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Network Rail view - From Mr Prest giving evidence 

The “line” at crossings behind which people are safe is 2 metres from the rail. 

From investigation on the internet 

The rails are 1435mm apart in the UK 

The kinematic envelope (or at least one of them) for rolling stock is 3290mm wide 

So the overhang of the envelope over the rails is 3290 – 1435 = 1855mm  

The train overhangs each side of the rails so this is to be divided by two so 927mm   

Note – There are many gauges varying by type of rolling stock and line, this looks to be the most 

appropriate to me, but Network Rail may be able to provide a more definitive figure.  But it will not 

be far from this figure. 

So a point 2 metres from the rail is approximately 2000 – 927 mm  This puts a pedestrian just under 

1100mm from a passing train. 

 

Network Rail – from personal observation 

At Needham Market station on the line in question the yellow line on the platform is 1250mm from 

the platform edge, and hence from passing trains. 

 

Design Manual for Roads and Bridges  

I have failed to find any guidance on the width of footways in this set of documents. 

 

Manual for Streets 

6.3.22 There is no maximum width for 

footways. In lightly used streets (such 

as those with a purely residential 

function), the minimum unobstructed 

width for pedestrians should generally 

be 2 m. Additional width should be 

considered between the footway and a 

heavily used carriageway,or adjacent 

to gathering places, such as schools 

and shops. Further guidance on 

minimum footway widths is given in 

Inclusive Mobility. 
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From Inclusive Mobility 

2.2 Mobility impaired and visually impaired people 
 
Someone who does not use a walking aid can manage to walk along a passage way less than 700mm 

wide, but just using a walking stick requires greater width than this; a minimum of 750mm. A person 

who uses two sticks or crutches, or a walking frame needs a minimum of 900mm, a blind person using 

a long cane or with an assistance dog needs 1100mm. A visually impaired person who is being guided 

needs a width of 1200mm. A wheelchair user and an ambulant person side-by-side need 1500mm 

width.  

 

From safety at Street Works and Road Works 
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Page 6 says:   

•The sideways clearance (S)   This is the width between the working space and 

moving traffic. The sideways clearance is measured from the outside edge of the 

working space to the bottom of the conical sections of the cones on the side nearest 

to the traffic (see page 8). It will vary with the speed limit. 

 

Last page (page 73) says: 
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Suffolk County Council have a design document for roads available on their web site 
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But I am aware from other dealings with SCC that this document is out of date, and in any 

case applies to developments, not existing main roads. 


