Angela Foster _ 9-\)9@ ! J 1L

From: Rupert Harper

Sent: 29 May 2018 13:32

To: TRANSPORTANDWORKSACT

Cc: Nick Herbert

Subject: SUPPORT fo Rother valley railway project
Chris.

Re: Rother Valley Railway (Bodiam to Robertsbridge Junction) Order
I am writing to you to SUPPORT the rail connection from Robertsbrige to Bodiam for the following reasons.

1) They propose to re-instate a closed line, not build a new one.

2) re-use of the trackbed will mean that collateral effects of construction work will be minimised

3) The orginal line was closed in the 1960's so there will be NO "ancient" woodland, buildings etc. that would be
affected.

4) The historic link between Tenterden and the main line at Roberstbridge would be reinstated.

5) The railway link from the main line at Robertsbridge to both Bodiam, famous for its castle, and Tenterden, the
headquarters of the KESR, will permit visitors to go by train rather than by car. This being environmentally
preferable.

6) The link will also boost tourism in the area which will help the local economy.

7) It's only a couple of miles!

If you have not been to the Kent and East Sussex Railway you should go.

It is more than just another heritage railway; they have preserved the last standard gauge part of the railway
"empire" built by Colonel Stevens. This shoestring empire was a series of unconnected minor railways all over the
country, built to minimum cost, and the KESR gives one a real feel for what these minor lines were like in their
heyday.

P.S. Nick, | have copied you on this because | am not sure that the address above is correct for Chris Grayling. Would
you be so kind as to check that he has received it please.

Rupert Harper,
B.Sc.(Eng), C.Eng., C.I.T.P., F.B.C.S., A.C.G.l.

http://www.locomotech.co.uk

If you can see the answer then you are a visionary.

If you can draw it then you are an artist.

If you can build it then you are a sculptor.

If you can explain how it works then you are a scientist.

If you can do the calculations then you are a mathematician.

If you can see it, draw it, build it, explain it, do the calculations and make it work then you are an Engineer.

(c) Rupert Harper, 2005, 2006 - may be freely distributed on condition that original authorship and copyright are
acknowledged
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