Chris.Britton@fira-la.com
mailto:matt@highweald.info
mailto:chris.britton@fira-la.com
http://www.fira-la.com/
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Appendix D – Extract from High Weald AONB Management Plan 3rd 

Edition (adopted March 2014) setting out the Objectives for the five 

defining characteristics of the AONB 
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Geology, landform, water systems and climate

Vision

A landscape in which sustainable land management takes care of the
natural resources of geology, soil, landform, and water systems,
whilst delivering a wide range of social, economic and environmental
benefits. The approach to land management will take account of,
indeed will be partly stimulated by, climate change and rising sea
levels. 

Since the entire AONB is an important water catchment, much of the
vision can be realised through the adoption of river restoration
policies that seek to maximise opportunities for natural processes to
reduce flooding; improve water quality; reduce soil erosion; increase
biodiversity and amenity value; and encourage environmentally
responsible land management and agriculture.

Character defined

The High Weald AONB is characterized by a deeply incised,
ridged and faulted landform of clays and sandstone. The ridges
tend east-west, and from them spring numerous gill streams
that form the headwaters of rivers. Wide river valleys dominate
the eastern part of the AONB. The landform and water systems
are subject to, and influence, a local variant of the British sub-
oceanic climate.

The High Weald has an
unusually high density of

ponds at nine ponds per sq km
many of which originated as
small scale extraction sites 
for clay, stone and marl. 

Conserving and Enhancing Natural Beauty

Ponds

Sandstone outcrops

Faultlines
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28Conserving and Enhancing Natural Beauty

Geology, landform, water systems and climate

G1 Objective: To restore the natural function of river catchments.

Rationale: To protect the built-environment and human life by safe water conveyance within river
catchments, whilst increasing the range of ecosystem goods and services (e.g. improving the aquatic
ecosystems and water resource provision and mitigating the effects of increasingly frequent and high
peak flows) provided by the river catchments of the AONB. 

Targets for 2019
a. Integrated water and land management strategies for river

catchments within the AONB, identifying the potential for
restoring natural functions and complementary with the Water
Framework Directive;

b. Sites which demonstrate river restoration techniques developed
and promoted ;

c. Review and supplement if necessary advice and support provided
to ensure development and land management delivers
sustainable water management;

d. Integration of AONB policy objectives with Environment Agency’s
River Basin Management Plans, Shoreline Management Plan,
Catchment Flood Management Plans and Water Companies’ Water
Resource Management Plans to ensure they fulfill their statutory
duty to the AONB;

e. Integration of environmentally responsible water policy
objectives into other policy areas, such as the Common
Agricultural Policy (including agri-environment schemes), water
resource and land use planning to ensure a sustainable balance
between water demand and supply;

f. Land use measures fully attuned to the requirements of river
restoration, contributing to an ecosystem services approach;

g. Consultation facilitated on medium and long term objectives for
the lower reaches of the Rother and Brede.

Indicators of success
i) Reduction in the rate at which

flood waters pass down the
middle and upper reaches of the
AONB’s catchments, and
reduction of excessive
sedimentation due to water run
off and flood flows;

ii) Shift in the balance between the
quantity of floodwater
conveyed directly to the outfalls
and the quantity diverted into
temporary storage on the
floodplains.

Top five issues 

• Understanding the capacity for small scale mineral extraction to
support conservation of heritage buildings and assist rural
businesses without damaging the AONB;

• Managing multiple interests on the sandstone outcrops – soft
rock climbing and cryptogams – in the face of threats to the
integrity of the sandrock and its humid microclimate from
invasive species such as rhododendron; mechanical damage and
the use of drying agents for climbing; and climate change
(increase in rainfall intensity with longer dry periods); 

• The need to find a long term plan for the drained landscapes of
the Eastern High Weald river valleys which unites the interests of
profitable agriculture and conservation of historic assets with
sustainable water management and biodiversity;

• Pressure on groundwater supply and threat of damage from
engineering solutions to meet the growing demand for water
across the South East from increased households and changes in
agriculture and horticultural practices;

• Understanding and responding to the affects of climate change
on key landscape features and biodiversity.
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29Conserving and Enhancing Natural Beauty

Geology, landform, water systems and climate

G2 Objective: To protect the sandstone outcrops and other important geological features
of the AONB.

Rationale: To maintain the nationally important geological exposures; to conserve the fern, moss and
liverwort communities they support; and to protect their value as some of the most significant sites of
prehistoric archaeology in the AONB.

Targets for 2019
a. No loss of sandstone outcrops;
b. Environmental management plan for the Brightling Gypsum mine

and works complex reflecting AONB priorities;
c. A coordinated campaign to promote the unique geological

heritage of the High Weald with publically owned sites providing
a lead in line with Geodiversity Action Plan;

d. Integrated management plans in place for popular sandrock sites
with vegetation management informed by the needs of key
species; reflecting the views of all users and linked to climbing
good practice guides;

e. Guidance provided to allow small scale utilisation of the
geological resources of the High Weald where this does not
damage the AONB.

Indicators of success
i. No change in extent of

sandstone outcrops from 2012
baseline;

ii. Favourable ecological condition
achieved at important
sandstone outcrops.

G3 Objective: Climatic conditions and rates of change which support continued
conservation and enhancement of the High Weald’s valued landscape and habitats.

Rationale: To reduce locally arising greenhouse gas emissions and allow the High Weald to play its role
in mitigating climate change, whilst ensuring the landscape is best prepared for the impacts of climate
change, including enhancing habitat interconnectivity and developing adaptable land management
systems.

Targets for 2019
a. Use of renewable energy appropriate to the local landscape

encouraged;
b. Site specific design briefs for new development seeking zero

carbon standards and use of materials with low embodied
energy;

c. Support in place for businesses seeking to encourage the meeting
of local needs through local networks (e.g. food, materials,
energy);

d. Guidance on transition to a low carbon landscape promoted;
e. Climate change mitigation and adaptation strategies taking

account of AONB features;

Indicators of success
i. A low carbon economy in the

High Weald;
ii. Adoption of appropriate land

management practices that
reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and store carbon.
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30Conserving and Enhancing Natural Beauty

Settlement

Character defined

The High Weald AONB is characterized by dispersed historic
settlements of farmsteads and hamlets, and late medieval
villages founded on trade and non-agricultural rural industries.

Vision

A landscape in which the distinctive and historic pattern of settlement
of the High Weald is protected in a way that positively contributes to
the natural environment and improves the connections between
settlements and the countryside. Appropriately worded land use
planning policies within relevant development plans ensure that
settlements retain their distinctiveness and individual historic
buildings, and conservation areas and buried archaeological remains
are conserved and enhanced as appropriate.

This vision can be realised through new resources, and the
application of planning policies and guidance that seek to control
development on the basis of an understanding of rural sustainability;
promote the traditional pattern of High Weald villages; maximise
environmental design and construction quality including, where
appropriate, by the use of traditional and local construction
materials; minimise resource consumption and promote alternative
forms of energy; support appropriate businesses (especially those
based on and supporting productive use of land, and community
objectives); and the enhancement of the historic environment.

The High Weald has over
3,500 historic farmsteads
with a third incorporating 
at least one building dating

from the seventeenth 
century or earlier. 

Churches
Historic farmsteads
Small towns and villages
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31Conserving and Enhancing Natural Beauty

Settlement

Top five issues 

• Threats (both individual and cumulative) to the character of the
AONB from increased development pressure for housing within
and adjacent to the AONB; 

• Pressure for residential intensification unrelated to land
management outside of towns and villages, resulting in
suburbanisation of the AONB countryside;

• The erosion of character as a consequence of development
(including large new and replacement properties, building
modifications and boundary treatments) which fails to respect
AONB character in terms of scale, form, design or materials, and is
unrelated to local needs;

• The need to address the declining affordability of housing and the
provision of workspace for rural businesses as part of the
sustainable development of settlements, in order to maintain rural
function;

• The need to have regard to historic settlement form together with
sustainability considerations in the planning process, in order to
inform development options and enhance design quality.

S1 Objective: To reconnect settlements, residents and their supporting economic activity
with the surrounding countryside.

Rationale: To understand and enhance the synergy of the local economy, society and environment, and
the relationship with the surrounding countryside and wild species, that defines sustainable rural
settlement. To provide opportunities for economic activity that supports other land management
objectives of the management plan and AONB designation.

Targets for 2019
a. Needs analysis to understand the built development requirements

of land based and traditional craft businesses across the High
Weald;

b. The important role land based enterprises play in maintaining the
attractiveness of the South East Region as a location for business
fully reflected in Local Enterprise Partnership programmes;

c. The provision of affordable housing tailored to the needs of rural
key workers embedded in housing policy and programmes;

d. New initiatives and methods to reinforce or rebuild capacity for
land management;

e. Opportunities for the imaginative re-use of rural buildings to be
explored, including to revive local markets, support economic
activity and provide seasonal outlets for local produce;

f. Community growing schemes; social forestry initiatives, and
other activities promoting engagement with local land managers
facilitated and supported;

g. Schools, colleges and public institutions in active partnership
with local land based businesses e.g. supplying local food; wood
fuel; utilising wood in construction or mentoring rural skills
training;

h. Initiatives to improve rural settlements as habitats for wild
species including support for wild flower gardening; bird and bat
boxes to replace nesting sites lost from old farm buildings and
information on managing land for invertebrates.

Indicators of success
i. Increase in the range of skills

and economic activity related to
local landscape products;

ii. Facilitation, through farm
diversification and other
mechanisms, of affordable
workspace and yards
supporting land based
economic activity.
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32Conserving and Enhancing Natural Beauty

Settlement

S2 Objective: To protect the historic pattern of settlement.

Rationale: To protect the distinctive character of towns, villages, hamlets and farmsteads and to
maintain the hinterlands and other relationships (including separation) between such settlements that
contribute to local identity. 

Targets for 2019
a. Dispersed historic settlement character including their

hinterlands, functional relationships and separation reflected in
local development plan documents and supporting reports
including green infrastructure strategies and landscape character
assessments;

b. Guidance produced on re-use of historic farmsteads in the Weald;
c. The preparation of local settlement form and building design

studies facilitated for villages and small settlements without an
Extensive Urban Survey, with support provided for community
engagement;

d. Investigate the incorporation of ‘character’ as a dimension within
assessments of sustainable development;

e. Information on the historical development of settlements and
their surrounding landscapes, including access to historic maps,
readily accessible online;

f. Settlement character and relationships within the setting of the
AONB, and crossing the AONB boundary, reflected in planning
policy documents;

g. Explicit regard to be given to the core components of natural
beauty in the planning of development in and adjacent to the
AONB.

Indicators of success
i. Development schemes

respecting and reinforcing the
historic settlement pattern;

ii. Increase in character-based
evidence and guidance
informing development
proposals and enhancing the
design of rural development. 

S3 Objective: To enhance the architectural quality of the High Weald.

Rationale: Materials as a means of protecting the environment and adding to this distinctiveness. 

Targets for 2019
a. Request prioritisation of a review of listed buildings in the Weald

with all historic rural and farm buildings to be included on the
Historic Environment Register (HER) as heritage assets and
provision of building conservation advice and funding support
extended;

b. Widespread use of local materials particularly timber (reflecting
the tradition of timber frame building) in construction, with
coordinated support for good design and specification; improving
the supply chain and fusing traditional skills with new
technologies;

c. Improved design quality supported by production of High Weald
specific design guidance on built form, architectural detail,
composition and layout of spaces, and local materials;

d. Design of highways, hard landscaping and the Public Realm
associated with development to have regard for local distinctive
character and avoid over-suburbanisation.

Indicators of success
i. Increased uptake of building

conservation advice and advice;
on layout and spaces reflecting
High Weald character

ii. Wider use of local materials in
development.
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Routeways

Conserving and Enhancing Natural Beauty

Vision

A landscape in which the character of the distinctive lanes and Rights
of Way is protected and a balance achieved between the comparative
quietness and rurality of the roads of the High Weald and their
function as communications central to the economic and social well
being of the area. The management will take account of, and indeed
is partly stimulated by increasing road traffic, safety concerns,
increased leisure activities (riding, cycling, walking and off-road
driving), under use of many Rights of Way, and expanding
development.

The vision can be realised through refinement of existing policies
and designations that seek to protect archaeology and ecology, and
that restrict ribbon development, and through refinement of policies
and guidelines that seek to respect the character of lanes and Rights
of Way by encouraging use of sympathetic surfacing materials and
boundary types; reducing unnecessary use of highway furniture; and
by promoting selected walking, cycling and riding routes.

Character defined

The High Weald AONB is characterized by ancient routeways
(now roads, tracks and paths) in the form of ridge-top roads and
a dense system of radiating droveways. Ancient routeways are
often narrow, deeply sunken, and edged with trees, hedges,
wildflower-rich verges and boundary banks.

96% of High Weald roads and
a high proportion of Public
Rights of Way are historic

communication routes.

Roman roads
Minor roman roads
Ridgeways
Droves
Public rights of way
Other historic roads
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Routeways

Top five issues 

• Origin, function and archaeology of ancient routeways remaining
under-researched and poorly understood leaving irreplaceable
historic assets vulnerable to unintentional damage;

• Damage to routeway character from increasing use of large
agricultural machinery, footpath diversions, and the
suburbanising effects of highway improvement schemes; access
road realignments and inappropriate gates and boundary
materials; 

• Species rich road verges damaged by inappropriate management
activity such as poorly timed mowing regimes and dumping of
chipped aboricultural arisings; 

• Meeting the challenge of declining local government budgets for
highway and rights of way maintenance which may exacerbate
the impact of poorly informed management but offers
opportunities for reducing the intensity of use along some roads; 

• Virtual cessation of traditional management of trees and ancient
laid hedges along sunken roads and paths with over mature
stems liable to break and damage stools and boundary banks.

R1 Objective: To maintain the historic pattern and features of routeways.

Rationale: To maintain routeway boundaries that form a part of the habitat mosaic of the High Weald;
to maintain this key component of what is a rare UK survival of an essentially medieval landscape; to
maintain a routeway network that has a symbiotic relationship with settlement location, hinterlands,
and identity; and to protect the individual archaeological features of the historic routeways.

Targets for 2019
a. Baseline mapping of the ancient routeway network extended to

cover public rights of way, private tracks and abandoned paths;
utilising community initiatives where possible; 

b. Formal identification of ancient routeways as a heritage asset
within the planning system with the best designated for further
protection at a local level;

c. Partnership working with Highways Authorities, parish councils
and others to develop a design code for rural lanes promoting the
use of characteristic boundaries and minimising the impact of
intrusive highway engineering and signage;

d. A Weald wide initiative to support the retention and restoration of
turnpike features (e.g. milestones, toll houses); finger posts and
boundary stones;

e. An understanding of ancient routeways and their associated
settlements informing rights of way planning and management
including footpath diversions; 

f. Archaeological research to better understand the origin and
function of ancient routeways and their associated features;

g. An awareness campaign targeted at all users of the network,
motorised and non-motorised, to raise awareness of the sensitive
character of ancient routeways;

h. Parish councils and community groups increasingly engaged in
conserving and protecting ancient routeways.

Indicators of success
i. Increased protection for the

best preserved examples of
networks of ancient routeways; 

ii. Reduction in footpath
diversions along ancient
routeways;

iii. The undeveloped nature of rural
lanes maintained.
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35Conserving and Enhancing Natural Beauty

Routeways

Indicators of success
i. Increase in highway

management schemes tailored
to the needs of species rich
road verges.

R2 Objective: To enhance the ecological function of routeways.

Rationale: To improve the condition and connectivity of habitats along routeways for wildlife.

Targets for 2019
a. Community and expert led initiatives to identify the ecological

features of routeways supported and baseline mapping of species
rich routeway verges completed across the AONB;

b. A designation programme of roadside nature reserves or
equivalent extended across the AONB with guidelines for their
conservation and enhancement informing the actions of
highways authorities, land owners and other managing agents;

c. The contribution ancient routeways make to a well-functioning
ecological network, particularly for ancient woodland species,
informing green infrastructure planning;

d. Partnership working with highways authorities, landowners and
relevant experts to review and develop approaches to the
management of roadside trees and overstood coppice.
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Woodland

Vision

A landscape in which the nationally important assemblage of ancient
woodland in the High Weald is managed in a sustainable way to
maximise its wildlife, landscape and historical value. Within this,
connectivity between woodland and other habitats is enhanced,
archaeology protected, sensitive use for leisure and recreation
encouraged, and traditional woodland management active in
producing high-quality timber and valued underwood to supply the
local markets.

This vision can be realised through strategic focusing of
management on key woodland areas (built on better understanding);
through new initiatives and policies that seek to support the
development of a thriving woodland industry; stimulating new
markets for bulk use of coppice; supporting better marketing of local
timber and coppice products; increasing understanding and
enjoyment of the High Weald’s woodland and providing expert advice
to land managers.

Character defined

The High Weald AONB is characterized by the great extent of
ancient woods, gills, and shaws in small holdings, the value of
which is inextricably linked to long-term management.

The High Weald has 27%
woodland cover, nearly three
times the national average. 
Over two-thirds of this is

Ancient Woodland (19% of
the area) representing 8% 

of England’s Ancient
Woodland resource.

Ancient semi-natural woodland

Plantations on ancient woodland sites

Other woodland
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Woodland

Top five issues 

• Increasing threat to the viability of small scale coppice businesses
vital to the long term management of sensitive ancient wood-
lands from a combination of socio-economic factors including the
lack of affordable rural housing and secure work space; the focus
of policy and support on industrial forestry practices;

• Ongoing decline in the species associated with managed coppice
including woodland butterflies such as fritillaries mirroring the
decline in coppicing and ride management; 

• Increasing incidence of fungus like pathogens and insect diseases
affecting trees and woodlands increasing economic risk for the
industry and requiring rapid adaptation of management practices; 

• Ancient woodlands including gill woodlands under threat from
eutrophication; trampling, disturbance and invasive species such
as rhododendron; 

• Deer browsing an increasing threat to woodlands and discourag-
ing active coppice management, with the growing of higher qual-
ity timber trees also at risk from bark stripping by squirrels.

W1 Objective: To maintain existing extent of woodland and particularly ancient woodland.

Rationale: To maintain irreplaceable habitats for biodiversity, to maintain a key component of the
cultural landscape, and to maintain contribution to carbon storage.

Targets for 2019
• No loss of ancient woodland;
• An understanding of the national value of the woodland network

as a whole, with its density of core sites supplemented by
mosaics of small sites, recognised in ecological network
mapping, green infrastructure and carbon management
strategies;

• Any proposed increase in woodland cover to be informed by
knowledge of the historical ecology of the landscape with small
scale woodland creation buffering high value sites such as gills
and enhancing landscape connectivity without ‘cutting across the
grain’ of the historic landscape taking precedence over large
plantations on historically open land. 

Indicators of success
i. No further loss of ancient

woodland from 2004 baseline;
(including woodlands under 2ha
now identified in the Revised
Ancient Woodland Inventory
completed in 2012 for the High
Weald).

W2 Objective: To enhance the ecological functioning of woodland at a landscape scale.

Rationale: To increase the viability of the woodland habitat for wildlife, by identifying and extending
the area of appropriately managed woodland (including restoring planted ancient woodland) to link and
enhance isolated habitats and species populations, providing greater connectivity between woodlands
and other important wildlife areas, and helping to facilitate species’ response to climate change.

Indicators of success
i. Increase in the proportion of

ancient woodland designated as
SSSI or equivalent;

ii. Increase in priority woodland
sites under active management.

Targets for 2019

a. Public bodies and charities owning woodland taking the lead,
supported by targeted grant and advice mechanisms, in securing
active management across large areas in multiple ownerships to i)
maintain interconnected ride and open habitat systems across
more extensive blocks of woodland particularly wooded heaths

continued on next page 

HW man Plan 2014 text_Layout 1  17/03/2014  15:17  Page 37



38Conserving and Enhancing Natural Beauty

Woodland

and ii) provide appropriate conditions to reverse the decline of
key priority species such as the Pearl-bordered Fritillary;

b. The under-representation of the High Weald’s Ancient Semi-natural
Ancient Woodland (ASNW) resource in the national network of
protected sites, remedied through complexes of small ancient
woodlands, either independently or in association with larger
ancient woodlands, designated as SSSIs or equivalent with
support for appropriate management;

c. Active interventions in place to control rhododendron and
eliminate it from the most sensitive sites e.g. gill woodlands, with
public bodies and charities taking a lead;

d. Integration of habitat, species and management data across the
Weald and support for landscape scale programmes targeted to
reverse the decline in key species and protect vulnerable habitats
such as gill woodlands; wet woodlands; veteran trees; wood
pasture and parkland;

e. Continuing support for the restoration of planted ancient
woodland sites (PAWS) building on the success of the High Weald
Ancient Woodland Restoration Project with public bodies and
charities taking a lead; 

f. Establishment of a long term ecological monitoring and research
programme to assess the management status of woodlands, and
the impact of pests and diseases such as Ash dieback; climate
change; deer browsing pressure and increased mechanisation on
the woodland resource to inform future policy;

g. Rural development support targeted at woodland businesses that
can deliver small scale and sensitive management of ancient
woodlands, with support also provided for businesses developing
a supply of ‘local seed’ tree planting stock;

h. Planning policies and decisions taking account of the low
resistance and longer recovery times of woodlands; recognising
the significance of incremental damage from trampling and
disturbance by livestock, machinery and recreational pressure; 

i. Woodland owners and managers, and woodland contractors able
to access specialised advice and training to support management
of sensitive ancient woodland habitats and associated species;

j. Felling licences and woodland grant schemes considering the
potential impact on woodland ecology in the wider landscape,
connected and adjacent woods as well as other habitats; 

k. Application of Natural England’s Standing Advice on Ancient
Woodland applied across the AONB in all relevant land use
decision making with a minimum 15m buffer33 and having regard
for individual context; 

l. Support for veteran tree surveys to establish a baseline for
monitoring and protecting such trees;

m. Implement developing UK tree and plant health biosecurity
policies and ensure effective liaison and communication between
forest managers and plant health specialists.

33 Standing Advice for Ancient Woodland,
Natural England, May 2012

continued from previous page 
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W3 Objective: To protect the archaeology and historic assets of AONB woodlands.

Rationale: To protect the historic environment of the AONB woodlands.

Targets for 2019
• Support provided for archaeological survey and research to

remedy the under-recording of the woodland archaeological
resource and inform its future management; integration of
woodland archaeology data with the Historic Environment
Records (HER), and improved dissemination of information online; 

• Public bodies and charities owning ancient woodlands leading on
proactively identifying and promoting the archaeology and
historic assets of woodlands; 

• Training in soil conservation and woodland archaeology accepted
by forestry bodies and land based training providers as a mini-
mum standard for machinery operators in ancient woodlands.

Indicators of success
i. Increase in Historic Environment

Records (HER) records for
woodlands;

ii. Increase in woodland managers
and contractors trained in
woodland archaeology.

W4 Objective: To increase the output of sustainably produced high-quality timber and
underwood for local markets.

Rationale: To achieve the most effective management that will deliver the other objectives for
woodland, to contribute to sustainable domestic timber production, to support a working countryside, 
to contribute to UK and international targets for renewable energy.

Targets for 2019
a. Public subsidy and support mechanisms for biomass and wood fuel

tailored to the character of the High Weald, focusing on small scale
residential and business log wood or mixed installations; local log
wood networks and support for woodland businesses delivering
sensitive management of ancient woodlands;

b. The Deer Initiative expanded and effective deer control secured
over large areas in multiple ownership with public bodies actively
promoting venison consumption;

c. Commitment by public bodies to promote and procure local wood
products including chestnut fencing and timber in residential
construction;

d. Support for innovation and product development focused on
utilising small diameter hardwood and softwood thinning for higher
value local uses;

e. Coordination with other bodies to lobby for tighter controls on the
global trade in plants and improve biosecurity measures to
minimise pest and disease threats; 

f. Investigate and consult on possible control and eradication
proposals for grey squirrels;

g. A partnership between forestry bodies, planning authorities and
rural development initiatives to provide business support, training
and planning advice in an integrated manner with a joint initiative
established to tackle housing and yard space affordability;

h. Training geared to efficient coppice harvesting and utilisation; pro-
grammes expanded to facilitate farmers and growers utilising wood
on the farm, and vocational training in schools and colleges to sup-
port careers in woodland management and timber processing;

i. Baseline assessment of the state of the woodland industry under-
taken with special attention given to coppice workers and the 
extent of coppicing activity.

Indicators of success
i. Increase in number of skilled

woodland workers;
ii. Increase in residential dwellings

utilising locally sourced wood
fuel and/or timber in
construction.
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Vision

A landscape in which the distinctive and historic pattern of fields is
managed to maximise its full landscape, historic and wildlife value,
and in which the special qualities of grassland and heathland
habitats are enhanced and maintained by skilled land managers.
Agricultural land is productive, whilst also contributing to
sustainable land management and providing responsible access and
enjoyment by the public.

This vision can be realised through new initiatives and policies that
seek to maintain and expand traditional land-management skills,
stimulate markets for local products, support a local infrastructure
for productive farming, and provide expert advice to land managers.

Character defined

The High Weald AONB is characterized by small, irregularly
shaped and productive fields often bounded by (and forming
a mosaic with) hedgerows and small woodlands, and typically
used for livestock grazing; small holdings; and a non-
dominant agriculture; within which can be found distinctive
zones of heaths and inned river valleys.

There are 12,571km of
historic field boundaries 

in the High Weald

Historic field boundaries

Grassland

Heathland

Wildflower meadow
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Top five issues 

• The need to secure agricultural expertise and infrastructure
through a period when small mixed farming systems are
uncompetitive in the current market irrespective of their efficiency,
resilience or wider benefits (such as resource protection and
biodiversity) and with economic pressures currently favouring
more industrial scale uses of fields, threatening ancient small scale
field patterns;

• Reduction of capacity for land management within farmsteads as
historic farm buildings and yards are converted to residential use
and modern farm buildings are removed leading to pressure for
new farm premises or processing space in the wider countryside; 

• Excessive tidiness and lack of grazing animals providing traditional
management of grassland and heathland resulting in fewer
ecological niches and a less varied vegetation structure with the
associated decline in biodiversity including insect pollinators such
as bees, moths and butterflies; 

• Climate change: the impact of unpredictable and extreme weather
events, and outbreaks of new pests and diseases;

• Risk of significant loss of and damage to rare unimproved
grasslands and recently enhanced flower rich meadows (and other
older features which tend to have high biodiversity and carbon
sequestration benefits) if CAP reform and proposed ‘greening
measures’ do not properly address the needs of permanent
grassland livestock farms or mixed farms with small arable areas.

FH1 Objective: To secure agriculturally productive use for the fields of the High Weald,
especially for local markets, as part of sustainable land management.

Rationale: To contribute to sustainable domestic food and non-food agricultural production, to support
a working countryside, and to reduce the dependency of the UK on non-sustainably managed
agricultural land and the need for long-distance transport that produces air pollutants causing harm to
health and the environment.

Targets for 2019 
a. Rural development funds better focused on support for livestock

farmers and businesses associated with livestock farming
including new technologies, dedicated support for new entrants
and an increase in support for the maintenance and reinstatement
of livestock infrastructure such as fences and gates, with a
requirement to utilise local timber; 

b. Support provided for industry initiatives to match graziers with
rented grazing at sufficient scale and tenancy length to offer
sustainable businesses that are attractive to young farmers and
new entrants;

c. Facilitation and encouragement provided for expansion in
collaborative farming projects such as meat producer
organisations; area networks for communal Stewardship
applications and producer/processor collaborations;

d. A new High Weald initiative established integrating planning and
land management support to foster small scale horticulture,
community agriculture and innovative small scale processing
activity;

Indicators of success
i. Increase in grazing animals

(cattle & sheep) contributing to
land management;

ii. Increase in business activity and
numbers of people employed in
agriculture, horticulture and
related businesses;

iii. Capacity for land management
maintained within existing
farmsteads and small
settlements.

continued on next page
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e. Local authority and public body purchasing protocols reviewed to
favour purchasing of local land management products where
possible;

f. Advice and assistance provided to small scale farmers and
growers to help them utilise new media platforms to tell the
landscape story of their products, and maximise niche marketing
opportunities;

g. Communication networks improved between farming and non-
farming landowners, government agencies and specialist advisors
to facilitate rapid adaptive responses to external events such as
new pest outbreaks, and help maximise efficient production
within environmental constraints; 

h. Wider benefits of permanent grassland and heathland recognised
including soil conservation, carbon sequestration and water
regulation and methods of valuing these services developed;

i. The importance of diversified income streams to economic
viability of small farm holdings in the High Weald recognised in
policy and support mechanisms;

j. Analysis of the built infrastructure needed to support profitable
mixed farming in the High Weald informing planning decisions
and pro-active assistance provided to existing markets, abattoirs
and cutting rooms; 

k. A network of open heathland and wooded heath sites of varying
sizes established with Ashdown Forest at the core to champion
sustainable heathland management in the face of declining
subsidy;

l. Support for organic farming which has proven environmental
benefits.

FH2 Objective: To maintain the pattern of small irregularly shaped fields bounded by
hedgerows and woodlands.

Rationale: To maintain fields and field boundaries that form a part of the habitat mosaic of the High
Weald; and to maintain this key component of what is a rare UK survival of an essentially medieval
landscape. 

Targets for 2019
a. Historic boundaries and areas of surviving medieval field systems

recognised as significant heritage assets with protection
embedded in planning and rural development policy;

b. Agri-environmental schemes and other support mechanisms
revised to provide a higher level of support for surviving
medieval field systems and historic boundaries;

c. Information about historic boundaries including data and maps
made available to all landowners and land managers;

d. A Weald-wide initiative established to record hedgerows; support
hedgelaying and hedge management, and explore opportunities
for the economic utilisation of hedge and boundary products
including log wood, faggots and late summer fodder.

Indicators of success
i. Existing extent of surviving

historic field boundaries
maintained;

ii. No loss of historic small fields;
iii. Increase in hedges in

appropriate management.

continued from previous page
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FH3 Objective: To enhance the ecological function of field and heath as part of the complex
mosaic of High Weald habitats.

Rationale: To improve the condition, landscape permeability and connectivity of fields and heaths and
their associated and interrelated habitats (such as hedges, woodlands, ditches, ponds and water
systems) for wildlife.

Targets for 2019
a. Specialist advice provided to enhance the management of grass-

land for multiple benefits including expert advice on soil and 
nutrient management; agronomy; ponds and water courses; farm-
land birds and invertebrates; horse pasture management;

b. Renewed support for a Weald Meadows initiative to foster the
economic management of flower-rich grasslands; secure the
supply of Weald Native Origin Seed and promote the uptake of
cost effective grassland enhancement schemes; 

c. SSSIs and locally designated sites important for grassland and
heathland assessed and support tailored to securing favourable
condition in line with Biodiversity 2020 targets;

d. Support provided for contractor training on conservation
management techniques and use of specialist machinery;

e. A campaign initiated to encourage non-farming owners to be less
‘tidy’ and manage fields for structural complexity and species
diversity;

f. Preparation of a High and Low Weald connectivity map to inform
green infrastructure strategies and CAP targeting and greening
measures, identifying location and management state of
landscape elements that contribute significantly to soil, air and
water quality and reversing biodiversity loss, such as permanent
pasture; semi-natural habitats; land maintained out of production
or managed for conservation purposes for continuous periods
over successive years and longer established features that tend
to have high biodiversity and carbon sequestration benefits; 

g. Agri-environment schemes refocused to: 
i) better meet the needs of small scale mixed farms and focus

on more extensive management of target features over larger
patches of land, or groups of farms, to maximise biodiversity
gain; resource protection, pollination and pest control
benefits; 

ii) focus on buffering and connecting the core unimproved
grassland sites, encompassing support for management of
grass margins/ patches to benefit invertebrates including
reducing fertilizer inputs, improving structural complexity
and enhancing the variety and seasonal range of nectar and
pollen bearing plants; 

iii) target support for heathland at large sites such as Ashdown
Forest; 

h. Targeted business and rural development support provided for
specialist conservation grazing enterprises including small capital
grants or loans, and support for product development and niche
marketing;

i. Baseline mapping of all unimproved grassland and valuable
species rich grassland completed with species recording carried
out utilising experts and community initiatives where possible.

Indicators of success
i. No further loss or degradation

of known unimproved grassland
sites;

ii. Increase in area of enhanced
flower rich grassland;

iii. Increase in proportion of
national and locally designated
sites important for grassland
and heathland in favourable
condition.
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FH4 Objective: To protect the archaeology and historic assets of field and heath.

Rationale: To protect the historic environment of the AONB other than the pattern of fields: i.e. the
individual archaeological features.

Targets for 2019
a. Recording and assessment of non-designated heritage assets

carried out consistently across the High Weald, working with
experts and community initiatives where possible, and
contributing to a wider understanding of features such as historic
parks and gardens; veteran trees; abandoned settlements;
commons; military features; wharves and harbours; 

b. Understanding of the historic role of small quarries and pits in
the socio-economic development of the High Weald recognised
and informing decisions on future small scale extraction required
to repair heritage assets.

Indicators of success
i. Increase in archaeological

surveys and Historic
Environment Records (HER) for
non-wooded sites;

ii. Increase in assessments of
significance or management
plans for individual heritage
assets. 
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Understanding and enjoying the Area’s special qualities

Vision

An AONB in which public understanding and the pursuit of
enjoyment are increased in a manner that leads to more sustainable
lifestyles and actions that protect and enhance the natural beauty of
the High Weald.

This vision can be realised through promotion of leisure activities
and education that increases understanding and enjoyment of the
character of the High Weald and reconnects people with the land;
stimulation of cultural activities that celebrate the character of the
area and its icons – major historic events, artistic or literary
creations, and famous people; support for conveniently and regularly
available local products; curtilage design guidance for residences;
initiatives that channel visitors towards locations with the capacity
and infrastructure to support ‘green’ tourism activities; and support
for non-car transport that reduces traffic on lanes and maintains the
comparative tranquillity and remoteness of the area.

Understanding and enjoyment today

The High Weald is valued as an area of scenic beauty that is attractive in which to live and work. Its
rich array of appealing villages; historic castles, houses and gardens; reservoirs; cycleways; remnant
medieval forests – Ashdown and Bedgebury – and coastline are well recognised. Most people use the
AONB for open-air recreation. Visitors also value its distinctive accommodation. There is less appreciation
of the landscape’s wider antiquity, particularly its rich ecological and archaeological interest and
knowledge of the wide array of smaller countryside sites is also more limited. Many areas of the High
Weald retain a feeling of remoteness and tranquillity, including dark skies at night. Traffic, loss of rural
character, decline in maintenance of the public rights of way network and uncontrolled pets are
significant in marring enjoyment of the AONB.

The High Weald has 2126km of footpaths, 383km of bridleways and 61km of byway

Visitor attractions
Long distance trails
Long public rights of way
Working historic railways
Historic villages
Publicly accessible natural greenspace
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Understanding and enjoying the Area’s special qualities

Top five issues 

• Lack of knowledge about AONB designation and the benefits
small changes in behaviours can bring;

• A focus on valuing views and visual enjoyment over maintaining
the ecological and economic functioning of the landscape;

• The need to understand and recognise the role of knowledge and
cultural tradition in how people value the aesthetic qualities of
the landscape;

• Quality – the area’s visitor services infrastructure requiring
investment to meet demands for higher standards;

• Detrimental impacts of traffic and noise intrusion (including
aircraft).

UE1 Objective: To increase opportunities for learning about and celebrating the character
of the High Weald.

Rationale: To help develop a commitment amongst residents, visitors and businesses to the
conservation and enhancement of the AONB.

Targets for 2019
a. Joint working between tourism, countryside, education and arts

sectors to develop innovative, celebratory countryside events and
competitions for a wider audience;

b. Increase in landowner-led events that further understanding of
land management;

d. Parish websites and magazines highlighting AONB character
components within their area;

e. Increased promotion of the AONB story and special qualities in
tourism sector marketing activities and promoted through
countryside sites, attractions and visitor information centres;

f. Promotion of authentic experiences by the tourism sector based
on local identity;

h. High Weald introductory sessions/materials provided for training
and education providers together with production of new videos
and apps that promote AONB issues and development and
promotion of character-focused heritage survey toolkits;

i. AONB boundary project to raise awareness of the High Weald’s
location and character;

j. Continuation of the AONB-focused primary school education
programme, High Weald Heroes;

k. Increase in Learning Outside the Classroom activities, for
example Forest Schools initiatives that utilise local woodlands to
teach personal, social and technical skills;

l. Continued coordination of support for green tourism and tourism
businesses through joint protected landscape initiatives such as
‘Our Land’.

Indicators of success
i. Increased participation of

residents in community events
that develop an understanding
of the rural environment; 

ii. Increase in scope and coverage
of character-based education
and interpretation programmes
and resources.

HW man Plan 2014 text_Layout 1  17/03/2014  15:18  Page 46



47Understanding and Enjoying

UE2 Objective: To increase the contribution of individuals to the conservation and
enhancement of the AONB.

Rationale: The actions of the 127,000 residents of the High Weald, and the nearly one million  people
living within 5km of the AONB, have a significant impact on the AONB.

Targets for 2019
a. Awareness campaign focused on the Caring for the High Weald

Charter issues and actions and support for projects that promote
and enable residents and businesses to undertake such activities
as: using less water; reducing, reusing, recycling;

b. AONB introductory information provided for new residents 
c. production of AONB guidelines on maintaining the rural character

of properties; 
d. Support for training events that offer opportunities for individuals

to develop skills in countryside crafts; land management and
heritage/ecological surveys and monitoring;

e. Support for charitable trusts that support AONB work, for
example the High Weald Landscape Trust.

Indicators of success
i. Increase in volunteering for

countryside management
activities;

ii. Increase in membership of local
ecological or heritage recording
groups. 

UE3 Objective: To increase community involvement in conservation and enhancement of
the AONB.

Rationale: The diverse communities with an interest in the AONB have a significant role in generating
new initiatives, and protecting and enhancing local features and distinctiveness.

Targets for 2019
a. Continuing support for community environmental projects and

maintenance of AONB character-influenced grant schemes;
b. Support for community initiatives to record the AONB and

manage threats such as Ash dieback;
c. Support and facilitation provided for community projects that

support AONB management objectives such as changing the
behaviour of drivers; encouraging responsible dog behaviour;
encouraging use of public transport; 

d. Support for parish and other community group led initiatives to
identify and conserve locally distinctive features and
characteristic sites.

Indicators of success 
i. Increase in community led

initiatives related to AONB
conservation such as local
character studies or
conservation projects.

Understanding and enjoying the Area’s special qualities
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Understanding and enjoying the Area’s special qualities

UE4 Objective: To develop and manage services that support informal open-air recreation
to facilitate ‘green’ use by all residents and visitors.

Rationale: To meet demand for recreation and ensure that this is consistent with the primary purpose
of conserving and enhancing natural beauty through developing and promoting an infrastructure and
services that maximise opportunities for everyone to enjoy, appreciate and understand the character of
the AONB.

Targets for 2019
a. Quality of the Rights of Way (RoW) network prioritised in areas

close to towns, villages, visitor attractions and within AONB rural
tourism hubs (areas with a high concentration of visitor services
and products);

b. Public-sector promoted routes rationalised and updated against
best practice criteria and maintained to high standards by Rights
of Way teams; 

c. Strategic gaps in the High Weald ROW network for walkers,
cyclists and horse riders identified with joint working to develop
projects that address strategic gaps;

d. Consultation exercises undertaken to understand the needs of
existing and potential leisure users leading to improved welcome
and orientation information at countryside sites to meet the user
needs; 

e. A coordinated approach to improving the number of access
projects that meet the needs of users with impaired mobility; 

f. Identification and promotion of viewpoints that enable
appreciation of the High Weald landscape by people of all
abilities; 

g. A requirement for new, and encouragement for existing,
accommodation providers and attractions to produce and
implement ‘green’ travel plans; 

h. Identification and promotion of themed High Weald character
short breaks that can be taken using public transport;

i. Increase in service providers achieving Green Tourism Business
Accreditation or similar;

j. Joint working to produce visitor management plans for sensitive
sites and areas, for example Ashdown Forest;

k. Networking events that enable sharing of best practice in the
development of responsible tourism, behaviour of drivers;
encouraging responsible dog behaviour; encouraging use of
public transport; 

l. Support for parish led initiatives to identify and conserve locally
distinctive features;

m. Increase the variety of walking opportunities (self-guided and
themed) to raise awareness of the positive health and wellbeing
benefits of the AONB on your doorstep.

Indicators of success 
i. County Countryside Access

Improvement Plans prioritising
AONB works in recognition of
their national role in enabling
access and leisure use; 

ii. Increase in the range and extent
of access opportunities to
better meet the needs of the
diversity of leisure users.
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Understanding and enjoying the Area’s special qualities

UE5 Objective: To promote the perceptual and aesthetic qualities that people value.

Rationale: To ensure that the special qualities people value are recognised and taken account of in
AONB management.

Targets for 2019
a. An understanding of cultural traditions that have shaped people’s

aesthetic appreciation of the landscape;
b. Information on valued locally distinctive features generated by

communities;
c. Guidance on the conservation and management of special

qualities and locally valued features produced such as:
• tranquillity and dark skies
• protection of views and assessment of visual impact
• historic features – abbeys, hop gardens etc.

d. Consultation exercises with residents, visitors and businesses to
understand how people value the landscape; 

e. Support for projects that enable people to develop joint visions
for their local landscape. 

Indicators of success 
i. Baseline information in place on

the special qualities residents
and users of the AONB value.
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