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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has developed 

proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings in Anglia.  Closing 

or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  
 

• Improve the safety of level crossing users 

• Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in 

supporting the regional and UK economy 

• Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the 

railway 

• Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway and 

other rights of way users 
 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any new 

bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 
 

Sea Wall is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Brantham Parish and has the postcode CO11 

1NL. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide whether it is safe to 

cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains. This level crossing is protected by whistle 

boards. Whistle boards are only effective between the hours of 07:00 - 23:00, outside of these hours train drivers are 

not allowed to use their horns. A photograph of the crossing is shown above. 
 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following separate options 

are currently proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 
 

Red Route - Users would be diverted on a new right of way south along the coast and though the proposed 

development site which provides a link to Factory Lane. The diversion crosses the railway via an existing underpass in 

the development site. 
 

Blue Route - Users would be diverted on a new right of way to the east of the railway in farm fields to the existing 

footbridge. This creates a new circular route to the east of the railway. West of the railway the existing restricted 

byway would be used. 
 

Green Route - Users would be diverted on a new right of way south along the coast to cross the railway via an 

existing viaduct which provides a link to Factory Lane. 
 

Orange Route - Users would be diverted on an existing footpath to cross the railway at an existing footbridge north 

east of Sea Wall level crossing. West of the railway the existing restricted byway would be used. 
 

Purple Route - Users would be diverted on a new right of way to the east of the railway in farm fields to link to 

existing rights of way. To cross the railway users would be diverted on a new right of way south along the coast and 

though the proposed development site which provides a link to Factory Lane. 
 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level crossing 

identification number S01 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 
 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline:  

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing Proposals. 

 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  
S01 - Sea Wall 

Brantham Parish – SK/E-159/013/0 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has developed 

proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings in Anglia.  Closing 

or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

• Improve the safety of level crossing users 

• Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in 

supporting the regional and UK economy 

• Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the 

railway 

• Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway users 

• Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway and 

other rights of way users 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any new 

bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Brantham High Bridge is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Brantham Parish and has the 

postcode CO11 1PL. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide whether 

it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains. This level crossing is protected by 

whistle boards. Whistle boards are only effective between the hours of 07:00 - 23:00, outside of these hours train 

drivers are not allowed to use their horns. A photograph of the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following separate options 

are currently proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 
 

Red Route - Users would be diverted on a new footpath in Network Rail land which would join up with Ipswich 

Road/The Street to the south. The diversion will use the road footway and a bridge over the railway on the A137.  
 

Blue Route - Users would be diverted on a new footpath mainly along field margins adjacent to the A137 which 

provides a link to The Street to the south. The diversion will use the footway and existing road bridge on the A137 to 

cross the railway.  
 

Green Route - Users would be diverted on a new footpath in farm fields which would join up with the existing private 

road The Street to the south. The diversion will use the road footway and a bridge over the railway on the A137.  
 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level crossing 

identification number S02 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 
 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 03457 11 

41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S02 – Brantham High Bridge 

Brantham Parish – SK/E-159/006/0 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in 

supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the 

railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway and 

other rights of way users 

 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Buxton Wood is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Bentley Parish and has the 

postcode IP9 2DB. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide 

whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of 

the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following separate 

options are currently proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route - Users would be diverted on a new footpath in farm fields west of the railway which provides a link 

to Station Road to the south and Falstaff level crossing in the north. To the south the diversion uses Station 

Road and Bentley Road level crossing to cross the railway. 

Blue Route - Users would be diverted on a new footpath in farm fields west of the railway which provides a 

link to Station Road to the south and Bentley Road level crossing to cross the railway. 

Green Route - Users would be diverted on a new footpath on the east of the railway to Falstaff level crossing 

in the north. Falstaff level crossing and existing footpaths will be used to take walkers across the railway. 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S03 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has developed 

proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings in Anglia.  Closing 

or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

• Improve the safety of level crossing users 

• Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in 

supporting the regional and UK economy 

• Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the 

railway 

• Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway users 

• Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway and 

other rights of way users 

 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any new 

bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Island is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Bentley Parish and has the postcode IP9 2LP. 

This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide whether it is safe to cross. 

The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains. This level crossing is protected by whistle boards. 

Whistle boards are only effective between the hours of 07:00 - 23:00, outside of these hours train drivers are not 

allowed to use their horns. A photograph of the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following is currently 

proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route - Users would be diverted on new footpaths either side of the railway which provide a link to Church Road 

to the north and footpaths to the south. The diversion also uses the existing road and a bridge over the railway on 

Church Road. 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level crossing 

identification number S04 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 03457 11 

41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S04 – Island 

Bentley Parish – SK/W-138/018/0#2 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital 

in supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of 

the railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway 

and other rights of way users 

 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Broomfield is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Barham Parish and has the 

postcode IP6 0NJ. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide 

whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of 

the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following separate 

options are currently proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route - Users would be diverted on the existing footway along Pesthouse Lane and then via existing 

footpaths next to the fishing ponds to an existing railway underpass.  

Green Route - Users would be diverted south from Lower Crescent on a new footpath avoiding use of 

Pesthouse Lane. This would link to existing footpaths and uses an existing underpass to the south to cross 

beneath the railway. 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S07 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital 

in supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of 

the railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway 

and other rights of way users 

 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Stacpool is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Needham Market Parish and has the 

postcode IP6 8LJ. This is a stop, look and listen public level crossing where the user has to decide whether it 

is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of the crossing 

is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following is currently 

proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route - Users would be diverted north on a new footpath to an existing bridge to cross over the railway. 

This would involve utilising land currently used for quarrying, but the new footpath would be fenced off from the 

quarry and access road.  

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S08 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital 

in supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of 

the railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway 

and other rights of way users 

 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Leggetts is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Old Newton with Dagworth Parish and 

has the postcode IP14 4EY. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to 

decide whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A 

photograph of the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following is currently 

proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route - Users would be diverted south via the existing byway and footpath on either side of the railway, 

which they would cross at Wassicks Lane. 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S11 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S11 – Leggetts 

Old Newton with Dagworth Parish – SK/W-419/006/0, SK/W-115/033/0 and      

SK/W-419/061/0 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital 

in supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of 

the railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway 

and other rights of way users 

 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Gooderhams is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Bacton Parish and has the 

postcode IP14 4HH. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide 

whether it is safe to cross and a private user worked crossing with a telephone. The railway at this crossing 

carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the footpath level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following is 

currently proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route –Public users would be diverted on the existing public rights of way to Cow Creek (Kerrys Farm) 

level crossing to cross the railway. Changes to private rights in this vicinity are being considered. 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S12 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S12 – Gooderhams 

Bacton Parish – SK/W-115/019/0 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital 

in supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of 

the railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway 

and other rights of way users 

 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Ford Green is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Bacton Parish and has the 

postcode IP14 4HN. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide 

whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of 

the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following is currently 

proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route – Users would be diverted south alongside the railway, on a new public footpath in farm fields to 

Cow Creek (Kerrys Farm) level crossing. The diversion will use the existing public footpaths on the west of the 

railway. 

Other coloured routes shown on the plan overleaf are associated with proposals at s69 Bacton level crossing – 

see separate summary sheet.  

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S13 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S13 – Fords Green 

Bacton Parish – SK/W-115/014/0 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in 

supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the 

railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway and 

other rights of way users 

 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Gislingham is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Finningham Parish and has the 

postcode IP14 4HX. This is a stop, look and listen public Bridleway level crossing where the user has to 

decide whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A 

photograph of the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close of the footpath level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following 

is currently proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route – west of the railway users would be diverted south on a new bridleway in farm fields which 

provides a link to an existing public byway. This diversion also makes use of the underpass on the byway to 

allow users to cross the railway. 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S16 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S16 – Gislingham 

Finningham Parish – SK/W-246/010/0 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in 

supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the 

railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway and 

other rights of way users 

 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Paynes is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Gislingham Parish and has the 

postcode IP23 8JE. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide 

whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of 

the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the footpath level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following 

separate options are currently proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route – Users would be diverted north on a new footpath route in farm fields next to the railway which 

would provide a link to an existing bridge to cross over the railway. This diversion also uses the existing 

footpaths to the west of the railway. 

Blue Route – Users would be diverted north on a new footpath in farm fields but the route would be next to 

Coldham Grove woodland and away from railway. The diversion would use the existing footpath and a bridge 

over the railway. 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S17 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S17 – Paynes 

Gislingham Parish – SK/W-267/022/0 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has developed 

proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings in Anglia.  Closing 

or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

• Improve the safety of level crossing users 

• Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in 

supporting the regional and UK economy 

• Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the 

railway 

• Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway users 

• Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway and 

other rights of way users 

 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any new 

bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Cow Pasture Lane is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Mellis Parish and has the postcode 

IP23 8EF. This is a stop, look and listen level crossing where the user has to decide whether it is safe to cross. The 

crossing forms part of a public byway open to all traffic (BOAT), however this is supplemented by a traffic regulation 

order in the vicinity of Chapel Farm which prohibits vehicular use. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and 

freight trains.  A photograph of the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to change the level crossing from a byway (restricted by traffic regulation order) to a 

bridleway. This is, in effect, a formalisation of the existing position and no diversion routes are therefore necessary. 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level crossing 

identification number S18 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 03457 11 

41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S18 – Cow Pasture Lane 

Mellis Parish – SK/W-389/011/0 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in 

supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the 

railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway and 

other rights of way users 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Abbotts is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Mellis Parish and has the postcode 

IP23 8DN. This is a stop, look and listen private footpath (with public access) level crossing where the user 

has to decide whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A 

photograph of the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following is currently 

proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route - Users would need to cross the railway by using the Mellis road level crossing to the north. This 

diversion uses the footway on Mellis Road as well as rural roads without footways and existing footpaths.  

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S21 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S21 – Abbotts 

Mellis Parish – Private Footpath 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in 

supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the 

railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway and 

other rights of way users 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Weatherby is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Newmarket Parish and has the 

postcode CB8 8BT. This is a stop, look and listen level crossing where the user has to decide whether it is 

safe to cross. The crossing is a permissive footpath – ie no definitive public rights of way exist at this location. 

The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of the crossing is shown 

above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following is currently 

proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route - Users would need to cross the railway by using the railway underpass at The Avenue/New 

Cheveley Road to the west. This means walking along the existing footways along The Avenue, New 

Cheveley Road, Green Road and Granary Road. 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S22 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S22 – Weatherby 

Newmarket Parish – Permissive Footpath 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in 

supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the 

railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway and 

other rights of way users 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Higham is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Higham Parish and has the postcode 

IP28 6NJ. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide whether it 

is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of the crossing 

is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following is currently 

proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route - Users would be diverted, via existing rural roads, to cross over the railway at the road bridge on 

Higham Road to the east.  

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S23 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S23 – Higham 

Higham Parish – SK/W-316/001/0#2 and SK/W-316/001/0#3 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in 

supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the 

railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway and 

other rights of way users 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Higham Ground Frame is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Barrow Parish and has 

the postcode IP28 6NS. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to 

decide whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A 

photograph of the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following separate 

options are currently proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route - Users would be diverted west on a new public footpath in farm fields to Coalpit Lane. The 

diversion would use the rural road and bridges over the railway and A14 on Coalpit Lane.  A new public 

footpath link would be provided within fields to the north side of the A14. 

Blue Route - Users would be diverted west on a new public footpath in farm fields, across Coalpit Lane then 

to Higham Road via an existing foopath. The diversion uses roads, footpaths and a road bridge over the 

railway on Higham Road to the A14 slip road. To provide more access to the east a new public footpath will be 

made to link with Haysborder Road and an existing bridleway. 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S24 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S24 – Higham Ground Frame 

Barrow Parish – SK/W-127/006/0#1 and SK/W-127/006/0#2 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in 

supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the 

railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway and 

other rights of way users 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Cattishall is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Great Barton Parish and has the 

postcode IP31 2QU. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide 

whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of 

the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following separate 

options are currently proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route - Users would be diverted west via the shared use cycle / path along Mount Road and through the 

new housing development crossing the railway at an existing underpass.  A new public track in farm fields 

would be provided to the north of the railway which would provide a link to an existing byway (and Sustrans 

route). This would be suitable for use as a cycle trail.  

Blue Route - Users would be diverted west on a new public track in farm fields on the north side of the railway 

which would provide a link to Bradbrook Close via an existing railway underpass. This would be suitable for 

use as a cycle trail.  

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S25 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S25 – Cattishall 

Great Barton Parish – SK/W-271/017/0 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  
 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in 

supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway and other 

rights of way users 
 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing 

Reduction Strategy do not include any new bridges or underpasses, and offer 

benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Barrels is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Thurston Parish and has the postcode 

IP31 3RJ. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide whether it 

is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of the crossing 

is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following separate 

options are currently proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route – Users heading west would be diverted on a new footpath on the north side of the railway (NR 

land) to Barrels Road (west). This diversion uses the existing footpaths, rural roads and road bridge on Barrels 

Road to cross the railway. Users heading east would be diverted on new footpath in farm fields to Barrels 

Road (east).  
 

Blue Route – Users heading west would be diverted on new footpaths north and south of the railway to 

Barrels Road (west). This diversion uses the existing footpaths and road bridge on Barrels Road to cross the 

railway. Users heading east would be diverted on a new footpath in farm fields to Barrels Road (east). 
 

Green Route – Users would be diverted by using the existing rural roads. A new footpath diversion would be 

needed on the east side of the level crossing to link to Gingells Cottage bridge (Barrells Road). 
 

Orange Route – Users heading west would be diverted on a new footpath in on the north side of the railway to 

Barrels Road (west). The diversion uses the existing footpaths, rural roads and road bridge on Barrels Road to 

cross the railway. Users heading east would be diverted on new footpath in farm fields to Barrels Lane (east). 
 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S27 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 
 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S27 – Barrels 

Thurston Parish – SK/W-523/005/0#1 and SK/W-523/005/0#3 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  
 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital 

in supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of 

the railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway 

and other rights of way users 
 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 
 

Grove Farm is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Thurston Parish and has the 

postcode IP31 3SF. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide 

whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of 

the crossing is shown above. 
 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following separate 

options are currently proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 
 

Red Route – Users heading west would be diverted on a new footpath on the north side of the railway (NR 

land) to Barrels Road (west). This diversion uses the existing footpaths, rural roads and road bridge on Barrels 

Road to cross the railway. Users heading east would be diverted on new footpath in farm fields to Barrels 

Road (east).  
 

Blue Route – Users heading west would be diverted on new footpaths north and south of the railway to 

Barrels Road (west). This diversion uses the existing footpaths and road bridge on Barrels Road to cross the 

railway. Users heading east would be diverted on a new footpath in farm fields to Barrels Road (east). 
 

Green Route – Users would be diverted by using the existing rural roads. A new footpath diversion would be 

needed on the east side of the level crossing to link to Gingells Cottage bridge (Barrells Road). 
 

Orange Route – Users heading west would be diverted on a new footpath in on the north side (NR land) of 

the railway to Barrels Road (west). The diversion uses the existing footpaths, rural roads and road bridge on 

Barrels Road to cross the railway. Users heading east would be diverted on new footpath in farm fields to 

Barrels Lane (east). 
 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S28 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 
 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  
S28 – Grove Farm 

Thurston Parish – SK/W-523/011/0#1 and SK/W-523/011/0#2 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in 

supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway and other 

rights of way users 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing 

Reduction Strategy do not include any new bridges or underpasses, and 

offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Hawk End Lane is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Elmswell Parish and has the 

postcode IP30 9ED. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide 

whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of 

the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following separate 

options are currently proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route - Users would be diverted west on a new public footpath, mostly in private fields, to an existing 

railway bridge at Hall Farm. This diversion would join with existing public footpaths which go back to Hawk End 

Lane.  The drawing overleaf shows the full east west desire lines in red in the vicinity of the crossing. 

Blue Route - Users would be diverted over the railway at the road level crossing on Station Road to the east. 

This uses the existing footways along Station Road, School Road and Hawk End Lane. 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S29 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S29 – Hawk End Lane 

Elmswell Parish – SK/W-234/012/0 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital 

in supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of 

the railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway 

and other rights of way users 

 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Lords No. 29 is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Elmswell Parish and has the 

postcode IP30 9UD. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide 

whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of 

the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following option is 

currently proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route - The option here is to just close the level crossing and the short section of public footpath on the 

north and south side as the public right of way is a dead end to the south. There is still a way over the railway 

at a footbridge, 225m to the west, off Eastern Way. 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S30 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S30 – Lords No. 29 

Elmswell Parish – SK/W-234/009/0#1 and SK/W-234/009/0#2 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital 

in supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of 

the railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway 

and other rights of way users 

 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Mutton Hall is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Wetherden Parish and has the 

postcode IP14 3LS. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide 

whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of 

the crossing is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following is currently 

proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Red Route - Users would be diverted on a new public footpath on the south side of the railway in farm fields to 

Base Green Road. The diversion would use rural roads and a road bridge to cross over the railway on Base 

Green Road. 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S31 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 

 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S31 – Mutton Hall 

Wetherden Parish – SK/W-554 035/0 
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks they pose, and has 

developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at over 130 of its level crossings 

in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital 

in supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of 

the railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway 

users 

 Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highway 

and other rights of way users 
 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any 

new bridges or underpasses, and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable. 

Bacton is one of the level crossings in Suffolk County.  It is located in Bacton Parish and has the postcode 

IP14 4NS. This is a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide whether it 

is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains.  A photograph of the crossing 

is shown above. 

Our proposed change: Is to close the level crossing to all users. To cross the railway the following separate 

options are currently proposed (shown on the drawing overleaf): 

Green Route - Users would be diverted on existing footways to the north, crossing the railway on the 
underbridge at Pound Hill (no footway through the bridge) and on to Broad Road.  A new public footpath on 
the west side of the railway in farm fields is proposed to link to existing public rights of way to the west and 
south and an alternative railway level crossing point at Cow Creek (Kerry’s Farm).  The Red Route is 
associated with proposals at S13 Ford Green and is shown for information regarding alternative railway 
crossing routes.  

Blue Route - Users would be diverted on existing footways to the north, crossing the railway at the 
underbridge on Pound Hill (no footway through the bridge) and on to Broad Road.  A new public footpath next 
to the allotments would be constructed to link to existing public rights of way to the west and south and an 
alternative railway level crossing point at Cow Creek (Kerry’s Farm).  The Red Route is associated with 
proposals at S13 Ford Green and is shown for information regarding alternative railway crossing routes. 

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the level 

crossing identification number S69 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised. 
 

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk or phone the helpline: 

03457 11 41 41. We thank you for your time and providing your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing 

Proposals. 

Anglia  
Level Crossing Proposals  

S69 – Bacton 

Bacton Parish – SK/W-115/013/0 
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Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy                                                                       Update – December 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the past few years Network Rail has been working hard to better manage its level crossings and the risks 

they pose.  It has developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at around 130 

level crossings in Anglia.  Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:  

 

 Improve the safety of level crossing users 

 Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in supporting the regional and UK economy 

 Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the railway 

 Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway users 

 Improve journey time reliability for railway, highway and other rights of way users 

 

The level crossings in this initial phase of the Anglia programme do not include any new railway bridges or 

underpasses and offer benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable.   

 

A second round of public consultation was held in September / October 2016 on our preferred options for the 

possible closure or change to public rights of way at around 130 level crossings in Anglia.   

This information pack is to update you on which proposals have been significantly changed within Suffolk, as a 

result of the feedback received from the public and stakeholders.   

Please note that proposals which are unchanged or have minor modifications from the September consultation are 

not included in this public information update. 

 
We have made notable changes to our proposals at the following level crossings in Suffolk. 
 

 
The following pages provide 
you with details of our latest 
proposals for these level 
crossings.   
 
These are also available on the 
project website: 
www.networkrail.co.uk/ 
anglialevelcrossings.   
 
Please note, proposals for other 
level crossings in the 
programme that are not 
referred to in this information 
pack are unchanged or have 
minor modifications only.   
  

Update on Anglia  

Level Crossing Proposals  

Changes resulting from consultation - Suffolk  
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Island is one of the level crossings in the County of Suffolk.  It is 

located in Bentley Parish and has the postcode IP9 2LP.  This is a 

stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user 

has to decide whether it is safe to cross.  This level crossing is 

protected by whistle boards.  Whistle boards are only effective 

between the hours of 07:00 – 23:00; outside of these hours train 

drivers are not allowed to use their horns.  The railway at this 

crossing carries passenger and freight trains with a line speed of 

100 mph.  There are generally 286 trains passing through this level 

crossing per day.  A photo of the crossing is shown here.  

 

Public consultation was held in September 2016 on the preferred 

option (at the time) for this level crossing.  7 questionnaire responses were received.  Key themes included: 

 Comments that the new footpath along Capel St. Mary Road is not required, as the road has high banks and 

good visibility and would therefore be appropriate for pedestrians to walk along 

 Support for the creation of a circular route on the western side of the railway  

 Concerns that the diversion route is too long 

 

This flyer is to update you on changes to our proposals as a result of the feedback received in September from the 

public and stakeholders for the Island level crossing. 

 
Our revised proposals are to close Island level crossing to all users.  Crossing infrastructure would be removed and 

fencing installed to prevent trespass onto the railway.  The proposed diversion route is similar to the one shown in the 

previous round of consultation with some notable changes.  After further discussions with the landowner and local 

authority, the new footpath which was proposed to be created running parallel to Capel St. Mary Road, has been 

removed.  Instead users will use the road itself, as this has been identified as being suitable for pedestrians due to its 

good visibility and wide grass verges.  The new footpath running on the eastern side of the railway between S04 level 

crossing and the existing bridge would be created partly within Network Rail land instead of fully within private land. 

The new footpaths would be constructed to an appropriate standard with new wayfinding signs with details to be 

discussed and agreed with the local authority.  Finally, the proposed footpaths which join up to Capel St. Mary Road 

on both sides of the railway will be aligned around proposed vehicle restraint barriers (to be implemented by Suffolk 

County Council as part of a separate scheme).  An overview of the revised proposals is shown on the drawing 

overleaf.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anglia  

Level Crossing Proposals  
S04 – lsland 

Bentley Parish 
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Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy                                                                       Update – December 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paynes is one of the level crossings in the County of Suffolk.  It is 

located in Gislingham Parish and has the postcode IP23 8JE.  This is 

a stop, look and listen public footpath level crossing where the user 

has to decide whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing 

carries passenger and freight trains with a line speed of 100 mph. 

There are generally 90 trains passing through this level crossing per 

day.  A photo of the crossing is shown here.  

 

Public consultation was held in September 2016 on the preferred 

option (at the time) for this level crossing.  4 questionnaire 

responses were received.  Key themes include: 

 Suggestions that the round 1 blue route would be a more suitable option as it took walkers away from the 

railway line 

 Concerns that the diversion route is too long 

 Comments that the diversion route involves too much interaction with motor vehicles 

 

This flyer is to update you on changes to our proposals as a result of the feedback received in September from the 

public and stakeholders for the Paynes level crossing.   

 
Our revised proposals are to close Paynes level crossing to all users.  Crossing infrastructure would be removed and 

fencing installed to prevent trespass onto the railway.  The diversion route on the western side of the railway has 

stayed the same, but the eastern side has been changed.  In the updated proposal, users would no longer make use 

of footpath W-267/022/0 and a new footpath running adjacent to the railway.  Instead, users would make use of a 

new 2m wide footpath which would start at the northern end of footpath W-563/004/0 and then run north to join up 

with footpath W-267/021/0 running in field margins to the east of a small woodland.  The new footpath would be 

constructed to an appropriate standard with new wayfinding signs with details to be discussed and agreed with the 

local authority.  Footpath W-267/022/0 would be extinguished.  An overview of the revised proposals is shown on the 

drawing overleaf.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anglia  

Level Crossing Proposals  
S17 – Paynes 

Gislingham Parish 
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Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy                                                                       Update – December 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We appreciate you taking the time to read this information, and we hope it has been useful to you.  
 

 

The information in this pack is also available on the project website:  
www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings  
 

 

If you have any queries about the scheme in general, please contact the Network Rail helpline (03457 11 41 41 or on 

the project website).  If you wish to comment on the proposals, please use the project email address: 

anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk.  Alternatively, please write to Network Rail free of charge by putting 

FREEPOST ANGLIA LEVEL CROSSING PROPOSALS on an envelope and including your comments inside. 

 

 

 
  

Update on Anglia  

Level Crossing Proposals  

Thank you  
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Next steps 

 Further assessment work and preparation of a draft Transport and Works Act Order for submission in March 

2017 

 Formal objection / representation period 

 Formal public scrutiny, the form of which will be decided by the Secretary of State for Transport 

 

 

 

  

Update on Anglia  

Level Crossing Proposals  
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Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy 
Suffolk PROW Proof of Evidence 

Tab 5. 

Local Highway Authority Meeting Minutes 
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Record of meeting/discussion 



 

MMF011 Jul 2009 - PM/108/01 Page 1 of 8 © Mott MacDonald 2009 

Project title Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy Client Network Rail 

Subject Suffolk County Council meeting Project no 367516 

Location Suffolk Association of Local Councils, Unit 
11a, Hill View Business Park, Claydon, 
Ipswich, IP6 0AJ 

Date of meeting 27 July 2016 

 Network Rail:  Andrew Kenning, Steve Day, Nick Eddy 

 Mott MacDonald: Jason Smith, Steve Price, Nathan Huntley 

 

Suffolk County Council:  Andrew Woodin, Kerry Allen, Steve Kerr, Glyn French 
David Fawcett 

 Ipswich BC Michael Newsham (Westerfield S33 crossing only) 

 Mid Suffolk/Babergh:  Sharon Berry, Stuart McAdam 

  

 Apologies: Sara Noonan 

  

Recorded by: Nathan Huntley 

Distribution: As above plus Dylan Corrigan (NR), Sue Tilbrook (MM) 

 

Minutes – REV B Action  

SCC would have preferred consultation results in advance of meeting – they will need 
to see this and all other evidence before final recommendations can be made to Cllrs 
and a formal response made. JAS noted that MM/NR would welcome a ‘Statement of 
Common Ground’ which could be drafted in conjunction with SCC to assist in the 
TWAO objection removal process.  

JAS noted that NR are to prepare a ‘Needs Case’ for the scheme to provide 
justification of changes. The purpose of this meeting is to review the proposals.  

The meeting noted that the proposed programme is very short – SCC expressed 
concern that a MM/NR option validation workshop on 10 August does not allow time for 
a considered SCC response and is therefore not helpful in the long run. 

SCC will not be able to formally respond prior to Validation workshops.  Could respond 
prior to Phase 2 consultation – SCC commitment to provide collated response on these 
crossings before end August. Noted that Phase 2 consultation will be around 12-19 
September. 

It was noted that the SK reference should be removed from all future plans. 

SCC considers that the Census surveys are of limited value when looking at PROW.  
Lots of development and growth planned across the County, and LPA has policies in 
terms of health and amenity – local PROW are very important. It was recognised that 
the surveys were a ‘snapshot’ and would be used by MM to make a judgement on likely 
low, medium or high use. 

SCC expressed concern that RSAs have been undertaken without full supporting 
information – ie accident data, census surveys, traffic data. MM confirmed this 
information was requested but not issued by SCC prior to the RSA commencing. 

SCC questioned NR on when commuted sums would be agreed. It was agreed that the 
details of this should be left for a later stage when the proposals are more developed. 
However units rates for typical activities might be usefully discussed in advance of that. 

NR agreed to undertake full 9 day analysis of all crossing census data. 

SCC to provide list, if required, of additional ATC / pedestrian surveys at locations 
away from the level crossings for NR to consider instructing MM to carry out. SCC 

SCC to provide 
consolidated response 
on crossing proposals by 
the end of August 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MM to correct FP 
reference for next set of 
consultation plans – 
remove the SK prefix. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MM to provide additional 
6 days census analysis 
when available results to 
provide list of alternative 
ATC / ped surveys 
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Record of meeting/discussion 

Continuation sheet 



Project No.  Date of Meeting  

 

MMF011 Jul 2009 - PM/108/01 Page 2 of 8 © Mott MacDonald 2009 

Minutes – REV B Action  

confirmed that they do not have pedestrian census data for the level crossings in the 
study nor do they have an existing methodology for undertaking such surveys 

SCC stated widths for new PRoW would normally be a minimum of 1.5m and 3m for 
field edge footpaths and bridleways respectively and a minimum of 1m and 2m 
respectively for cross field footpaths and bridleways respectively. The conclusive width 
for a new PRoW would depend on circumstances. Fencing in of footpaths will not 
generally be supported. The specification for each new PRoW will be considered on a 
case by case basis. 

Meeting discussed MM desire to work with SCC on standard details which would be at 
a later detailed design stage post autumn and prior to TWAO submission.  

MM confirmed that Phase 2 consultation plans will show lengths of PROWs to be 
extinguished and fully define the type of right to be taken. 

SCC noted that they would consider supporting the maintenance of some ‘dead-end’ 
PROWs if it was considered that they would continue to serve an amenity feature of 
benefit to the public and will work with MM to agree this. 

MM to consider suite of measures which could be implemented for providing walking 
space for pedestrians over narrow rural road bridges for discussion/agreement with 
SCC. In some cases this may involve one way traffic under signal control.  

Note that traffic light (red, yellow, green) system to be used in recording minutes 

Green – no objections at this stage 

Yellow – Proposal is OK in principle but further considerations needed 

Red - Objection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MM to provide concepts 

S01 – Sea Wall – FP13 Brantham  

SCC had concerns over several of the proposed routes (red, purple green).  

MM set out our discussions with RSPB and their concerns about proximity to bird sites 
on the coast and that this area should be avoided where possible. 

SCC supportive in principle of an amended Blue route which turns back east and does 
not enter the peninsula area, further modifications were discussed to avoid the reed 
beds near S01, subject to RSPB and Natural England discussions. SCC support is 
subject to sight of the precise route and condition. 

 

MM to amend blue route 

S02 – Brantham High Bridge – FP6 Brantham  

What is the thought process in including this crossing and not others?  NR to provide 
Needs case, LX protected by whistle boards which NR is keen to remove 

SCC support retention of FP to Mowers Spinney and new route via Jimmy’s Lane or a 
new PROW to the south of Mowers Spinney. 

To mitigate SCC concerns regarding the extra road walking distances, it was 
suggested that footpath to northeast is linked to Brantham Bridge FPs (138/001, 
Brantham and 514/034, Tattingstone). MM agreed to consider further. 

Meeting noted consultation suggestion that blue route be relocated in fields east of 
road. MM considering merits of suggestion. 

SCC is not in a position to express an option preference at this stage, until the required 
RSA is undertaken and this information shared with the council, discussion ensued 
regarding the red route with FP additions on the west side to remove the amount of 
road walking as described above – MM noted red route is late NR addition and 
required further study/inputs from NR. 

NR to provide ‘Needs 
Case’ once complete 

Consider PRoW 
improvements at 
Brantham Bridge to the 
north & consider use of 
Jimmy’s Lane to the 
south MM/NR 

 

 

MM to share full RSA 
with SCC  
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Record of meeting/discussion 

Continuation sheet 



Project No.  Date of Meeting  
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S03 – Buxton Wood – FP22 Bentley  

NR confirmed that Falstaff not chosen for closure as too far from alternatives and 
important east west route. 

Meeting noted that the green route removes RSA issues on Station Road and is 
preferred by the Parish Council. 

Consultation favours green route and SCC minded to agree, however SCC consider 
both the blue and green routes should be provided to link the Falstaff and Bentley 
crossings. A bit more work is required on the pros and cons of the blue route. 

MM site visit needed to assess Falstaff level crossing topography and flooding reports. 

SCC – support in principle for both green and blue routes 

 

MM to consider further 
safety issues associated 
with the Blue Route 

 

S04 – Island FP18 Bentley  

SCC issues relate to the diversion length (additional 500m) and they would not support 
this. Safety concerns also expressed about use of road overbridge. SCC requires sight 
of the full RSA. 

SCC suggested a route west of the railway alongside the road to provide a more direct 
route and also a circular walk. Overall, the PRoW gives access to Alton Water and 
should be as direct as possible. [Later note – the PRoW gives linear access from Capel 
St Mary to Alton Water] 

Meeting noted that diagonal route to Maltings House would not be of great benefit and 
would not be included in proposals. 

MM to consider circular 
route 

 

MM to provide full RSA  

S05 – Pannington Hall – FP34 Wherstead  

MM noted that after discussions with the tenant, the red route has been found to have 
adverse impact on business operations and would very probably be ruled out of the 
proposals. Further discussions required with the landowner.  

Developer to the South (Bretts) is supportive of the Blue Route.  

Questions remain over the length of FP through Jimmys Farm – general thought is 
extinguishment unless SCC comes back with any amenity reason to retain. 

RSA being undertaken. 

SCC no further comments at this stage and there would need to be a satisfactory RSA 
outcome. 

 

 

SCC to consider whether 
Jimmy Farm FP is to 
remain or be 
extinguished 

 

MM to provide full RSA 

S06 – FP15a Little Blakenham  

Removed from scheme as mitigation measures deemed too costly for this project stage  

S07 Broomfield – FP12 Barham  

Preference is green route. 

Main issues are of flooding along riverside existing FP 120/030 – need to mitigate – 
MM to consider improvements to surfacing.  If can be resolved then no objections are 
expected 

Meeting noted RSA issues with red route – SCC noted Vehicle Restraint System (VRS) 
impacts on FP120/011 and ideally should be amended as part of the proposals if this 
option is selected. 

MM to consider FP 
improvement measures 
to mitigate flooding 
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SCC requested FP 120/102 be retained to the level crossing from Pesthouse Lane to 
LX to serve fishing access but extinguished on west side of the railway. 

SCC to consider if length of existing  FP 120/011 can be extinguished from Pesthouse 
Lane north of ponds (approx 125m) to remove VRS issue. 

Subject to the improvements referred to above SCC does not object to the green route  

MM to show on plans 

SCC to consider FP 
removal 

S08 Stacpool – FP33 Barking  

Continued objection due to length of the diversion. 

SCC Highways confirmed maintenance is undertaken on footway along B1113 and 
footway is considered fit for purpose. Given suitability of footway it was unlikely that a 
new PROW diversion on the south side of the railway would be progressed. 

MM confirmed quarry operations have to keep 5m margin from NR land which would 
be used as FP diversion with fencing. Meeting noted quarry vehicles already share 
road with FP 121/031. 

SCC objection based on loss of amenity value and PRoW situation between the railway 
and quarry road. Were the southern link to be provided however, SCC would not 
object. 

 

S11 Leggets, S12 Gooderhams, S13 Fords Green & S69 Bacton FP6 Old Newton 
& Dagworth, FP19 FP14 FP13 Bacton 

 

SCC objects to the proposals for these crossing in their current form. Issue in regard to 
looking at crossings in isolation, holistic approach required – should be put to next 
funding round with a view to rationalise and provide some crossing infrastructure.  SCC 
needs to know where future infrastructure will be to inform current closures. NR stated 
future bridge would be provided in current proposal philosophy in the vicinity of Cow 
Creek LX. MM went through the rationale of consolidating crossing in the area and our 
discussions with landowners.  

Four closures in short distance – creates very long diversions and puts pedestrians 
onto roads 

NR / MM need to speak to football club re use of footpath – post meeting pitch layouts 
and previous abortive PRoW change information obtained by MM. 

 

SCC noted Pound Hill bridge prone to flooding due to poorly maintained NR ditch. SCC 
asked NR to unblock and maintain the ditch which would help alleviate flooding and 
reduce complains from locals.  

 

Development (to the north-east) may be providing footway under the bridge – further 
investigation required. SCC to provide development details. SCC noted that there had 
been no historical requests for a footway to be provided here. (to the north-east). 

Key SCC concern was the length of road walking – post meeting note: MM is 
considering an alternative which may reduce this.  

 

SCC stated they would like to suggest alternative proposals – agreed that proposals 
would be needed to be submitted by end August at the latest 

 

 

 

 

MM (Ardent) to contact 
the football club.MM to 
investigate 
improvements to remove 
flooding  

 

 

MM to liaise with local 
planning authority to 
scope location and 
extent of re-development 
areas 

 

SCC to provide 
alternatives 

S14 & S15 – removed from scheme as legally closed  

S16 – Gislingham - BW10 Finningham  
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No objections at this stage  

S17  – FP22 Paynes  

SCC noted circular route would be needed to west – footways to remain bar the short 
length of FP 267/026 down to the LX  

No objections at this stage to red route. Blue route not supported. SCC sought further 
information on certification of new PRoW.  

NR to provide more 
information on the 
TWAO process and how 
local authority standards 
will be applied.  

S18 Cow-pasture Lane– Byway 11 Mellis  

No objections at this stage  

S19 – Rectory Road  

MM confirmed that there would be concerns over agricultural vehicles on local road 
network should S19 be closed to all motorised vehicles; SSC also shared these safety 
concerns.  Further work to be done on number and size of vehicle, options for 
mitigation or retain private user rights.  NR is therefore now minded to retain private 
user crossing rights for registered users via a locked gate.  

SCC expressed its disappointment that previous advice on downgrading to a bridleway 
has been ignored – they thought bridleway status had been agreed for current and 
future road downgrades.  The Council want to protect bridleway status for future 
improvements.  There should be a general principle of where a public vehicular route is 
downgraded, it should be to bridleway status not footpath. MM noted that whilst S19 
connects with a footpath on the western side it is also in proximity to Mellis Road and 
that a bridleway should be further considered.  

The meeting discussed the onwards footpath only rights west of the level crossing. NR 
agreed that, given current potential to retain private users rights that the bridleway 
provision will be retained. 

SCC object to downgrade to FP status 

SCC no objection to downgrade to BW status and retention of private user rights. 

 

NR / MM to confirm 
whether private user 
worked rights will be 
retained. 

S20 Beecroft & S21 Abbotts  

S20 is a private crossing to be resolved between NR/landowner. Meeting noted that the 
potential for private vehicle rights at Rectory Road LX would apply to Beecroft as well. 

No Objections at this stage  

 

S22 Wetherby - Newmarket  

Lots of use and public concerns over closure. 

SCC suggest move to later stage for a bridge. 

 

S23 – Higham – FP1 Higham  

No objections to principle of closure, subject to satisfactory RSA outcome – need to 
look at road safety and need for footways.  Consider against current use. 

SCC confirmed that the A14 slip road to the east of the Higham Lane is maintained by 
the council and west of Higham Lane is maintained by Highways England.  

MM to supply SCC with 
full RSA 
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MM confirmed that the current proposals consider that there is no pedestrian desire to 
walk along the slip road from between Higham Lane and FP 316/001, Higham and that 
no new footway was being considered here. 

S24 Higham Ground Frame – FP4 Higham  

SCC noted the initial RSA had identified some issues and noted a further RSA is to be 
undertaken. The council suggested investigating use of existing road ‘Needles Eye’ 
track to existing railway underpass and a circular route eastwards.  Also what about 
existing farm track to the west of Needles Eye to link to the crossing.  Need to consider 
this in the context of existing local routes. 

MM to consider circular walking route via new PRoW near Barrow Heath, as well as 
use of a network of farm tracks which may be permissively used by the public  

SCC noted that the proposed east link to BW 127/018 appeared useful. 

SCC to consider and come back to Project team before the end of August as they 
consider there is an acceptable proposal to be agreed here. 

MM noted that western diversion from the LX is within an experimental farm and further 
consultation is required. 

 

MM to consider options 

SCC to consider options 
in this location and 
suggest preferred 
diversion routes 

S25 Cattishall – FP17 Great Barton  

Bridge is proposed by developer 

Assurances from NR regarding air rights etc may be acceptable to West Suffolk 
Council as the LPA.  All about timing 

SCC object to red and blue routes on the basis that they consider it is unacceptable to 
undertake the crossing closure before a bridge is provided, and without a bridge the 
alternative route is too long.  

NR to provide written 
confirmation of granting 
air rights and legal costs 
associated with future 
bridge 

S26 Great Barton – BR12 Great Barton  

Level crossing bridleway rights have now been extinguished and SCC request this 
crossing be removed from the current review - no objection 

Post meeting update: following legal closure with effect from 4/8/16, this level crossing 
has been removed from the project. 

 

S27 Barrells & S28 Grove Road – FP5 FP11 Thurston  

SCC proposed that one crossing could be closed (Grove Farm) and one could be left 
open – NR to consider. 

Variation of blue route looks best – some further work and landowner consultation 
required. 

MM noted that NR confirmation that the rail corridor is suitable for pedestrian use is 
awaited. 

SCC will consider the proposal to close both crossings if NR can demonstrate both the 
blue and red routes can be provided. NR to check if blue route will fit into the rail 
corridor  

SCC to provide further 
written response on 
preferred diversions 

 

NR confirmation needed 

NR to provide rail traffic 
projections  

S29 Hawk End Lane – FP12 Elmswell  

SCC supportive of the red route to link to Parnell Lane underpass, subject to 
agreement on width, surfacing and fencing. S106 agreement with the developer also 
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proposes similar solution. Some difficulties in delivering this on the ground and 
landowner resistant –  

S30 Lords No 1 – FP9 Elmswell  

Existing dead-end footpath FP leads to permissive routes – MM needs  further dialogue 
with landowner to establish what these routes are and what alternatives can be 
provided 

SCC no objections to extinguishment in principal, with recommendation that MM 
investigate permissive routes 

 

 

MM to consider 
permissive routes 

S31 Mutton hall – FP35 Wetherden  

Objections to using red route due to perceived RSA issues with road to east if 
pedestrian improvements measures are not undertaken. Noted that MM RSA did not 
highlight issues. 

SCC would support alternative diversion route to the west using underpass 1168. 

 

 

MM to discuss 
permission to proceed 
with alternative option 
with NR  

S32 Haughley Green – FP1 Haughley  

SCC objections to length of blue route using road to east without pedestrian 
improvements 

SCC objections to safety of blue route. 

MM noted that NR confirmation that the rail corridor is suitable for pedestrian use is 
awaited. 

MM to consider 
measures to provide 
space for pedestrians on 
narrow bridges  

 

NR confirmation needed 

S33 Westerfield – FP18 Ipswich  

SCC questioned the need for the proposals as a developer bridge is due to be provided 
and this (Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy) may undermine negotiation with 
the developer (Ipswich Garden Suburb development) – which is for 2000 dwellings 
proposed in this area.  New schools, district centres.  Developer may seek to use 
proposal as justification for not providing a bridge. 

The Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy proposals are due for implementation in 
2019 whilst the developer bridge (if it goes ahead) would be provided in 2021 or 2022. 
MM made clear that our proposals and NR cannot rely on a third party development 
which may or may not happen or the form of which may be altered. Furthermore should 
the development provide a footbridge the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy 
proposals could act firstly as an interim solution (from 2019 to 2022) and secondly to 
enhance connectivity with the developer proposals for which there is 20 year 
development build out starting in 2017 – bridge to be built 2020/21. Outline planning 
applications are on the council website.  

It was acknowledged that the Felixstowe branch line capacity improvements would 
result in more trains per day.  

Secure fencing is to be provided all at closed level crossings to tie into existing fencing 
or of at least 100m length in order to help prevent misuse.  

SD observed that leaving the crossing open until the bridge is opened will expose 
Network Rail to increasing risks for several years through intensification of use.  

IBC and SCC do not want the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy proposals to 
prejudice the future developer footbridge. The Anglia Level Crossing Reduction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NR will grant air rights 
and closure does not 
prejudice a new bridge.  
NR must provide this in 
writing with the 
guarantee of no 
additional costs 
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Strategy will not extinguish rights of way up to the level crossing and NR is minded to 
grant air rights for a future footbridge; therefore this should not compromise a future 
footbridge. IBC requested that NR (Steve Day) issue a letter confirming this position 
and agreeing to air rights at no cost.  

SCC asked if an RSA had been done on the red route and MM responded this is in 
hand.  

SCC objects to the current proposal. 

IBC may be minded not to object with NR guarantees on air rights, blue route, and 
mitigation  
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Subject Suffolk County Council meeting Project no 367516 

Location Suffolk Association of Local Councils, Unit 
11a, Hill View Business Park, Claydon, 
Ipswich, IP6 0AJ 

Date of meeting 19 October 2016 

 Network Rail:  Andrew Kenning, Steve Day,  

 Mott MacDonald: Jason Smith, Steve Price, Nathan Huntley, Sue Tilbrook 

 

Suffolk County Council:  Steve Kerr, Glyn French (west PROW), David Fawcett, 
Annette Robinson (east PROW), Kerry Allen (TP) 

  

 Apologies: Andrew Woodin,  

  

Recorded by: Nathan Huntley 

Distribution: As above plus Natasha Davies, Nick Eddy (NR) 

 

Minutes – REV A Action  

Commuted sums – SCC unable to provide response on this until they see the final 
scheme and details, with site visits required.  SCC may be able to provide high level 
principles but cannot agree design details and commuted sums without significant 
further work. 

MM to provide initial set of assumptions and questions on commuted sums. 

SCC to provide guidance on the maintained footpaths widths if these are greater than 
the assumed 2m width of right of way for pedestrian use or 3m for bridleway. 

 

Note that traffic light (red, yellow, green) system to be used in recording minutes 

Green – no objections at this stage 

Yellow – Proposal is OK in principle but further considerations needed 

Red - Objection 

 

 

 

MM 

SCC 

 

 

S01 – Sea Wall – FP13 Brantham  

Greater Anglia proposal for washing facility to the north of the railway.  SCC queried 
whether this would help to open the underpass.  To be determined through the 
planning process. 

Round 2 plan to be amended to include dead end to the Sea Wall on the southern side 
and tweaking of new footpath route to follow field edges. 

NO OBJECTIONS in principle 

(Post meeting note – discussions with Natural England have resulted in the dead end 
to Sea Wall not being retained.) 

 

 

 

 

S02 – Brantham High Bridge – FP6 Brantham  

SCC queried why link to the north hadn’t been moved to link to the existing PROW to 
reduce (existing) road walking on A137.  SCC would consider this a mitigation for 
increase in road walking at the southern end of the route. 

Retain as AMBER due to the A137 issue and length of diversion.  If a safe link to the 

 MM 
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existing footpaths on the A137 would be provided, then the proposal could be changed 
to green. 

NR to also to urgently consider diversion route for temporary closure. 

MM 

 

NR 

S03 – Buxton Wood – FP22 Bentley  

Steps may be required at Falstaff, but no concerns raised at consultation – SCC to 
consider but assumption is that steps will not be provided. 

Unsurfaced grass path proposed subject to watercourse.  Simon Curl at SCC is the 
Floor Risk Manager and should be contacted in regard to drainage issues. 

NO SCC OBJECTIONS in principle.  

 

 

MM 

 

S04 – Island FP18 Bentley  

Capel St Mary verge would be only be cut once a year whereas a footpath would get 
twice yearly cut. 

Issue of VRS increasing the diversion length 

SCC no objections in principle to walking on Capel St Mary due to wide verge. 

NR to advise of clearance to use railway land on east side of diversion to remove 
impacts on private land. 

Retain AMBER status subject to further design work 

  

 

 

MM 

S05 – Pannington Hall – FP34 Wherstead  

MM raised the proposal of widening surfacing on approaches to bridges – general 
support for widening but some concern regarding solid white lines as these may give 
peds a false sense of security, but should be ok in this situation as it gives the 
appearance of road narrowing and reducing speeds.  Also issue of maintaining 
reduced vegetation. 

MM to look at field margin path to north of railway. 

SCC want a bridleway rather than footpath to the south of The Street but it was noted 
by NR that this route only connects to footways and that on that basis the proposals 
would not seek to enhance/upgrade the public rights of way. 

NR to consider increasing footpath width to 3m to give SCC option of upgrading to a 
bridleway at a future date 

GREEN to alignment & AMBER to status 

 

 

 

MM 

 

 

 

MM/NR 

 

S06 – FP15a Little Blakenham  

Removed from scheme as mitigation measures deemed too costly for this project stage  

S07 Broomfield – FP12 Barham  

Hard stone footpath to be provided to mitigate any flooding effects. Details to be 
confirmed upon scheme Approval. 

MM to feedback EA discussions but retain as currently proposed 

NO SCC OBJECTIONS in principle. 

 

MM 
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S08 Stacpool – FP33 Barking  

Initially SCC noted that they may object to the scheme but this was amended to an 
Amber status (due to length of the diversion and loss of amenity due to some road 
walking) as it was accepted that once quarrying operations finished this could help 
open the nature reserve. 

MM to provide further details on timing in terms of restoration of the quarry to nature 
restoration. 

 

 

 

MM 

S11 Leggets, S12 Gooderhams, S13 Fords Green & S69 Bacton FP6 Old Newton 
& Dagworth, FP19 FP14 FP13 Bacton 

 

S11 Leggetts & S12 Gooderhams – no objections 

SCC view is that closure of 4 closely spaced crossings generate the need for a bridge  

S13 – no objections 

S69 – objections – issues of road walking on Broad Street, flooding at Poundhill, not a 
grade separated solution 

Proposals from landowner require further consideration – on initial inspection they don’t 
offer much.  SCC to consider further 

(post meeting note – SCC have considered the landowner / tenant proposals for S69 
and cannot support them due to increased maintenance liability and loss of amenity of 
the existing footpath) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S14 & S15 – removed from scheme as legally closed  

S16 – Gislingham - BW10 Finningham  

No objections in principal  

S17 – FP22 Paynes  

SCC noted circular route would be needed to west – footways to remain bar the short 
length of FP 267/026 down to the LX  

The meeting discussed public support for the easterly most route from stage 1 
consultation (blue route). 

No objections in principal at this stage to R2 plan 

No objection in principal to previous blue route either which is favoured by landowner.  

SCC stated they would reconsider blue route and would attend site to check on the 
route. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCC 

S18 Cow-pasture Lane– Byway 11 Mellis  

No objections   

S19 – Rectory Road  

Lots of political pressure – MM to provide note on emerging design, key points, census 
data etc.   

SCC no objection to downgrade to BW status and retention of private user rights.  
Some road surface improvements will be required. 

NR / MM to confirm 
whether private user 
worked rights will be 
retained. 
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(post meeting note – private user worked rights will be retained at S19 but only for 
those with land interests / business operations in close vicinity on both sides of the 
railway) 

S20 Beecroft & S21 Abbotts  

S20 is a private crossing to be resolved between NR/landowner. Meeting noted that the 
potential for private vehicle rights at Rectory Road LX would apply to Beecroft as well. 

No Objections at this stage  

 

S22 Wetherby - Newmarket  

Lots of use and public concerns over closure. 

SCC suggest move to later stage for a bridge. 

 

S23 – Higham – FP1 Higham  

No objections to principle of closure, subject to satisfactory RSA outcome  MM 

S24 Higham Ground Frame – FP4 Higham  

No objections 

MM to check if any interest in dead end footpath – eg listed building 

 

MM 

S25 Cattishall – FP17 Great Barton  

NR instructing legal on provision of footbridge (not a bridleway bridge).  May be 
provided prior to closure. NR to advise SCC. 

Red without agreement – green with the legal agreement  

NR 

S26 Great Barton – BR12 Great Barton  

Following legal closure with effect from 4/8/16, this level crossing has been removed 
from the project. 

 

S27 Barrells & S28 Grove Road – FP5 FP11 Thurston  

SCC need to consider further – not provided previously requested red and blue routes 

Barrells Road bridge – ok with white line delineation and warning signing  

 SCC 

S29 Hawk End Lane – FP12 Elmswell  

SCC agreed the use of steps down to the underpass would be acceptable if a ramp 
wouldn’t fit 

Subject to delivering what is shown on the plan there are no objections in principal 

 

S30 Lords No 1 – FP9 Elmswell  

No objections in principal  

S31 Mutton hall – FP35 Wetherden  
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Potential Objections.  Not taken on board route to west, although this has poorer 
connectivity to the PROW network. 

SCC to review MM note and provide further response on VMS proposals 

(Post meeting note – response by D Fawcett on 23/11/16 – stating that SCC does not 
agree with the proposals due to potential conflicts at the bridge 

 

 

S32 Haughley Green – FP1 Haughley  

SCC objections to length of blue route using road to east without pedestrian 
improvements 

SCC to consider if traffic light installation could be supported 

MM noted that NR confirmation that the rail corridor is suitable for pedestrian use is 
awaited. 

Post meeting note – response by D Fawcett on 23/11/16 – SCC do not support the use 
of traffic signals at this location and therefore cannot support the crossing closure) 

MM to consider 
measures to provide 
space for pedestrians on 
narrow bridges  

NR confirmation needed 

S33 Westerfield – FP18 Ipswich  

Green if written confirmation requiring air rights and landtake at no cost to SCC for 
future bridge along this section of track. 

NR to confirm the 
position in regard to 
future proposals. 
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Location: Adverse
Reference: Slight Adverse

Neutral
Slight Benefit

AM Peak Benefit
PM Peak Suggested impacts to be removed from the appraisal

Peds (18hr)

Summary of Impacts Summary of Impacts

Red Route Blue Route

Suggested impacts to be removed from the appraisal Suggested impacts to be removed from the appraisal

Vehicles

Non motorised users

Rail

Road

Suggested impacts to be removed from the appraisal Suggested impacts to be removed from the appraisal

Suggested impacts to be removed from the appraisal Suggested impacts to be removed from the appraisal

Public Accounts
Temporary Construction

Constructability

Strategic Stakeholder

Statutory Stakeholder

Landowners

Local User Groups

Public

Scheme
Promoted

Promoter
Objectives

Reduce the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the
railway

Improve the safety of LX users

Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway

Improve journey time reliability for all railways, highways and
other rights of way users

Reduce delays to railway, pedestrian and other highway
users

Severance

Option and non-use values

Cost to Broad Transport Budget /CAPEX

Other

Practical Feasibility

Public Acceptability

So
ci

al

Commuting and Other
users

Reliability impact on Commuting and Other users

Physical activity

Journey quality

DIA Scoping

Accidents

Security

Access to services

Affordability

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l

Noise

Air Quality

Greenhouse gases

Landscape

Townscape

Historic Environment

Biodiversity

Water Environment

Option

Ec
on

om
y

Business users & transport providers

Reliability impact on Business users

Regeneration

Wider Impacts

Type: Public footpath crossing

Census data
(All Users):

Impacts

Description

406175

PRI40321
Pencil

PRI40321
Pencil

PRI40321
Pencil
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Tab. 7 Objectors Alternatives 
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Suffolk Objection Alternatives 
PLEASE NOTE – WITH REFERENCE TO SECTION 1.4 OF MY PROOF OF EVIDENCE THIS DOCUMENT 

DOES NOT INCLUDE SUGGESTIONS BY OBJECTORS FOR FOOTBRIDGES, WARNING LIGHTS, 

AUTOMATIC GATES ETC WHICH ARE NOT PART OF THE CURRENT STRATEGY OF THE PROJECT.  
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Objection 21 / Thomas Hill QC / S04 / Island 

Alternative suggested 

 

Response to alternative 
During later stages of consultation with Suffolk County Council, the design team were made aware 

that the Highway Authority had undertaken an assessment of the current standards of protection 

offered to the railway that would prevent vehicles from crashing into railway land and onto rail lines 

and trains in the case of any road traffic accidents next to the railway line. This is an industry 

standard following the fatal railway crash at Selby in 2001. This work is a local authority scheme and 

separate from the works proposed for the level crossing closures, but has had to be taken into 

consideration by Network Rail in developing its proposed diversionary route.   

The alternative proposed by the petitioner appears to depend on changes being made to the 

positioning of the vehicle restraint barriers.  As that scheme does not form part of the Order, I 

understand that changes to the positioning of the barriers cannot be recommended by way of 

modification to the proposed Order.  However, I comment briefly below on the proposals advanced 

by the petitioner. 

Vehicle restraint barriers (crash barriers) are required along the road for prescribed lengths 

depending upon the speed of the road and vehicles that use it to afford the necessary protection to 

the railway. 

The barriers cannot be positioned parallel to the railway under the regulations as this would not 

protect the railway from car accidents. The barriers would occupy the verge space adjacent to the 

road due to design requirements needed to ensure correct barrier deflections. 

It is considered that pedestrians would have to walk around the barriers as the worst case and this 

has been indicated on the plans. 
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Objection 23 / Suffolk Local Access Forum / S01 / Sea Wall 

Alternative suggested 

 

Response to alternative 
A short section of the footpath 13, approximately 350m (0.2 miles) to the south of the level crossing 

is being extinguished from the definitive public right of way map after consultation with statutory 

bodies responsible for the habitat and wildlife in this area (Natural England). 

During the pre-round 2 design stage, consideration was given as to whether it would be feasible to 

retain the coastal footpath up to the south side of the level crossing and it was noted that Suffolk 

County Council would not object if this was retained. Meeting were held with, Natural England and 

the RSPB who are both key stakeholders for this section of the route. Natural England expressed 

concerns that any future development north of the railway could increase footfall on that section of 

footpath within close proximity to such a sensitive ecological area (Stour and Orwell Estuaries, 

designed as an SSSI, an SPA and a Ramsar Wetland of International Significance). To allow the RSPB 

to access the site when required it was noted that private access rights could be arranged with 

Natural England. Therefore, taking cognisance of the comments from the Natural England who 

wished to seek to ensure that the footfall to the ecologically sensitive area was managed, the round 

1 consultation was amended for the second round of consultation to lie outside the reed bed area 

which is now part of the TWAO submission. 

The proposal contained in the Order will  mitigate adverse effects on wildlife habitats in  the 

adjacent area of reed bed habitat and remove the creation of a public right of way ‘dead end’ to the 

level crossing which would be closed under the scheme proposals. The Stour Valley Way is 

approximately 1.0 km west of the level crossing and can still be reached via the diversion route.   

Retaining this short section of Footpath 13 is therefore not an option that would be supported by 

Natural England and we consider the proposals put forward in the Order to provide a suitable and 

convenient alternative PROW for the purposes of s.5(6) TWA 1992. 
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Objection 23 / Suffolk Local Access Forum / S13 & S69 / Fords Green 

& Bacton 

Alternative suggested 

 

Response to alternative 
Pedestrians already make  use of the B1113 rural road and verges at present to reach ongoing wider 

public rights of way to the east of the level crossing (footpath 4 Cotton, footpath 44 Cotton). This 

current use would be continued under the current diversion proposals. 

It is considered that the proposed new footpath south from S69 on the east side of the railway has 

addressed the concern of the Objector by removing the need for road walking along the B1113, 

south of Footpath 13, through the provision of the new field edge footpath. 
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Objection 23 / Suffolk Local Access Forum / S23 / Higham 

Alternative suggested 

 

Response to alternative 
The alternative proposed by SLAF would require the creation of a new footpath on private land. 

A Road Safety Audit independent of the design team was carried out under this Order and did not 

identify any issues with the road.  

Automatic Traffic Counts have been undertaken (see document NR32/2 at Tab 1) on Higham Road 

and Higham Lane which shows a 2 way daily flow of traffic of 893 vehicles with a speed of between 

36-41mph which is below the posted speed limit of 60mph. 

The Road Safety Audit has not raised concerns in relation to the use of Higham Lane  for use on the 

diversion route and therefore , it was deemed that there is not a compelling case in the public 

interest to  acquire rights  to create a new field edge footpath over the private land suggested by this 

objector. 

It is considered that the diversion route as set out in the TWAO submission plans provides for  a 

suitable and convenient alternative to the PROW affected by the Order, and that the creation of a 

footpath on third party land cannot be justified in this location. 
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Objection 23 / Suffolk Local Access Forum / S31 / Mutton Hall 

Alternative suggested 

 

Response to alternative 
The level crossing generally provides north south connectivity for the public rights of way over the 

railway. An inspection of the public rights of way shows that the majority of the ongoing routes lie to 

the northeast of the level crossing. The public rights of way over the level crossing connect 

Wetherden in the south to Haughley Green (via a 3.2km walk) and Bacton (via a 5km walk). The 

existing public rights of way footpath 20 Wetherden and footpath 17 Wetherden use Wetherden 

Road to allow ongoing connectivity to the south of the railway and users have a walk along 

Wetherden Road at present to access the footpaths. 

Consideration was given as to whether it would be preferable to relocate the alternative proposal to 

the west and to use the bridge under the railway on Captains Lane as the diversion route. However,  

as the majority of the public rights of way lie to the east (northeast) of the level crossing, this option 

was not taken forward as it would be less convenient to divert users to the west, having regard in 

particular to the increased length of such a diversionary route.    
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Objection 25 / Orwell Settlement Trustees (Ben Crossman) / S12 & 

S69 / Gooderhams & Bacton 

Alternative suggested 

 

Response to alternative 
With regards to point 1 it is noted that the TWAO proposals do not have measures which restrict the 

width and height of the existing railway bridge on Pound Hill. 

With regards to point 2, it is acknowledged that at the first round of public consultation Network Rail 

tabled an option for a footpath to be diverted south from S13 Fords Green level crossing along the 

eastern side of the railway to Cow Creek level crossing.  

However, following the round 1 consultations, the proposal was subject to further discussions with 

Suffolk County Council who proposed an alternative diversion route on the western side of the 

railway. This amendment was considered to mitigate the loss of footpath connectivity due to the 

removal of the S13 level crossing by providing greater options for ongoing pedestrian movement to 

the north and south, which would also mitigate for the loss of circular walks currently available via 

the S13 level crossing. 
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Objection 26 / E Hudson Baker / S12 & S69 / Gooderhams & Bacton 

Alternative suggested 

 

 

Response to alternative 
At the first round of public consultation we tabled a diversion for S13 Fords Green footpath to be 

diverted south on the eastern side of the railway to Cow Creek level crossing.  

However, following the round 1 consultations, the proposal was subject to further discussions with 

Suffolk County Council who proposed an alternative diversion route on the western side of the 

railway. Rather than only retaining the current footpaths that the objector refers to, this 

amendment was considered to mitigate the loss of footpath connectivity due to the removal of the 

S13 level crossing by providing greater options for ongoing pedestrian movement to the north and 

south, which would also mitigate for the loss of circular walks currently available via the S13 level 

crossing. 
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Objection 34 / Gordon Crosby / S08 / Stacpool 

Alternative suggested 

 

 

Response to alternative 
The diversion route that the objector has indicated is not one that would be required, as the aim of 

the footpath network in this location is to walk west-east and vice versa, and in this respect 

connectivity is maintained.  
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The diversion route the objector has indicated in yellow is not the one submitted with the order 

which provides for connectivity between the public footpath network  

I consider that the diversion route as set out in the TWAO submission plans is a more suitable and 

deliverable proposal. 

Option 1: 

We have discussed the existing footway on the B1113 associated with the level crossing closure 

diversion with Suffolk County Council. A Road Safety Audit has been undertaken which has not 

identified any issues with the use of this existing footway. In discussing the matter with Suffolk 

County Council we noted that it would be within their remit to allocate funding to undertake road 

safety improvement schemes where, for example, SCC deemed it necessary to resolve known issues 

such as accident blackspots or where persistent public concerns have been raised on the grounds of 

roads safety. They have confirmed that they have no such reasons to amend the 120m of footway 

and it is noted that Suffolk County Council have not objected to the proposals. 

Options 2 and 3 

Either of these options would require a new PROW to be created on third party land.  As the 

diversion route proposed in the Order is considered to be suitable and convenient,  , it is not 

considered that there is a compelling case in the public interest to take rights over the third party 

land which would be required to provide the routes suggested by Mr Crosby.  
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Objection 37 / Colin and Judith Hull/ S13 & S69 / Fords Green & 

Bacton 

Alternative suggested  

 

 

Response to alternative 
 

Suggested Alternative of relocating FP13 

Pedestrians already make  use of the B1113 rural road and verges at present to reach ongoing wider 

public rights of way to the east of the level crossing (footpath 4 Cotton, footpath 44 Cotton). This 

current use would be continued under the current diversion proposals. 

The Road Safety Audit that has been undertaken has not highlighted issues with the use of Broad 

Road and associated verges in this location.  There have been no publicly recorded accidents 

involving pedestrians on this length of the B1113 between 1999 and 2017.   

Having regard to the existing use of the B1113 [and usage anticipated as a result of the closure of 

the level crossings], the diversionary  route proposed under the Order is considered to be a suitable 

and convenient alternative.   On the basis there is not considered to be a compelling case in the 

public interest to take rights over the football club grounds  in order to relocate the footpath. 

Use of Old Underpass 

Network Rail have advised that the process of abandoning the underpass entailed the breaking out 

and removal of the structural elements of the underpass prior to filling it in. In essence there is no 

underpass remaining to re-use. 
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Objection 44 / John R. Keeble & Son (Brantham) Limited / S02 / 

Brantham High Bridge 

Alternative suggested  

 

Response to alternative 
 It is considered that retaining the footpath into the woodland will retain some amenity value for 

users in the area with support shown in previous consultation responses and in discussion with 

Suffolk County Council. This will be marked on public rights of way maps in due course to show that 

there are no ongoing routes external to the woodland and show that there is no crossing of the 

railway.  

Provision of temporary information signage informing users that the route is to be closed and 

indicating the route of the diversion would be installed on site prior to the closure and maintained 

for a period of time after the closure is in place. These time periods would be agreed with Suffolk 

County Council. 

 

 

 

  

189



Objection 62 / Anthony Taylor / S02 / Brantham High Bridge 

Alternative suggested  

 

 

 

Response to alternative 
A more direct route from the end of The Street to tie in between P149 and P150 was assessed but 

was not taken forward due to the impact such a route would have on the  higher amenity private 

land (gardens) which would be affected.  As the route proposed in the Order was considered to be 

suitable and convenient, it was considered there was not a compelling case in the public interest to 

take the rights over this private land needed to create a footpath along the route proposed by the 

objector, when there is  a suitable alternative route through fields away from private properties. 

Further investigations on the effects on the trees will be undertaken at detailed design. 

The alternative route in fields next to the A137 was shown at round 2 consultation in September 

2016. This route was not taken forward due to the increase in road walking which would be required 

from the layby to the existing footway opposite The Street and the need to use a longer length of 

private fields compared with the TWAO route.  
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Statement of Case 01 / Suffolk County Council / S01 / Sea Wall 

Alternative suggested 

 

 

Response to alternative 
A short section of the footpath 13, approximately 350m (0.2 miles) to the south of the level crossing 

is being extinguished from the definitive public right of way map after consultation with statutory 

bodies responsible for the habitat and wildlife in this area (Natural England). 

During the pre-round 2 design stage, consideration was given as to whether it would be feasible to 

retain the coastal footpath up to the south side of the level crossing and it was noted that Suffolk 

County Council would not object if this was retained. Meetings were held with, Natural England and 

the RSPB who are both key stakeholders for this section of the route. Natural England expressed 

concerns that any future development north of the railway could increase footfall on that section of 

footpath within close proximity to such a sensitive ecological area (Stour and Orwell Estuaries, 

designed as an SSSI, an SPA and a Ramsar Wetland of International Significance). To allow the RSPB 

to access the site when required it was noted that private access rights could be arranged with 

Natural England. Therefore, taking cognisance of the comments from the Natural England who 

wished to seek to ensure that the footfall to the ecologically sensitive area was managed, the round 

1 consultation was amended for the second round of consultation to lie outside the reed bed area 

which is now part of the TWAO submission. 

The proposal contained in the Order will  mitigate adverse effects on wildlife habitats in  the 

adjacent area of reed bed habitat and remove the creation of a public right of way ‘dead end’ to the 

level crossing which would be closed under the scheme proposals. The Stour Valley Way is 

approximately 1.0 km west of the level crossing and can still be reached via the diversion route.   

Retaining this short section of Footpath 13 is therefore not an option 

that would be supported by Natural England and we consider the 

proposals put forward in the Order to provide a suitable and 

convenient alternative PROW for the purposes of s.5(6) TWA 1992.
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Statement of Case 01 / Suffolk County Council / S23 / Higham 

Alternative suggested

 
 

Response to alternative 
Suggestion 1  

A new footway and tactile crossing point have been proposed to address issues  raised in the Road 

Safety Audit with regards the A14 slip road.  The Road Safety Audit did not identify any issues with 

regards to the use of Higham Lane. 

The use of Higham Lane in the design diversion proposals mirrors the current usage of the rural 

footpath network in the area. Footpaths 05 Higham, 06 Higham and 07 Higham all use Higham Lane 

currently as the route to permit users to continue their ongoing journeys to the wider public rights 

of ways in the area and this will continue as part of the design proposals. 

Accident details of Higham Lane have been obtained from Suffolk County Council and show that 

there have been no accidents along the road in question in the period 2011-2015. The ATC traffic 

data shows that vehicle numbers are low, particularity at the weekends and that the 85% speed is 

well below the posted 60mph speed limit.   The verges and footways which would be used as part of 

the diversionary route would be used by those who would have used the level crossings in the same 

manner as they are used currently by pedestrians accessing the wider PROW network in the area.. 

Walkers using the existing public rights of way in the area also use Higham Lane and those diverted 

from the level crossings will  use the road in the same way. On this basis it is considered that 

alternative route proposed under the Order is suitable and convenient, and the acquisition of further 

rights over private land  to create the new footpath suggested by the Council cannot be justified. 

It is considered that  the use of Higham Lane is also suitable and safe to use  and therefore there is 

not a compelling case in the public interest to acquire the rights over private land which would be 

required to provide the alternative suggested. 
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Suggestion 2  

 

The alternative route proposed under the Order uses the existing arrangement of footpath 05 

provided by the definitive public rights of way which, it is assumed, are deemed suitable and safe by 

Suffolk County Council. 

Footpath 05 Higham at present connects to Coalpit Lane approximately 200m south of the railway, 

where there are no ongoing dedicated pedestrian facilities. Therefore users currently have to walk 

along Coalpit Lane. Under the proposals, users would have less road walking on Coalpit Lane as they 

would only be required to make a short crossing the road to make use of the new field edge 

footpath. 

It is noted that the stopping sight distance to the footpath 05 Higham from the south is 

approximately 170m, which is in excess of the requirements for 50mph traffic speeds as set out in 

the Design Manual For Roads and Bridges Volume 6, Section 1, TD9/93 Table 3. Visibility from the 

north is approximately 230m which is suitable for speeds in excess of 60mph.  

It is considered that there is no material difference between use of footpath 05 as part of the 

diversion route and its present use, but Network Rail would be happy to discuss further the issue of 

maintenance of the hedgerows in the area  with Suffolk County Council if they are currently causing 

concerns for users of footpaths in the area. 
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Statement of Case 10 / The Ramblers Association / S25 / Cattishall 

Alternative suggested 

 

Response to alternative 
The diversion suggested above was not taken forward as it did not align favourable with the 

proposed development and existing Byway 04 was considered to be of a lower standard of surface 

finish than the existing tarmac road which is proposed for use as the diversion north of the level 

crossing.   
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Statement of Case 11 / NFU (on behalf of David Caldwell) / S03 / 

Buxton Wood 

Alternative suggested 
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Response to alternative 
 

Network Rail’s land to the east of the railway is a sloped embankment and is not suitable for a public 

right of way.  The creation of a level path would require cutting into the embankment,  potentially  

undermining its stability.   
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Statement of Case 11 / NFU (on behalf of Messrs E Hudson Baker 

(Orwell Park Estate)) / S13 / Fords Green 

Alternative suggested 

 

Response to alternative 
 

It is considered that two new footpaths (north and south) from S13 are required and I set out the 

reason for the two footpaths below:   

Proposed footpath north from S13 to S69 

These proposed route for S69 shown at round 1 public consolation (NR32/2 at Tab 2) included a long 

section of road walking on B1113. The round 1 consultation proposals were subject to a Stage 1 

Road Safety Audit carried out in line with HD19/15 and by an independent team remote from the 

option development design team. 

The Audit identified the following problem with the round 1 proposals (blue and green) for S69: 

Location: Broad Road. 

Summary: Risk of vehicle to pedestrian collisions. 

The standard of verge varies along Broad Road with a minimal verge in places and several sections 

where vegetation is overgrown restricting the available width for pedestrians.   This is likely to result 

in pedestrians walking within the carriageway.  Traffic speeds were observed to be high particularly 

on the straight section and towards the southern end of Broad Road there is a sharp bend which 

may restrict forward visibility of pedestrians in the carriageway.  These factors could result in 

collisions between vehicles and pedestrians.  

Recommendation: It is recommended that a suitable footway is provided to enable pedestrians to 

continue along Broad Road without walking within the carriageway. 

Following round 1 discussions were held with Suffolk County Council who had concerns about the 

length of road walking on the B1113.  

Rather than undertake the RSA recommendation to provide footways along the B1113, the option to 

remove road walking altogether was provided by adding a new field edge footpath north along the 

railway from S13 Fords Green to S69 Bacton level crossing was taken forward to round 2 public 

consolation and then into the TWAO submission. 

Proposed footpath south from S13 to S12 
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The objector refers to a route highlighted on a NR plan 04 dated October 2016. The appears to 

accord with the proposal shown at the first round of public consultation, where we tabled a 

diversion for S13 Fords Green footpath to be diverted south on the eastern side of the railway to 

Cow Creek level crossing. NR round 1 consultation plans did not indicate footpaths to be 

extinguished, but it is noted that the objector had highlighted a section of Footpath 20 Bacton, 

which they would prefer to be closed.  

However, following the round 1 consultations, the proposal was subject to further discussions with 

Suffolk County Council who proposed an alternative diversion route on the western side of the 

railway. Rather than providing the route on the east side of the railway that the objector refers to, 

this amendment to provide the route on the west side was considered to mitigate the loss of 

footpath connectivity due to the removal of the S13 level crossing by providing greater options for 

ongoing pedestrian movement to the north and south which would also mitigate for the loss of 

circular walks currently available via the S13 level crossing. Footpath 20 Bacton needs to remain 

open to maintain the existing network on the east of the railway. 
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Statement of Case 12 / Forest Heath District Council / S22 / 

Weatherby 

Alternative suggested 

 

Response to alternative 
 

The proposed alternative diversion suggested at 5(d) of the objection letter was addressed in 

Network Rail’s response to the objection letter of [XX].  I set out the material section of the NR letter 

below: 

“During development of our proposal, we have considered the possibility of an alternative footpath, 

along the southern edge of the track bed westwards toward the railway bridge, which you refer to. 

This option was not practical due to issues with the change in level from track height to road height 

with limited land. This proposal would have required acquisition of residential land which could not 

be justified and the need to relocate a Network Rail operational telecoms mast and its associated 

equipment.”  
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Statement of Case 8 / Hulls Farm / S13 & S69 / Fords Green & Bacton 

Alternative suggested 

 

Response to alternative 
With regards to a straight extinguishment of FP13 this has been discussed with SCC who wish to see 

the footpath retained. It is considered that the current proposals incorporating Footpath 13 provide 

north south connectivity in mitigation for the removal of access across the railway due to the level 

crossing closures. 
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Statement of Case 9 / Mairi Johnston and Alistair Fish / S24 / Higham 

Ground Frame 

Alternative suggested 

 

Response to alternative 
 

The closure of the two level crossings causes a loss of north-south public rights of way. By improving 

east-west links to make reaching the available crossings of the railway and A14 easier, options for 

local circular routes and longer distance walks are improved.  Network Rail therefore remains of the 

view that the proposed route D-E is both required, and suitable and convenient, for the reasons set 

out in section 2.14 of my Proof of Evidence. 

  

202



Page Intentionally Left Blank 

203



204 

Mott MacDonald | Anglia Level Crossings Project Suffolk PROW Proof of Evidence 

Tab. 8 Environmental Assessment Summary 
Note 





Technical Note 
 

Project: Anglia Level Crossings Reduction Strategy 

Our reference: MMD-367516-TN26 Your reference: 

Prepared by: A Cox Date: 23/10/2017 

Approved by: S Tilbrook Checked by: F Kilmurray 

Subject: Environmental Assessment Summary Note  

Summary of Environmental Assessment 

1. An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Request was prepared by Mott MacDonald on 

behalf of Network Rail for the Suffolk Level Crossings Reduction Order, submitted to the Secretary of 

State for Transport in on 19th January 2017. The EIA Screening Decision was requested from the 

Secretary of State for Transport in accordance with rule 7 of the Transport and Works Act (Applications 

and Objections Procedure) (England and Wales) Rules 2006 (“The Rules”). In accordance with rule 

7(5), the EIA Screening Request included plans to identify the land in question, a brief description of the 

nature and purpose of the proposed works and a high level assessment and brief description of the 

possible effects of the works on the environment. For the EIA Screening Request, a test was applied to 

assess whether the project would be likely to result in significant effects upon the environment. The high 

level assessment was based on both field surveys and desk studies. 

2. Annex IV of the EIA Directive specifies a range of environmental issues that should be addressed as 

part of the EIA screening process. These issues comprise: population, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, 

climatic factors, material assets, including the architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape 

and the interrelationship between the above factors. Climatic factors were not included within the 

Screening Request as it was considered that the proposals are small in scale and will be unlikely to 

affect climate. However, traffic and transport issues were included due to the transport elements of 

the scheme. The following topics were therefore included within the EIA Screening Request to cover 

construction and operation to comply with the requirements of Annex III: 

• Ecology; 

• Landscape; 

• Historic environment; 

• Ground conditions; 

• Water resources; 

• Traffic and transport; 

• Noise; 

• Air quality; and 

• Socio-economics and community. 

3. Several assumptions were made for the purpose of the assessment for the EIA Screening request. It was 

assumed that unless approved by the Local Planning Authority, any physical works required for the 

scheme outside of Network Rail land would not be undertaken during unsociable hours on Mondays to 
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Saturdays and no works would be undertaken on Sundays or Bank Holidays to minimise any 

disturbance to residents or businesses. It was assumed that all construction contractors would be 

obliged to comply with Network Rail’s environmental contract requirements and they will be required to 

produce a contractor’s construction environment management plan prior to commencing any physical 

works and to comply with any relevant legislation. These documents would also include appropriate risk 

management and communication protocols with stakeholders outlining recognised best practice 

measure to address any environmental concerns found on site before constructions commences. 

4. For each level crossing within the Suffolk Order, a high level assessment was undertaken to determine 

the likelihood of significant environmental effects during the construction and operational phases using 

field survey results and desk studies, undertaken using public data available up to January 2017. With 

regards the matters in the Statement of Matters, paragraphs 4 (c) and 4 (d), these were covered within 

the following topics: the impacts on flood risk were covered by the water resources assessment, impacts 

on any SSSI or local wildlife site were covered under the ecology assessment, impacts on landscape 

were covered by the landscape assessment and other environmental impacts were covered by the 

historic environment, air quality, noise, ground conditions, traffic & transport and socioeconomics and 

community assessments. The limited size, nature and location of the proposed works were considered 

when determining the likelihood of significant environmental effects. 

5. The assessment concluded that there were no likely significant environmental effects arising from the 

proposals, given the limited size, nature and location of the works, as reported in the EIA Screening 

Request. The Screening Decision received from the Secretary of State for Transport in March 2017 

concluded that an EIA was not required. 

6. The assessment was carried out under the requirements of Schedule 1 to the TWA Applications Rules 

which did not include health as a topic. Due to the limited size, nature and location of the works it is 

unlikely that the proposed works would give rise to adverse significant effects to human health. 

7. The EIA Screening Assessment covered a total of 25 level crossings within Suffolk. Since the 

submission of the EIA Screening Request, one of the level crossings has been removed from the 

Suffolk Order. This was S05 Pannington Hall. The removal of this level crossings does not affect the 

assessment or our conclusions. 

8. Network Rail has also considered the potential effects of the scheme on agricultural land and forestry and 

in developing the scheme has sought where possible to minimise land affected, maintain farm access 

routes and kept new prows to field margins where possible. The Order provides for compensation and for 

land used temporarily to be restored to the reasonable satisfaction of the owners. Network Rail is also 

willing to provide appropriate fencing or other security measures reasonably required as a result of the 

scheme to be discussed with landowners as detailed design of the order proposals is progressed. 
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Origin and Importance

1. Along many of the highways of England and Wales are to be found
strips of land open to the public, running between the metalled road and
the fences inclosing the adjoining land. Such strips are often irregular in
character and sometimes of considerable width.

2. A reason for their origin is to be found in the judgment of Abbot, LCJ
in Steel v Prickett (1819) 2 Stark 463 NP, where he used these words:

In remote and ancient times when roads were frequently made through
uninclosed lands, and when the same labour and expense was not
employed upon roads, and they were not formed with that exactness
which the exigencies of society now require, it was part of the law, that
the public, when the road was out of repair, might pass along by the
side of the road. This right on the part of the public was attended with
this consequence that although the parishioners were bound to repair
the road, yet, if an owner excluded the public from using the adjoining
land, he cast upon himself the onus of repairing the road ... hence it
followed as a natural consequence that when a person enclosed his
land from the road he did not make his fence close to the road, but left
an open space at the side of the road to be used by the public when
occasion required ... the object was to leave a sufficiency of land for
passage by the side of the road when it was out of repair.

3. When an owner has left such a strip alongside the road, with the
intention that the public should be able to use it for passage, and the
public has so used it, there is a presumption that he intended to dedicate
the strip as part of the highway, and such strips must in many cases be
deemed to have been so dedicated. In that event, the strip alongside
the road, is just as much part of the 'highway' as the metalled road itself.

4. Sometimes the roadside strips belong, not to the owner of the adjoining
property, but to the lord of the manor, and are part of the manorial waste.
In such cases they may or may not be subject to rights of common, but
in either event they may be held to have been dedicated to public
passage, in which case also they are part of the highway. See East v
Berkshire County Council (1911) 76 JP 35; and Evelyn v Mirrielees
(1900), 17 TLR 152, CA; 65 JP 131n).
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5. These 'roadside strips' are now more commonly referred to as 'roadside
verges'. It is important that strips of roadside verge should be
safeguarded from any illegal attempts to inclose them for the following
reasons.

6. In cases where no footway has been constructed alongside the metalled
road, the verge enables pedestrians to proceed with greater safety than
they would on the metalled road.

7. Verges often provide a soft turf surface of value to equestrians who
would otherwise be limited to using a metalled road which is often unsafe
and sometimes of a character unsuitable for horses.

8. With the loss of most of our traditional meadow land through agricultural
change, our largest nature reserve is now represented by roadside
verges, an important habitat which extends to perhaps half a million
acres. They are a vital reservoir of wildlife, especially of wild flowers.
(Soil Association 1992).

9. If the inclosure of roadside verges is permitted, any necessary widening
of the metalled highway will be more costly by reason of the consequent
compensation to the owners of the adjoining lands, and perhaps some
much-needed road improvement may thereby be prevented.

10. The increased popularity of walking and riding and the increasing need
for wide traffic-routes make it especially important that the public should
not lose the advantages to be obtained from keeping such strips free
from any illegal inclosure.

Ownership of the soil

11. The general principle of law relating to the ownership of the soil of such
strips was stated by Gibbs CJ in Grose v West (1816) 7 Taunt 39, in the
following words:
Prima facie, the presumption is, that a strip of land lying between a
highway and the adjoining close, belongs to the owner of the close; as
the presumption also is that the highway itself to the centre line of the
road does. But the presumption is to be confined to that extent; for if
the narrow strip be contiguous to or communicate with open commons,
or larger portions of land, the presumption is either done away or
considerably narrowed; for the evidence of ownership which applies to
the larger portions, applies also to the narrow strip which

4
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communicates with them.

12. It is to be borne in mind that the questions who owns the soil of the
roadside verge, and whether it is part of the highway, are quite distinct.
Regardless of who owns the soil, the public may have a right of passage
over it, ie it may be part of the highway. Consequently, if a public right of
passage over such a verge is claimed, it is no answer for the adjoining
owner to say 'the land belongs to me' since even if it does, it may still be
part of the highway.

13. Where the highway authority acquired the site of the road by purchase,
but has only metalled the centre, it has the same legal interest in the
verges as any other freeholder has in his own land. It owns the surface
and all the soil beneath.

14. Roads taken over by highway authorities vest in them together with the
verges. This results in the appropriate authority becoming the fee-simple
estate owners in respect of the surface of the road and so much of the
subsoil as is essential to the maintenance of the highway for the public
use. Tithe Redemption Commission v Runcorn Urban District Council
[1954] 1 All ER 653.

Width of Highway

15. The general rule of law relating to the extent of the space subject to the
public right of passage was stated in Regina v United Kingdom Electric
Telegraph Co Ltd (1862) 26 JP 390, by Martin B, as follows:

In the case of an ordinary highway, although it may be of a varying and
unequal width, running between fences on each side, the right of
passage or way prima facie, unless there be evidence to the contrary,
extends to the whole space between the fences, and the public are
entitled to the use of the entire of it as a highway, and are not confined
to the part which may be metalled ... a permanent obstruction erected
on a highway, placed there without lawful authority, which renders the
way less commodious than before to the public, is an unlawful act and
a public nuisance at common law . . .

16. This presumption that a highway extends over the whole space
between fences may however be rebutted by proof of facts from
which it may be inferred that the fences were not put up as
boundaries of the highway; thus they may be part of the original

5
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boundary of a close of land through which the highway had been made.
AG and Croydon RDC v Moorson-Roberts (1908) 72 JP 123.

17. Or they may be the boundary between the inclosed land and a strip of
manorial waste alongside the highway which has not been dedicated
as part of it. Thus the presumption of dedication arising from the public
user of greens along the side of a highway between the fences was
rebutted in one instance by evidence of an entry in the court rolls of
the manor that the greens were waste belonging to the manor, and of
the greens being treated by the lord of the manor as his private
property. Friern Barnet UDC v Richardson (1898) 62 JP 547 CA.

18. The question as to the extent of the space subject to the public right
of passage depends upon the evidence in each particular case as to the
nature of the district, the width and level of the margins, the regularity of
the lines of the fences and other relevant circumstances. Countess of
Belmore v Kent County Council [1901] 1 Ch 873.

19. Sometimes a road does not run between fences, but across open
common or manorial waste; and in that case the presumption of
dedication between fences does not apply. Neeld v Hendon UDC (1899)
63 JP 724.

20. The cases cited above were considered in Harvey v Truro Rural Council
[1903] 2 Ch 638 by Joyce J who in his judgment said:

In the case of an ordinary highway running between fences, although it
may be of a varying and unequal width, the right of passage or way
prima facie, and unless there be evidence to the contrary, extends to
the whole space between the fences, and the public are entitled to the
entire of it as a highway, and are not confined to the part which may be
metalled. All the ground that is between the fences is presumably
dedicated as highway unless the nature of the ground or other
circumstances rebut that presumption ... It is an established maxim that
'once a highway, always a highway'. The public cannot release their
rights. Mere disuse of a highway cannot deprive the public of their
rights. Where there has once between a highway no length of time
during which it may not have been used will preclude the public from
resuming the exercise of the right to use it if and when they think proper.
Even if the highway authority had actually consented to any obstruction
or encroachment upon the strip being part of the highway, such consent
could not legalise that which was

6
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otherwise illegal...

21. In Attorney General v Beynon [1969] 2 WLR 1447, the verge was of
considerable width and irregular in shape. The highway authority
claimed that the verge was part of the highway and that the keeping of
vehicles there by the defendant was an obstruction of the highway. Goff
J said:

It is clear that the mere fact that a road runs between fences, which of
course include hedges, does not per se give rise to any presumption. It
is necessary to decide the preliminary question whether those fences
were put up by reference to the highway, that is, to separate the adjoining
closes from the highway or for some other reason. When that has been
decided then a rebuttable presumption of law arises, supplying any lack
of evidence of dedication in fact, or inferred from user, that the public
right of passage, and therefore the highway, extends to the whole space
between the fences and is not confined to such part as may have been
made up. It seems clear to me however as the principle has developed,
that one is to decide the preliminary question in the sense that the fences
do mark the limit of the highway unless there is something in the condition
of the road or the circumstances to the contrary.

22. It was held that the presumption of law which arose had not been
rebutted by the defendant's alleged acts of ownership and the verge was
held to be part of the highway and the keeping of vehicles there by the
defendant to be an actionable obstruction.

23. In Vanderpant v Mayfair Hotel Co [1930] 1 Ch 138 at 152 it was said:

An encroachment on a highway is by common law a public nuisance. It
is no defence that the obstruction is made on a part of the highway which
is not habitually or ordinarily used for passage. It is no defence that the
obstruction is in other ways productive of public benefit, and however
reasonable may be the use of a highway by an owner of adjoining
premises the public right is a higher right than his and he must yield to
the public right.

Powers and duties of local authorities

24. S71 (1) Highways Act 1980. It is the duty of a highway authority to
provide in or by the side of a highway maintainable at the public expense
by them which consists of or comprises a made-up

7
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carriageway adequate grass or other margins as part of the highway in
any case where they consider the provision of margins necessary or
desirable for the safety or accommodation of ridden horses and driven
livestock; and a highway authority may light a margin provided by them
under this section.

 25. S130 (1) Highways Act 1980. It is the duty of the highway authority
to assert and protect the rights of the public to the use and enjoyment of
any highway for which they are the highway authority, including any
roadside waste which forms part of it.
(2) Any council may assert and protect the rights of the public to

the use and enjoyment of any highway in their area for which
they are not the highway authority, including any roadside
waste which forms part of it.

(4) ... it is the duty of a local highway authority to prevent any unlawful
encroachment on any roadside waste ... for which they are the
highway authority.

(6) If the council of a parish ... represent to a local highway authority
... (b) that an unlawful encroachment has taken place on a roadside
waste comprised in a highway for which they are the

highway authority, it is the duty of the local highway authority,
unless satisfied that the representations are incorrect, to take
proceedings accordingly and they may do so in their own name.

26. S96 Highways Act 1980 authorises the highway authority to plant trees
in the highway verge but not to obstruct it.

 27. S96 (6). No tree, shrub, grass verge, guard or fence shall be planted,
laid out or erected under this section, or, if planted, laid out or erected
under this section, allowed to remain, in such a situation as to hinder the
reasonable use of the highway by any person entitled to use it ...

 28. S142 (1) Highways Act 1980. The highway authority for a highway
may by a licence granted under this section permit the occupier or the
owner of any premises adjoining the highway to plant and maintain,
or to retain and maintain, trees, shrubs, plants or grass in such part of
the highway as may be specified in the licence.

(5) A highway authority may attach to any such licence such
conditions as they consider necessary to ensure the safety and

8
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convenience of passengers in the highway and to prevent traffic
['traffic' includes pedestrians and animals, s329 Highways

Act 1980] therein being delayed, to prevent any nuisance or
annoyance being caused to the owners or occupiers of other
premises adjoining the highway.

29. Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Where planning permission is
given under Part III of the act for the change of use from highway verge
to private use, the highway right is not extinguished until the Secretary
of State for Transport authorises the stopping-up of the highway by an
order under s247 of the act. The order is made to enable the
'development' to be carried out.

30. Where the change of use takes place before the highway right is
extinguished, the highway right can only be stopped up by an order
made by a magistrates court. (S116 & 117 Highways Act 1980.)

31. Local Acts of Parliament Some local authorities have their own private
acts that give them powers to control or manage roadside verges and
restrict the right of passage by certain categories of user. Ask the legal
department of your county authority if such an act exists for your area.

32. The legal remedies available to local authorities are described in Rights
of Way - a guide to law and practice (John Riddall and John Trevelyan,
4th edition, 2007).

Revised by the late Gordon Hands

While the Open Spaces Society has made every effort to ensure the
information obtained in this factsheet is an accurate summary of the subject
as at the date of publication, it is unable to accept liability for any
misinterpretation of the law or any other error or omission in the advice in this
paper.

© Open Spaces Society, November 2013
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1 Introduction 

Network Rail is carrying out feasibility studies to explore options for the closure of level 

crossings throughout Essex as part of their on-going commitment to deliver a safer, more 

efficient and reliable railway.  Mott MacDonald is considering Network Rail’s GRIP 0 Solution to 

enable the closure of level crossings. 

This report describes a series of Stage 1 Road Safety Audits carried out on highway works 

associated with proposed level crossing closures throughout Suffolk.  The scheme proposals 

currently consist of indicative (high level) diversion routes as the result of closures and no formal 

highway works have been designed at this stage.  Therefore, this report considers potential 

road safety problems as a result of the proposed routes and their interaction with the highway.  

A detailed description of the proposed diversion routes at each location can be read in the 

respective individual level crossing review reports. 

The audits took place at the Bristol office of Mott MacDonald and consisted of a detailed 

examination of the submitted documentation and drawings listed in Appendix A. 

It is confirmed that this is a Stage 1 Road Safety Audit and that the audit was undertaken upon 

completion of the feasibility design.  It is also confirmed that the audit was carried out in 

accordance with the Highways England Departmental Standard HD19/15. 

The Road Safety Audit Team consisted of:   

Tim Blaney   BSc (Hons), CMILT, MCIHT, MSoRSA 

   (Certificate of Competency in Road Safety Audit, July 2012) 

Audit Team Leader, Mott MacDonald 

Barry Pledge   MCIHT, MSoRSA 

(Certificate of Competency in Road Safety Audit, July 2012) 

Audit Team Member, Mott MacDonald 

Each site was visited on either Wednesday 20th September or Friday 22nd September during 

which time the weather was sunny and the road surface was dry. 

This Road Safety Audit was carried out in accordance with Audit Brief and adheres to HD19/15.  

The Road Safety Audit Team has examined and reported only on the road safety implications of 

the scheme as presented and has not examined or verified the compliance of the designs to any 

other criteria. 

The comments and suggestions for road safety improvements made in this report seek to 

address matters that might have an adverse effect on road safety in the context of the chosen 

design.  No attempt has been made to comment on the justification of the scheme.  

Consequently the auditors accept no responsibility for the design or construction of the scheme. 

All of the issues raised in this report are considered to be required for action.  The comments 

contained in the report are based on safety related concerns and as such the design engineer 

will need to consider carefully how to respond to each of the issues.  The Audit Response 

Report to the audit should be completed by the Design Team and kept on file for future 

reference. 

A Key Plan indicating the location of any identified safety related issues is provided in Appendix 

B. 
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Scheme Description 

The purpose of this Stage 1 Road Safety Audit is to review the proposals at two level crossings 

which divert users along the public highway including any associated highway works within the 

County of Suffolk.   

The level crossing closure proposals are summarised below: 

• S04 – users would make use of Capel St Mary west of the railway which involves verge 

and carriageway walking. 

• S24 – users would make use of Higham Road and Coalpit Lane which involves verge 

and carriageway walking. 
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1 Items Raised at this Stage 1 Audit 

This section describes road safety related issues identified by the Audit Team that are associated 

with the scheme as presented in Appendix A.   

1.1 S04 – Island, Bentley 

Location: Island, Bentley – Post Code IP9 2LP 

Site Visit: Friday 22nd September 2017 at 12:55 hrs. 

No Road Safety Issues were identified by the Audit Team associated with the proposed 

diversionary route. 

1.2 S24 – Higham Ground Frame 

Location: Higham, Barrow – Post Code IP28 6NS 

Site Visit: Wednesday 20th September 2017 at 11:55 hrs. 

No Road Safety Issues were identified by the Audit Team associated with the proposed 

diversionary route. 
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2 Audit Team Statement 

We certify that this audit has been carried out in accordance with the principles of HD 19/15.  

 

Road Safety Audit Team Leader 

T J Blaney BSc (Hons), CMILT, MCIHT, MSoRSA  

Certificate of Competency in Road Safety Audit, gained in July 2012 

Signed: 

 

 

 

Date: 28th September 2017 

 

Principal Road Safety Engineer 

Mott MacDonald 

10 Temple Back 

Bristol 

BS1 6FL 

 

Road Safety Audit Team Member 

B A Pledge MCIHT, MSoRSA 

Certificate of Competency in Road Safety Audit, gained in Sep 2012 

Signed: 

 

 

 

 

Date:  28th September 2017 

 

Senior Traffic Engineer 

Stoneham Place 

Stoneham Lane 

Southampton 

SO50 9NW 

 

Others Involved (Such as an observer, Police/Network Management representative or specialist advisor) 

None 
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Appendices 

A. List of Drawings & Documents Examined 6 

B. Key Plans 7 
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A. List of Drawings & Documents Examined 

The following drawings were examined as part of this Road Safety Audit. 

Table 1: Drawings  

Drawing Number Revision Drawing Title 

MMD-367516-S04-GEN-005 P3A S04 – Island   

MMD-367516-S24-GEN-005 P3A S24 – Higham Ground Frame 

Source: Mott MacDonald 

Table 2: Documents 

Document Number Revision Document Title 

- - Suffolk Stage 1 Road Safety Audit Brief   

Source: Mott MacDonald 
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First Draft 
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Response to comments 
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Issue and revision record 
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1 

This document is the Mott MacDonald design team’s response to independent Stage 1 Road Safety Audits 

(RSA) undertaken in December 2015,August 2016 and September 2017 on Network Rail’s level crossing 

closure proposals in Suffolk. 

A Stage 1 Road Safety Audit was undertaken in December 2015 and its findings are reported in Document 

Ref: 354763/RPT220A. A second Stage 1 Road Safety Audit was undertaken in August 2016 and its 

findings are reported in Document Ref: 367516/RPT015B. A third Stage 1 Road Safety Audit was 

undertaken in September 2017 and its findings are reported in Document Ref: 287864-TPN-ITD-327-002-

A. 

It should be noted that some crossings proposals that were audited in December 2015 were removed from 

the project prior to Grip stage 2. Where a particular solution has been discounted or a proposal has been 

removed from the project due to a road safety issue, it is noted in the design team response in section 2 of 

this report. Some level crossing closure proposals in Suffolk were audited more than once due to the 

development of an alternative option or amendments to the previously audited option. The table below lists 

the level crossing proposals that have been subject to a stage 1 road safety audit and when the audits 

were undertaken.  

 

Site  
December 2015 

(Grip 1) 
August 2016 

(Grip 2) 
September 2017 

(GRIP2) 

S01 – Sea Wall (Green Route)  ✓ 

S02 – Brantham High Bridge ✓   

S02 – Brantham High Bridge (Blue Route)  ✓ 

S03 – Buxton Wood ✓   

S04 – Island ✓ ✓ ✓

S05 – Pannington  ✓ 

S06 – Daines Mayhew ✓   

S07 – Broomfield ✓   

S08 – Stacpool ✓   

S14 – Steggalls  ✓ 

S19 – Rectory Road  ✓ 

S20 – Beecroft  ✓ 

S21 – Abbotts  ✓ 

S23 – Higham ✓   

S24 – Higham Ground Frame ✓  ✓ 

S24 – Higham Ground Frame (Blue route)  ✓ 

S27 – Barrels ✓ ✓ 

S28 – Grove Farm ✓ ✓ 

S31 – Mutton Hall ✓   

S32 – Haughley Green ✓   

S36 – Stennetts 2 ✓   

1 Introduction 
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Site  
December 2015 

(Grip 1) 
August 2016 

(Grip 2) 
September 2017 

(GRIP2) 

S38 – Lox Farm Fps ✓   

S44 – Orchard ✓   

S45 – Wickham Market ✓   

S46 – Blaxhall ✓   

S48 – Saxmundham ✓   

S51 – Fordly Hall ✓   

S53 – Mells ✓   

S62 – Shepherd & Dog ✓   

S64 – Thorpe Grove ✓   

S69 – Bacton (Blue route)  ✓ 

S69 – Bacton (Green route)  ✓ 

 

In this revision of the report the following sites were audited again and reasons for this are provided below: 

• S04 Island: to cover Capel St Mary to the west of the overbridge which was not in the previous 

proposals 

• S24 Higham Ground Frame: to cover changed routes and development of proposals.  

Network Rail is carrying out feasibility studies to explore options for the closure of level crossings 

throughout Anglia as part of their on-going commitment to deliver a safer, more efficient and reliable 

railway.   

The road safety audit reports considered the proposed level crossing closures throughout Suffolk.  The 

scheme proposals consisted of indicative (high level) diversion routes as the result of closures and no 

formal highway works were designed at this stage.  Therefore the road safety audit reports considered 

potential road safety problems as a result of the proposed routes and their interaction with the highway.  A 

detailed description of the proposed diversion routes at each location can be read in the respective 

individual level crossing review reports. 
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This section describes road safety related issues identified by the Audit Team. 

2.1 S01 – See Wall (Green Route – August 2016) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.2 S02 – Brantham High Bridge (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.3 S02 – Brantham High Bridge (Blue Route – August 2016) 

2.3.1 Problem 

Location: A137. 

Summary: Narrow road width may lead to conflict between pedestrians and vehicles. 

It is proposed that pedestrians will walk along a section of the A137 where no footway or notable verge is 

present; pedestrians walking in the verge for extended periods of time may be vulnerable to trips and falls 

or choose to walk in the carriageway.  A high volume of traffic was observed travelling at high speeds and 

visibility is restricted by the highway geometry and vegetation.  These factors may result in collisions 

between pedestrians and vehicles. 

2 Items Raised at the Stage 1 Road 
Safety Audit 

Figure 2.1:  Lack of verge or footway on A317. 

 

Source: Mott MacDonald 
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Recommendation 

It is recommended that a suitable footway is provided. 

Design Team Response 

Agreed – provision of a footway would be considered in this location, however, the blue route scheme was 

not progressed and the alternative option without problems was taken forward as the preferred option. 

2.4 S03 – Buxton Wood (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

2.4.1 Problem 

Location: Station Road, west of the railway line. 

Summary: Risk of vehicle collisions with pedestrians. 

Where the proposed diversion adjoins the highway, there is a no existing verge and thick high vegetation.  

Pedestrians entering the highway at this location will have reduced visibility to oncoming vehicles and 

drivers will also have restricted forward visibility to pedestrians.  Restricted visibility may lead to collisions 

between vehicles and pedestrians.  There is also a significant level difference between the carriageway 

and the verge at this location, which introduces an additional risk of pedestrians falling into the 

carriageway. 

Figure 2.2:  Bramford Road looking west. 

 

Source: Mott MacDonald 
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Recommendation 

It is recommended that an area of hard-standing is provided at the edge of the carriageway and vegetation 

clearance is undertaken to provide suitable intervisibility between drivers and pedestrians.  A safe 

transition should also be provided between the footpath and the hard-standing. 

Design Team Response 

Agreed – Due to insufficient carriageway width and to remove the need to Compulsory Purchase Order 

(CPO) land required to construct the necessary measures, the route was dropped in favour of an 

alternative alignment without road safety audit issues. 

2.5 S04 – Island (December 2015 / August 2016/ September 2017) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.6 S05 – Pannington (August 2016) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.7 S06 – Daines Mayhew (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

2.7.1 Problem 

Location: B1113 Bramford Road. 

Summary: Risk of vehicle collisions with pedestrians. 

The B1113 Bramford Road is a busy road with a 50mph speed limit which provides a link to the A14 at 

Junction 52.  The diversion route guides pedestrians along the southern side of Bramford Road which 

features a vehicle restraint system (VRS) within the verge to protect not only the railway line but also the 

steep embankment to the south.  The verge in front of the VRS has insufficient width to accommodate 

pedestrians and there is also insufficient width behind the barrier due to trees and the embankment slope.  

It is likely that pedestrians directed along this route will walk within the carriageway at risk of collisions with 

high speed vehicles.  
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Figure 2.3:  Bramford Road looking south west. 

 

Source: Mott MacDonald 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that a suitable footway or footpath is provided behind the VRS (away from the 

carriageway) to enable pedestrians to continue without walking within the carriageway. If this is not 

feasible, an alternative route should be identified. 

Design Team Response 

Agreed – Due to the prohibitive works required, this proposal was withdrawn and this level crossing has 

been removed from the project. 

2.8 S07 – Broomfield (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

2.8.1 Problem 

Location: Pesthouse Lane. 

Summary: Risk of pedestrian trip injuries. 

The diversion route will utilise an existing footpath which is bisected by Pesthouse Lane.  At the footpath 

interface with the carriageway a vehicle restraint system (VRS) is present and creates a hazard for 

pedestrians. Steel edges of VRS can be sharp and there is a risk of pedestrians injuring themselves as 

they negotiate the VRS. 
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Figure 2.4:  Pesthouse Lane looking south east. 

 

Source: Mott MacDonald 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that a route to the north behind the barrier be provided to avoid the need for 

pedestrians to negotiate the VRS.  The existing footpath crossing would also benefit from a route behind 

the barrier. 

Design Team Response 

Agreed – However this proposal was dropped in favour of an alternative off-road route utilising a track 

within an amenity area. 

2.8.2 Problem 

Location: Pesthouse Lane. 

Summary: Risk of pedestrian collisions with large vehicles. 

The diversion route guides pedestrians to cross Pesthouse Lane which provides access to a quarry and 

therefore carries a high proportion of large vehicles.  The high kerbs present a trip hazard to pedestrians 

and although not normally considered an issue for footpath routes, the high proportion of large vehicles 

increases the risk of serious or fatal injuries should a pedestrian trip and fall in front of a large vehicle. 
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Figure 2.5:  Pesthouse Lane at footpath interface. 

 

Source: Mott MacDonald 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that a dropped kerb crossing point is provided to reduce the risk of pedestrians tripping. 

Design Team Response 

Agreed – However this proposal was dropped in favour of an alternative off-road route utilising a track 

within an amenity area. 

2.9 S08 – Stacpool (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.10 S14 – Steggalls (August 2016) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.11 S19 – Rectory Road (August 2016) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.12 S20 – Beecroft (August 2016) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 
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2.13 S21 – Abbotts (August 2016) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.14 S23 – Higham (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.15 S24 – Higham Ground Frame (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

2.15.1 Problem 

Location: Coalpit Lane j/w A14 Eastbound Entry. 

Summary: Risk of pedestrian trip type accidents. 

The diversion route guides pedestrians to cross the A14 Eastbound entry slip road.  Vehicles were 

observed to be travelling fast when turning onto the slip road and pedestrians may be hurried when 

crossing.  Pedestrians rushing to cross the slip road will be more vulnerable to trips resulting in injury, or 

worse still, subsequent collisions with vehicles.  

Figure 2.6:  A14 Eastbound entry slip road. 

 

Source: Mott MacDonald 
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Recommendation 

It is recommended that a dropped kerb crossing point is provided to reduce the risk of pedestrians tripping. 

This can be positioned at the safest location to guide pedestrians to the safest crossing location. 

Design Team Response 

Agreed – A crossing point will be provided. 

2.15.2 Problem 

Location: Coalpit Lane j/w A14 Westbound Exit. 

Summary: Risk of pedestrian trip type accidents. 

The diversion route guides pedestrians to cross the A14 Westbound exit slip road.  Vehicles were 

observed to be travelling fast when approaching the give way line and turning out of the slip road which 

may lead to pedestrians rushing to cross.  Pedestrians crossing the slip road with haste will be more 

vulnerable to trips resulting in injury, or worse still, subsequent collisions with vehicles.  

Recommendation 

It is recommended that a dropped kerb crossing point is provided to reduce the risk of pedestrians tripping 

and an informal footpath provided to guide pedestrians to the crossing point, which can be positioned at 

the safest crossing location. 

Design Team Response 

Agreed – A crossing point will be provided. 

2.15.3 Problem 

Location: Coalpit Lane, south of A14. 

Summary: Risk of vehicle collisions with pedestrians. 

Coalpit Lane is a busy road which links to the A14 at Junction 40.  The diversion route guides pedestrians 

along Coalpit Lane from south of the railway bridge to north of the A14.  There is no grass verge suitable 

for pedestrians between the railway bridge and the access to CPL Cambridge Coal and pedestrians will be 

forced to walk within the carriageway which also features a bend with limited forward visibility.  The 

combination of high vehicle flows, high vehicle speeds and limited forward visibility places pedestrians 

walking within the carriageway at risk of collisions with vehicles. 
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Figure 2.7:  Coalpit Lane south of the A14. 

 

Source: Mott MacDonald 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that a suitable footway or footpath is provided to enable pedestrians to continue without 

walking within the carriageway. 

Design Team Response 

Agreed – Due to insufficient space to provide footway facilities this proposal was dropped in favour of a 

more suitable route which utilises the bridge on Higham Lane to cross the railway. 

2.16 S24 – Higham Ground Frame (Blue route – August 2016) 

2.16.1 Problem 

Location: Coalpit Lane j/w A14 Westbound Entry. 

Summary: Risk of pedestrian trip type accidents. 

The diversion route guides pedestrians to cross the A14 Westbound entry slip road.  Vehicles were 

observed to be travelling fast when turning onto the slip road and pedestrians may be hurried when 

crossing.  Pedestrians rushing to cross the slip road will be more vulnerable to trips resulting in injury, or 

worse still, subsequent collisions with vehicles.  
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Figure 2.8:  A14 Westbound entry slip road (looking east). 

 

Source: Mott MacDonald 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that a dropped kerb crossing point is provided to reduce the risk of pedestrians tripping. 

This can be positioned to guide pedestrians to the safest crossing location. 

Design Team Response 

Agreed – Due to insufficient space to provide footway facilities this proposal was dropped in favour of a 

more suitable route which utilises the bridge on Higham Lane to cross the railway. 

2.16.2 Problem 

Location: Higham Road. 

Summary: Risk of vehicle collisions with pedestrians. 

Higham Road is a busy road providing access to the A14 westbound carriageway.  The diversion route 

guides pedestrians along Higham Road from Coalpit Lane to the A14 on-slip.  Traffic speeds were 

observed to be high and it is likely motorists will be accelerating towards the A14 on-slip.  There is limited 
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grass verge suitable for pedestrians who may be forced to walk within the carriageway which could result 

in collisions with vehicles. 

Figure 2.9:  Higham Road looking east. 

 

Source: Mott MacDonald 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that a suitable footway is provided to enable pedestrians to continue along Higham 

Road without walking within the carriageway. 

Design Team Response 

Agreed – A footway is to be provided within the highway verge.     

2.17 S24 – Higham Ground Frame (September 2017) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme when the site 

was reviewed again in September 2017. 

2.18 S27 – Barrels (December 2015 / August 2016) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 
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2.19 S28 – Grove Farm (December 2015 / August 2016) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.20 S31 – Mutton Hall (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.21 S32 – Haughley Green (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.22 S36 – Stennetts 2 (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.23 S38 – Lox Farm Fps (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.24 S44 – Orchard (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.25 S45 – Wickham Market (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.26 S46 – Blaxhall (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.27 S48 – Saxmundham (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.28 S51 – Fordly Hall (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 
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2.29 S53 – Mells (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

2.29.1 Problem 

Location: A144 Bramfield Road. 

Summary: Risk of vehicle collisions with pedestrians. 

The A144 Bramfield Road is a busy road which links Halesworth to Bramfield and the A12 further south.  

The diversion route guides pedestrians along Bramfield Road which has no grass verge suitable for 

pedestrians who will be forced to walk within the carriageway. The section of Bramfield Road used for the 

diversion route also features a bend with limited forward visibility.  The combination of high vehicle flows, 

high vehicle speeds and limited forward visibility places pedestrians walking within the carriageway at risk 

of collisions with vehicles. 

Figure 2.10:  Bramfield Road looking south. 

 

Source: Mott MacDonald 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that a suitable footway or footpath is provided to enable pedestrians to continue without 

walking within the carriageway. If this is not feasible, an alternative route should be identified. 

Design Team Response 

Agreed – However this scheme has been withdrawn from the project. 

2.30 S62 – Shepherd & Dog (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 
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2.31 S64 – Thorpe Grove (GRIP 1 – December 2015) 

The Audit Team did not identify any road safety related issues associated with the scheme. 

2.32 S69 – Bacton (Blue and Green routes – August 2016) 

2.32.1 Problem 

Location: Broad Road. 

Summary: Risk of vehicle to pedestrian collisions. 

The standard of verge varies along Broad Road with a minimal verge in places and several sections where 

vegetation is overgrown restricting the available width for pedestrians.   This is likely to result in 

pedestrians walking within the carriageway.  Traffic speeds were observed to be high particularly on the 

straight section and towards the southern end of Broad Road there is a sharp bend which may restrict 

forward visibility of pedestrians in the carriageway.  These factors could result in collisions between 

vehicles and pedestrians.  

Figure 2.11:  Example of restricted verge on Broad Lane (looking south). 

 

Source: Mott MacDonald 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that a suitable footway is provided to enable pedestrians to continue along Broad Road 

without walking within the carriageway. 

Design Team Response 

Agreed – Further consideration of footway provision will be given. 
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Response to John Russell Letter Dated 16th November 2017 (with regard to the Suffolk 
Level Crossing Reduction Order) 
 

 
Mr Russell has stated his concern if S J Tilbrook and Sue Tilbrook transpire to be the same 
person. I can confirm that I am both named persons and I am the CEM (Contractor’s 
Engineering Manager) for the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy project. I can 
confirm that I approved the designer’s response report for Suffolk (Document ref 
367516/RPT020 Rev B) and checked the second revision of the Stage 1 Road Safety Audit 
for Suffolk (Document ref 367516/RPT015 Rev B), for issue as part of Mott MacDonald’s 
commission on the project. 

I can also confirm that Jason Smith and J Smith are the same person, who was involved in 
preparing the Audit Brief and approving the second revision of the Stage 1 Road Safety 
Audit for Suffolk (Document ref 367516/RPT015 Rev B), for issue as part of Mott 
MacDonald’s commission on the project. 

Mr Russell has rightly pointed out that the Road Safety Team must be independent from the 
design team and I can confirm that this is indeed the case for the Road Safety Audit’s 
(RSAs) carried by Mott MacDonald for the project. In summary, the fact that I have checked 
and signed off the RSA report for issue as a deliverable on the project does not mean that 
the RSA has not been prepared independently, as I explain below. I do not accept that the 
RSAs are undermined by my familiarity with the proposals or any “pride” in them. 
 
Mr Russell makes reference to RSA report 367516/RPT015 Revision B that was checked by 
me and approved by Jason Smith. This document required a very minor amendment 
(correcting one erroneous reference to a version of another document in the report). This 
matter is documented as part of the Network Rail review and acceptance procedure (in the 
Document Review Notice (DRN) 027) and the covering emails that were issued with the 
reports at the time, which explain and document the changes made. These 
documents/correspondence provide a contemporaneous record of the changes made, and 
they can be provided if required.  A copy of revision A of the RSA report 367516/RPT015 
can also be provided if required to allow comparison of the 2 versions of the document to be 
made. 
 
It is important to note that document ref 367516/RPT015 Rev B made no changes to any of 
the issues raised in the original version (Rev A) of the RSA document. The principle of me 
being the checker of the updated document and Jason Smith approving the document was 
discussed and agreed with the independent RSA team at the time.  
 
I would also draw your attention to Section 3 of the Road Safety Audit Report, the Audit 
Team Statement. In this section of the RSA all members of the Audit Team have signed the 
document to confirm “We certify that this audit has been carried out in accordance with the 
Highways England Departmental Standard HD 19/15.”. It can clearly be seen that the 
Checker and Approver do not have a role within the Audit team.  
 
Notwithstanding the above, it should also be noted that any document issued by Mott 
MacDonald has to be Checked and Approved in accordance with Mott MacDonald’s 
Business Management System (BMS), which is certificated to ISO 9001. 
 
Under Mott MacDonald’s BMS, all documents and deliverables have to be checked by a 
person (not the originator) with the requisite experience, and approved by someone at a 
senior level from the project team. In view of the minor amendment to document ref 
367516/RPT015, which did not relate to the body of the findings of the Road Safety Audit, 

305



the checker and approver of revision B were considered appropriate to ensure that the 
document was being issued in line with Mott MacDonald’s BMS requirements. 
 
Based on the above, role of the checker and approver in this instance has no bearing on the 
outcome of the Audit, as their role is to ensure that the deliverable is carried out in line with 
the project requirements, which in this case is to carry out Road Safety Audits in accordance 
with HD19/15. In other words, the checking and approval process is to make sure that an 
RSA compliant with the requirements of the project has been produced. The judgments in 
the document are unaffected. 
 
Mr Russell also refers to other document references and revisions that appear in the 
documentation contained within NR16. It is unfortunate that two typing errors have occurred 
within these documents that have caused some confusion. I have set out below the 
documents concerned with the correct information in the comments column. 
 

Document NR16  Comment 

Suffolk Stage 1 Road Safety 
Audit (Dec 2015) 
 
354763/RPT219 

The front cover of this 
document included in NR16 
shows the Report Number 
as 354763/RPT219 
Revision A  

This is a typo and the 
Suffolk Stage 1 Road Safety 
Audit front cover should 
show the report number as 
354763/RPT220 Revision A 

Suffolk Stage 1 Road Safety 
Audit (Aug 2016) 
 
367516/RPT015 

At paragraph 2 on page 2 of 

this document, reference is 

made to the previous Stage 

1 RSA ref 354763/RPT220  

 

This reference is correct and 

the report is included in 

NR16 as confirmed above.  

 

Suffolk Stage 1 Road Safety 
Audit (Aug 2016) 
 
367516/RPT015 

Document title is  

“Suffolk Stage1 Road Safety 

Audit 

Report Number 

367516/RPT015 

Revision A 

August 2016”  

This title should read 

“Revision B” dated “October 

2016” as can be seen in the 

Issue and revision record 

Suffolk Stage 1 Road Safety 
Audit Response Report  
 
367516/RPT020  

At paragraph 2 on page 1 of 
this document, reference is 
made to the Stage 1 RSA 
carried out in December 
2015 ref 354763/RPT220 
 

This reference is correct and 

the report is included in 

NR16 as confirmed above.  

 

 
In conclusion, I can confirm that the correct information is contained within NR16 and this is 
the Road Safety Audit information that will be relied on at the inquiry. I can also confirm that 
the RSAs have been carried out by an independent Audit team. 
 
It should be noted that a further Stage 1 RSA has been carried out to consider updated 
proposals at 2 level crossing locations. This Audit report, together with an updated 
designer’s response report will be issued as part of my evidence. 
 
 
 
 
Susan Tilbrook 
08/01/2018 
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Introduction 
 
Tracsis Traffic Data Limited were commissioned by Mott MacDonald to undertake a level crossing survey at Sea 
Wall Level Crossing. The survey consisted of a nine day video traffic census. A location plan is shown in Figure 1, 
which shows the exact position of the crossing surveyed. 

 

Contract Specification 
 
In accordance with our contract, the Surveys were carried out in association with Network Rail Specification GRD 
007 dated 2nd February 2013. The table below shows the analysis carried out, and any further analysis that is 
possible from the camera views:  
 

Analysis Type Status 

Nine Day Census Appendix A 

Road Closure available 

Traffic Turning not available 

Blocking Back not available 

Speed Survey not available 

 
In addition to this, further analysis could be carried out in the form of different vehicle/pedestrian classifications, if 
requested. 

 

Survey Conduct/Data Presentation – Traffic Census (Appendix A) 
 
The surveys were undertaken at the level crossing by telescopically mounted cameras that were installed over 
nine consecutive days from Saturday 24th September 2016 to Sunday 2nd October 2016 over the hours 00:00 – 
24:00 each day. The camera equipment was installed from the highway and at no time did we go onto Network 
Rail land or property. The resulting camera images (consisting of nine days, 24 hours per day) recorded at each 
crossing were then analysed by experienced staff, all closely supervised. The traffic and pedestrian data was 
recorded in 15 minute intervals classifying the movements over the crossing into the categories shown below, all 
in accordance with the Network Rail specification: 
 

• The Number of Road Vehicles Using the Crossing by Direction, Classified to: 
1. Equestrians 
2. Unmounted Equestrians 
3. Pedal Cycles 
4. Dismounted Cyclists 

 

• Type of Foot Traffic Using the Crossing by Direction, Classified to: 
1. Adults 
2. Accompanied Children 
3. Unaccompanied Children 
4. Elderly 
5. Impaired 
6. Wheelchair 
7. Pushchair/Pram 
8. Mobility Scooter 
9. Railway Personnel 

 

• The Number of Trains Passing, by Direction 
 
For each of the crossings the daily number of vehicles and pedestrians that used the level crossing over the 24 
hours are summed for each category as specified. The specification also requires the busiest quarter hour period 
for both vehicles and pedestrians. These are detailed below for each level crossing. In addition, Tracsis Traffic 
Data Limited have added any relevant observations during the analysis, relating to crossing misuse or unusual 
occurrences. 
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Sea Wall Level Crossing – Busiest Quarter Hourly Periods 
 

For Vehicles, the busiest quarter hourly period occurred at 09:00 on Day 7 with 1 vehicle (a bicycle). 
  

For Pedestrians, the busiest quarter hourly period occurred at 10:15 on Day 2 with 7 pedestrians. 
  

For Trains, the busiest quarter hourly period occurred at 19:15 on Day 3 with 5 trains. 
  

Overall, the busiest quarter hourly period occurred at 10:15 on Day 2 with 7 pedestrians (no vehicles). 
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Figure 1 - Location Plan 
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Camera View/Site Equipment 
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Summary 
 
The surveys undertaken at the Level Crossing were successfully undertaken in accordance with the specification. 
 
The Manual Level Crossing Count for rail and pedestrian users started on Saturday 24th September 2016 and 
continued for nine days until Sunday 2nd October 2016 with survey hours of 00:00 to 24:00. This data is summarised 
below. 
 
Throughout the whole period of the survey, level crossing traffic operated in normal free flow conditions and was only 
restricted by train movements at the site. 
 
Footage will be provided, as per the specification. The busiest day for 3411-TAD Site AC52, Sea Wall Level Crossing, 
is Sunday 25th September 2016. 
 

Vehicles 
Horse 

Rider 

Unmoun
ted 

Horse 
Rider 

Pcl 
Unmoun

ted Pcl 
Total 

              

Saturday 24/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Sunday 25/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Monday 26/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Tuesday 27/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Wednesday 28/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Thursday 29/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Friday 30/09/2016 0 0 0 1 1 

Saturday 1/10/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Sunday 2/10/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

    0 0 0 1 1 

 

 

Pedestrians Adult 
Accom-
panied 

Child 

Unaccom-
panied 

Child 
Elderly Impaired 

Wheel-
chair 

Pushchair 
/ Pram 

Mobility 
Scooter 

Railway 
Personnel 

Total 

          
       

Saturday 24/09/2016 7 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 8 

Sunday 25/09/2016 24 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 

Monday 26/09/2016 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 

Tuesday 27/09/2016 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

Wednesday 28/09/2016 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 

Thursday 29/09/2016 4 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 5 

Friday 30/09/2016 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 

Saturday 1/10/2016 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 

Sunday 2/10/2016 20 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 22 

    92 2 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 98 

   
 

314



3411-TAD-AC52 
LEVEL CROSSING TRAFFIC CENSUS 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2016 

 
 

8 
 

 

 

 

Trains Eastbound 
  

Westbound 
  

Train Totals 

    

              

Saturday 24/09/2016 67   57  124 

Sunday 25/09/2016 39   39  78 

Monday 26/09/2016 75   83  158 

Tuesday 27/09/2016 84   80  164 

Wednesday 28/09/2016 84   92  176 

Thursday 29/09/2016 94   91  185 

Friday 30/09/2016 84   83  167 

Saturday 1/10/2016 68   65  133 

Sunday 2/10/2016 37   36  73 

    632   626  1258 
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Appendix A – Nine-Day Census 
 

 See Excel spreadsheet “3411-TAD Site AC52 Sea Wall Census” 
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Introduction 
 
Tracsis Traffic Data Limited were commissioned by Mott MacDonald to undertake a level crossing survey at 
Buxton Wood Level Crossing. The survey consisted of a nine day video traffic census. A location plan is shown in 
Figure 1, which shows the exact position of the crossing surveyed. 

 

Contract Specification 
 
In accordance with our contract, the Surveys were carried out in association with Network Rail Specification GRD 
007 dated 2nd February 2013. The table below shows the analysis carried out, and any further analysis that is 
possible from the camera views:  
 

Analysis Type Status 

Nine Day Census Appendix A 

Road Closure available 

Traffic Turning not available 

Blocking Back not available 

Speed Survey not available 

 
In addition to this, further analysis could be carried out in the form of different vehicle/pedestrian classifications, if 
requested. 

 

Survey Conduct/Data Presentation – Traffic Census (Appendix A) 
 
The surveys were undertaken at the level crossing by telescopically mounted cameras that were installed over 
nine consecutive days from Saturday 24th September 2016 to Sunday 2nd October 2016 over the hours 00:00 – 
24:00 each day. The camera equipment was installed from the highway and at no time did we go onto Network 
Rail land or property. The resulting camera images (consisting of nine days, 24 hours per day) recorded at each 
crossing were then analysed by experienced staff, all closely supervised. The traffic and pedestrian data was 
recorded in 15 minute intervals classifying the movements over the crossing into the categories shown below, all 
in accordance with the Network Rail specification: 
 

• The Number of Road Vehicles Using the Crossing by Direction, Classified to: 
1. Equestrians 
2. Unmounted Equestrians 
3. Pedal Cycles 
4. Dismounted Cyclists 

 

• Type of Foot Traffic Using the Crossing by Direction, Classified to: 
1. Adults 
2. Accompanied Children 
3. Unaccompanied Children 
4. Elderly 
5. Impaired 
6. Wheelchair 
7. Pushchair/Pram 
8. Mobility Scooter 
9. Railway Personnel 

 

• The Number of Trains Passing, by Direction 
 
For each of the crossings the daily number of vehicles and pedestrians that used the level crossing over the 24 
hours are summed for each category as specified. The specification also requires the busiest quarter hour period 
for both vehicles and pedestrians. These are detailed below for each level crossing. In addition, Tracsis Traffic 
Data Limited have added any relevant observations during the analysis, relating to crossing misuse or unusual 
occurrences. 
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Buxton Wood Level Crossing – Busiest Quarter Hourly Periods 
 

No Vehicles crossed the level crossing during this survey period. 
  

For Pedestrians, the busiest quarter hourly period occurred at *15:00 on Day 2 with 2 pedestrians. 
  

For Trains, there were multiple days with the highest total number. 
  

Overall, the busiest quarter hourly period occurred at *15:00 on Day 2 with 2 pedestrians (no vehicles). 
 
* This time period is the first occurrence of the busiest period, but not the only occurrence. 
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Figure 1 - Location Plan 
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Camera View/Site Equipment 
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Summary 
 
The surveys undertaken at the Level Crossing were successfully undertaken in accordance with the specification. 
 
The Manual Level Crossing Count for rail and pedestrian users started on Saturday 24th September 2016 and 
continued for nine days until Sunday 2nd October 2016 with survey hours of 00:00 to 24:00. This data is summarised 
below. 
 
Throughout the whole period of the survey, traffic operated in normal free flow conditions and was only restricted by 
train movements at the site. 
 
Footage will be provided, as per the specification. The busiest day for 3411-TAD Site S03, Buxton Wood Level 
Crossing, is Sunday 25th September 2016. 
 

Vehicles 
Horse 

Rider 

Unmoun
ted 

Horse 
Rider 

Pcl 
Unmoun

ted Pcl 
Total 

              

Saturday 24/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Sunday 25/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Monday 26/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Tuesday 27/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Wednesday 28/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Thursday 29/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Friday 30/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Saturday 1/10/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Sunday 2/10/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

    0 0 0 0 0 

No vehicles (cycles or horses) were observed at this level crossing during the period of this census. 
 

Pedestrians Adult 
Accom-
panied 

Child 

Unaccom-
panied 

Child 
Elderly Impaired 

Wheel-
chair 

Pushchair 
/ Pram 

Mobility 
Scooter 

Railway 
Personnel 

Total 

          
       

Saturday 24/09/2016 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Sunday 25/09/2016 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 

Monday 26/09/2016 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Tuesday 27/09/2016 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Wednesday 28/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Thursday 29/09/2016 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Friday 30/09/2016 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Saturday 1/10/2016 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Sunday 2/10/2016 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

    11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 
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Trains Northbound 
  

Southbound 
  

Train Totals 

    

              

Saturday 24/09/2016 67   57  124 

Sunday 25/09/2016 39   39  78 

Monday 26/09/2016 75   83  158 

Tuesday 27/09/2016 84   80  164 

Wednesday 28/09/2016 82   93  175 

Thursday 29/09/2016 94   91  185 

Friday 30/09/2016 83   83  166 

Saturday 1/10/2016 69   65  134 

Sunday 2/10/2016 37   36  73 

    630   627  1257 
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Appendix A – Nine-Day Census 
 

 See Excel spreadsheet “3411-TAD Site S03 Buxton Wood Census” 
 

325



 
 

Email: TaDs@Tracsis.com 
Website: http://tracsistraffic.com 

Registered Office: 12-14 Westgate, 

Tadcaster, Leeds, England LS24 9AB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3267-LON SITE S07 – BROOMFIELD LEVEL CROSSING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mott MacDonald 
 

LEVEL CROSSING 
TRAFFIC CENSUS 

 

SURVEY REPORT 

JUNE/JULY 2016 

Job Number 3267-LON-S07 

Checked  

Date 05/01/2017 

Contact Ross De Vere 

Revision 3 

 

326

http://tracsistraffic.com/


3267-LON-S07 
LEVEL CROSSING TRAFFIC CENSUS 

JUNE 2016 

 
 

2 
 

 

CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION 3 

CONTRACT SPECIFICATION 3 

SURVEY SPECIFICATION & CONDUCT 3 

BUSIEST PERIODS 4 

FIGURE 1 - LOCATION PLAN 5 

CAMERA VIEW/SITE EQUIPMENT 6 

SUMMARY 7 

APPENDIX A - NINE DAY CENSUS 

327



3267-LON-S07 
LEVEL CROSSING TRAFFIC CENSUS 

JUNE 2016 

 
 

3 
 

 

Introduction 
 
Tracsis Traffic Data Limited were commissioned by Mott MacDonald to undertake a level crossing survey at 
Broomfield Level Crossing. The survey consisted of a nine day video traffic census. A location plan is shown in 
Figure 1, which shows the exact position of the crossing surveyed. 

 

Contract Specification 
 
The table below shows the analysis carried out, and any further analysis that is possible from the camera views:  
 

Analysis Type Status 

Nine Day Census Appendix A 

Road Closure not available 

Traffic Turning not available 

Blocking Back not available 

Speed Survey not available 
 
In addition to this, further analysis could be carried out in the form of different pedestrian classifications, if 
requested. 

 

Survey Conduct/Data Presentation – Traffic Census (Appendix A) 
 
The surveys were undertaken at the level crossing by telescopically mounted cameras that were installed over 
nine consecutive days from Saturday 25th June 2016 to Sunday 3rd July 2016 over the hours 00:00 – 24:00 each 
day. The camera equipment was installed from the highway and at no time did we go onto Network Rail land or 
property. Resulting camera images recorded at each crossing were then analysed by experienced staff, all 
closely supervised. The traffic and pedestrian data was recorded in 15 minute intervals classifying the movements 
over the crossing into the categories shown below, all in accordance with the specification: 
 

• The Number of Vehicles Using the Crossing by Direction, Classified to: 
1. Equestrians, mounted 
2. Equestrians, walking 
3. Pedal Cycles being ridden 
4. Pedal Cycles being walked 

 

• Type of Foot Traffic Using the Crossing by Direction, Classified to: 
1. Adults 
2. Accompanied Children 
3. Unaccompanied Children 
4. Elderly 
5. Impaired 
6. Wheelchair 
7. Pushchair/Pram 
8. Mobility Scooter 
9. Railway Personnel 
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The daily number of pedestrians, equestrians and cyclists that used the level crossing over the 24 hours are 
summed for each category as specified. The specification also requires the busiest quarter hour period for 
pedestrians. In addition, Tracsis Traffic Data Limited have added any relevant observations during the analysis, 
relating to crossing misuse or unusual occurrences. 

 

 

 

Broomfield Level Crossing – Busiest Quarter Hourly Periods 
 

No equestrians were observed on the level crossing during this census. 

For cyclists, the busiest quarter hourly period occurred at 19:00 on Day 8 with 2 walking cyclists. 

For pedestrians, the busiest quarter hourly period occurred at 15:30 on Day 8 with 8 pedestrians. 
 
* This time period is the first occurrence of the busiest period, but not the only occurrence. 
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Figure 1 - Location Plan 
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Camera View/Site Equipment 
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Summary 
 
The surveys undertaken at the Level Crossing were successfully undertaken in accordance with the specification. 
 
The Manual Level Crossing Count, for pedestrian users, started on Saturday 25th June 2016 and continued for nine 
days until Sunday 3rd July 2016 with survey hours of 00:00 to 24:00. This data is summarised below. 
 
Throughout the whole period of the survey pedestrian traffic operated in normal free flow conditions and was only 
restricted by train movements at this site. 
 
Footage will be provided for the survey, as per the specification. The busiest day for 3267-LON Site S07, Broomfield 
Level Crossing, was Sunday 26th June 2016. 
 

Pedestrians Adult 
Accom-
panied 

Child 

Unaccom-
panied 

Child 
Elderly Impaired 

Wheel-
chair 

Pushchair 
/ Pram 

Mobility 
Scooter 

Railway 
Personnel 

Total 

          
       

Saturday 25/06/2016 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 

Sunday 26/06/2016 32 1 0 4 0 0 0 0 2 39 

Monday 27/06/2016 20 0 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 31 

Tuesday 28/06/2016 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 16 

Wednesday 29/06/2016 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 15 

Thursday 30/06/2016 10 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 11 

Friday 01/07/2016 7 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 8 

Saturday 02/07/2016 20 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 26 

Sunday 03/07/2016 31 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 32 

    152 8 11 4 2 0 0 0 11 188 
 

 

Equestrians and 
cyclists 

Eques-

trian, 
mounted 

Eques-

trian, 
walking 

Bicycle 
riding 

Bicycle 
walking  

Total 

          
 

  

Saturday 25/06/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Sunday 26/06/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Monday 27/06/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Tuesday 28/06/2016 0 0 0 2 2 

Wednesday 29/06/2016 0 0 0 1 1 

Thursday 30/06/2016 0 0 0 1 1 

Friday 01/07/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Saturday 02/07/2016 0 0 0 2 2 

Sunday 03/07/2016 0 0 0 2 2 

    0 0 0 8 8 
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Weather AM PM 

      
 

Saturday 25/06/2016 Dry, Cloudy Dry, Cloudy 

Sunday 26/06/2016 Dry, Cloudy Dry, Cloudy 

Monday 27/06/2016 Sunny, Clear Sunny, Clear 

Tuesday 28/06/2016 Sunny, Clear Sunny, Clear 

Wednesday 29/06/2016 Sunny, Clear Sunny, Clear 

Thursday 30/06/2016 Sunny, Clear Sunny, Clear 

Friday 01/07/2016 Sunny, Clear Sunny, Clear 

Saturday 02/07/2016 Sunny, Clear Sunny, Clear 

Sunday 03/07/2016 Sunny, Clear Sunny, Clear 
 

 

 

Appendix A – Nine-Day Census 

 

 See Excel spreadsheet “3267-LON Site S07 Broomfield Census” 
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Introduction 
 
Tracsis Traffic Data Limited were commissioned by Mott MacDonald to undertake a level crossing survey at Cow 
Pasture Lane Level Crossing. The survey consisted of a nine day video traffic census. A location plan is shown in 
Figure 1, which shows the exact position of the crossing surveyed. 

 

Contract Specification 
 
The table below shows the analysis carried out, and any further analysis that is possible from the camera views:  
 

Analysis Type Status 

Nine Day Census Appendix A 

Road Closure not available 

Traffic Turning not available 

Blocking Back not available 

Speed Survey not available 
 
In addition to this, further analysis could be carried out in the form of different pedestrian classifications, if 
requested. 

 

Survey Conduct/Data Presentation – Traffic Census (Appendix A) 
 
The surveys were undertaken at the level crossing by telescopically mounted cameras that were installed over 
nine consecutive days from Saturday 25th June 2016 to Sunday 3rd July 2016 over the hours 00:00 – 24:00 each 
day. The camera equipment was installed from the highway and at no time did we go onto Network Rail land or 
property. Resulting camera images recorded at each crossing were then analysed by experienced staff, all 
closely supervised. The traffic and pedestrian data was recorded in 15 minute intervals classifying the movements 
over the crossing into the categories shown below, all in accordance with the specification: 
 

• The Number of Vehicles Using the Crossing by Direction, Classified to: 
1. Equestrians, mounted 
2. Equestrians, walking 
3. Pedal Cycles being ridden 
4. Pedal Cycles being walked 

 

• Type of Foot Traffic Using the Crossing by Direction, Classified to: 
1. Adults 
2. Accompanied Children 
3. Unaccompanied Children 
4. Elderly 
5. Impaired 
6. Wheelchair 
7. Pushchair/Pram 
8. Mobility Scooter 
9. Railway Personnel 
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The daily number of pedestrians, equestrians and cyclists that used the level crossing over the 24 hours are 
summed for each category as specified. The specification also requires the busiest quarter hour period for 
pedestrians. In addition, Tracsis Traffic Data Limited have added any relevant observations during the analysis, 
relating to crossing misuse or unusual occurrences. 

 

 

 

Cow Pasture Lane Level Crossing – Busiest Quarter Hourly Periods 
 

No horses were observed on the level crossing during this census. 

For cyclists, the busiest quarter hourly period occurred when 2 cyclists were observed at 13:45 on Day 6. 

For pedestrians, the busiest quarter hourly period occurred at 11:45 on Day 4 with 4 pedestrians*. 
 
* This time period is the first occurrence of the busiest period, but not the only occurrence. 
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Figure 1 - Location Plan 
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Camera View/Site Equipment 
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Summary 
 
The surveys undertaken at the Level Crossing were successfully undertaken in accordance with the specification. 
 
The Manual Level Crossing Count, for pedestrian users, started on Saturday 25th June 2016 and continued for nine 
days until Sunday 3rd July 2016 with survey hours of 00:00 to 24:00. This data is summarised below. 
 
Throughout the whole period of the survey pedestrian traffic operated in normal free flow conditions and was only 
restricted by train movements at this site. 
 
Footage will be provided for the survey, as per the specification. The busiest day for 3267-LON Site S18, Cow Pasture 
Lane Level Crossing, was Sunday 3rd July 2016. 
 

Pedestrians Adult 
Accom-
panied 

Child 

Unaccom-
panied 

Child 
Elderly Impaired 

Wheel-
chair 

Pushchair 
/ Pram 

Mobility 
Scooter 

Railway 
Personnel 

Total 

          
       

Saturday 25/06/2016 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 

Sunday 26/06/2016 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 

Monday 27/06/2016 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 

Tuesday 28/06/2016 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 

Wednesday 29/06/2016 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 

Thursday 30/06/2016 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 

Friday 01/07/2016 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 

Saturday 02/07/2016 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 

Sunday 03/07/2016 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 

    67 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 67 
 

 

Equestrians and 
cyclists 

Eques-

trian, 
mounted 

Eques-

trian, 
walking 

Bicycle 
riding 

Bicycle 
walking  

Total 

          
 

  

Saturday 25/06/2016 0 0 0 1 1 

Sunday 26/06/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Monday 27/06/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Tuesday 28/06/2016 0 0 0 1 1 

Wednesday 29/06/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Thursday 30/06/2016 0 0 0 2 2 

Friday 01/07/2016 0 0 0 0 0 

Saturday 02/07/2016 0 0 0 1 1 

Sunday 03/07/2016 0 0 0 2 2 

    0 0 0 7 7 
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Weather AM PM 

      
 

Saturday 25/06/2016 Sunny, Passing Clouds Sunny, Passing Clouds 

Sunday 26/06/2016 Sunny, Cloudy Sunny, Cloudy 

Monday 27/06/2016 Sunny, Passing Clouds Sunny, Passing Clouds 

Tuesday 28/06/2016 Sunny, Dry Sunny, Dry 

Wednesday 29/06/2016 Sunny, Windy Sunny, Windy 

Thursday 30/06/2016 Sunny, Dry Sunny, Dry 

Friday 01/07/2016 Sunny, Clear Sunny, Clear 

Saturday 02/07/2016 Sunny, Clear Sunny, Clear 

Sunday 03/07/2016 Sunny, Clear Sunny, Clear 
 

 

 

Appendix A – Nine-Day Census 

 

 See Excel spreadsheet “3267-LON Site S18 Cow Pasture Lane Census” 
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Introduction 
 
Tracsis Traffic Data Limited were commissioned by Mott MacDonald to undertake a level crossing survey at 
Abbotts Level Crossing. The survey consisted of a nine day video traffic census. A location plan is shown in 
Figure 1, which shows the exact position of the crossing surveyed. 

 

Contract Specification 
 
The table below shows the analysis carried out, and any further analysis that is possible from the camera views:  
 

Analysis Type Status 

Nine Day Census Appendix A 

Road Closure not available 

Traffic Turning not available 

Blocking Back not available 

Speed Survey not available 
 
In addition to this, further analysis could be carried out in the form of different pedestrian classifications, if 
requested. 

 

Survey Conduct/Data Presentation – Traffic Census (Appendix A) 
 
The pedestrian surveys were undertaken at the level crossing by telescopically mounted cameras that were 
installed over nine days; surveys took place between Tuesday 28th June 2016 and continued for six days until 
Sunday 03rd July 2016, with survey hours of 00:00 to 24:00. A further Manual Level Crossing Count started on 
Saturday 16th July 2016 and continued for three days until Monday 18th July over the hours 00:00 – 24:00 each 
day. The camera equipment was installed from the highway and at no time did we go onto Network Rail land or 
property. Resulting camera images recorded at each crossing were then analysed by experienced staff, all 
closely supervised. The traffic and pedestrian data was recorded in 15 minute intervals classifying the movements 
over the crossing into the categories shown below, all in accordance with the Mott MacDonald specification: 
 

• Type of Foot Traffic Using the Crossing by Direction, Classified to: 
1. Adults 
2. Accompanied Children 
3. Unaccompanied Children 
4. Elderly 
5. Impaired 
6. Wheelchair 
7. Pushchair/Pram 
8. Mobility Scooter 
9. Railway Personnel 

 
For each of the crossings the daily number of pedestrians that used the level crossing over the 24 hours are 
summed for each category as specified. The specification also requires the busiest quarter hour period for 
pedestrians. These are detailed below for each level crossing. In addition, Tracsis Traffic Data Limited have 
added any relevant observations during the analysis, relating to crossing misuse or unusual occurrences. 

 

 

Abbotts Level Crossing – Busiest Quarter Hourly Periods 
 

No cyclists or horse-riders were observed on the level crossing during this census. 

For Pedestrians, the busiest quarter hourly period occurred at 17:15 on Day 8 with 3 pedestrians. 
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Figure 1 - Location Plan 
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Camera View/Site Equipment 
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Summary 
 
The surveys undertaken at the Level Crossing were successfully undertaken in accordance with the specification. 
 
The Manual Level Crossing Count, for pedestrian users, started on Tuesday 28th June 2016 and continued for six 
days until Sunday 03rd July 2016, with survey hours of 00:00 to 24:00. A further Manual Level Crossing Count started 
on Saturday 16th July 2016 and continued for three days until Monday 18th July, totalling nine days. This data is 
summarised below. 
 
Throughout the whole period of the survey pedestrian traffic operated in normal free flow conditions and was only 
restricted by train movements at this site. 
 
Footage will be provided for the survey, as per the specification. The busiest day for 3267-LON Site S21 Abbotts Level 
Crossing, is Saturday 2nd July 2016. 

 

Pedestrians Adult 
Accom-
panied 

Child 

Unaccom-
panied 

Child 

Elderly Impaired 
Wheel-
chair 

Pushchair 
/ Pram 

Mobility 
Scooter 

Railway 
Personnel 

Total 

          
       

Saturday 16/07/2016 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

Sunday 17/07/2016 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 

Monday 18/07/2016 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Tuesday 28/06/2016 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Wednesday 29/06/2016 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

Thursday 30/06/2016 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

Friday 01/07/2016 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Saturday 02/07/2016 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 

Sunday 03/07/2016 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 

    22 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 26 
 

Equestrians and 

Cyclists* 
Horses 

Ridden 
bicycles 

Pushed 
bicycles 

Total 

        
  

Saturday 16/07/2016     

Sunday 17/07/2016     

Monday 18/07/2016     

Tuesday 28/06/2016 0 0 0 0 

Wednesday 29/06/2016 0 0 0 0 

Thursday 30/06/2016 0 0 0 0 

Friday 01/07/2016 0 0 0 0 

Saturday 02/07/2016 0 0 0 0 

Sunday 03/07/2016 0 0 0 0 

    0 0 0 0 
*Please note that following discussion with Mott MacDonald following delivery of the first 3 days’ worth of census data, the methodology 

was changed for counting pedestrians and cyclists during census days 4-9. For clarity, during the first 3 days’ of census, counts of 

Ridden bicycles & pushed bicycles were categorised within the regular pedestrian classifications. 
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Weather AM PM 

      
 

Saturday 16/07/2016 Sunny / Cloudy Sunny / Cloudy 

Sunday 17/07/2016 Sunny / Cloudy Sunny / Cloudy 

Monday 18/07/2016 Sunny / Cloudy Sunny / Cloudy 

Tuesday 28/06/2016 Cloudy Cloudy, Sunny Periods 

Wednesday 29/06/2016 Cloudy, Windy Cloudy, Windy 

Thursday 30/06/2016 Cloudy Cloudy, Sunny Periods 

Friday 01/07/2016 Cloudy Sunny 

Saturday 02/07/2016 Cloudy, Sunny Periods Rain, Cloudy 

Sunday 03/07/2016 Cloudy Sunny 
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Appendix A – Nine-Day Census 
 

 See Excel spreadsheet “3267-LON Site S21 Abbotts 9-Day Census” 
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