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i our lives and livine standards heiter

' Counting the
_crossing cost

i WHILE one hopes for a favourable
i outcome re the Weatherby rail
i crossing, | rather fear that the
; financial implications are being
overifooked.

Network Rail would have fo spend
: money improving the safety of

i crossings for residents’ convenience.

i shareholders. ;
The company are similarly trying
2 reduce tﬁeir liabilities regarding
fencing, arguing that farmers should
fence to stop livestock straying onto
 the railway, rather than vice versa.
! Similar considerations pertain re
water supply. There is no profit in
repair, renewal and maintenance to
stop water leakages.
i |suggest we must beware of a
i rail crossing solution which requires
local authorities to use public funds
to mitigate the failings of privatised
‘ udﬁlimh leb
r Andrew Appleby
St Albans »
Newmarket

Leave EU after
:June election

EVER autocratic in its dealings and

Such would eat into profits and upset |

: contemptuous of alf who may think -
r Jean-Claude Junicker, intends to
“play dira" over Brexit. .
Since the EU is falling apart fast,
should leave with no deal and do this
straight after the election on June 8.
We should now be entering trade
deals with the world and later, over
the broken back of the EU, with
-the individual nations of Europe,
£ l;n.gassing the EU entirely.
i Philip Hodson
i New Cheveley Road
- Newmarket

TTITS T

AS chairman of the Newmarket
branch of the West Suffolk
Conservative Association | am writing
to thank you for electing my two

= candidates Rachel Hood and Robin
Millar as Suffolk county councillors
and Robert Nobbs as town councillor.
Exning, the whole of Newmarket,
and R.ec?l_ed now have a team who |

- Team will work |
-tirelessly

will work tirelessly together to make

=5

public service and wish them every

' success in the many challenges they

face over the next term of office.
Andy Drummond
vial email

Information on
dementia

It is Dementia Awareness Week from .

Maﬁ; 13-20.

ere will be a stall in the grounds
of All Saints Church, Newmarket,
from 10am — 12noon on Saturday,
May 13, run by our three-dementia
champions and volunteers of the

| Shinea Li%l; support group.

We will be there to answer your
questions and give helpful information
about services to access in this area.
Please come afong and have a chat

- over tea/coffee and cake in church.
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War and la
rain are prc

ARTHUR Roberts (Letters
bra; of his intention &
cash at the recent Craven
which surprised me on tw

Firstly, in many of his le
recent months he has har

a good word about any of
o_fgt?xct’a horse racing indyush

- Newmarket and in partict

against the Jockey Club b
housing exclusively for sta
are the life blood of the
me to believe that Mr Rok
racing enthusiast, unlike n

Secondly, Mr Roberts by
momenis of extravagance
that business is good and |
the benefits of Brexiton a
which begs the question v
trying to kid?
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John Bone

The Journal columnist who gets people taﬁcing...

© @NKTJournal

@ www.newmarket journal.co.uk

Rail crossing fight has

L]
eloquent c N inquiry process
plo Ingquiry process
, has serious flaws
Network Rail “Suffo]deevel
ili Crossing Reduction O er” is
SQ f(':i;ﬂilp Hodson asecret aged only15andlearned to now available for public view
e > drivethe delivery vanat17. But in Newmarket Library.
painstakingly how many of her audiences lis public submission islate.
me“rggd aﬂgd have realised howmuch Most citizens of Newmarket
lett ersp;j); ?1 off g:' i h]icll\l trouble she goestoto keep her still do not realise the signif
RO B mhisNew talks upto date, even though jeance of the closure of their
eve g 3}?3 | home must she long ago gave up butche rail crossing near Newmarket
xrely shaking some of for accountancy? Ruth let 51?1; Football Ground.
le smug jacks-in-office who at Soham Over 6osthat she Ifthisgoesthroughasis, there
g 1:21 t: ux;oll; :ti?;ljil;e’}‘ gﬁ a has made three voluntary 6am isserious miscarriage of due
A starts z i process.
s 2 e s ot B, e,
arf\ l‘fapoleo:} in his defence 2 politicians who % avishien but, under English Law,
?m: ;hmnplc;h rajlway crossing CAMPAIGN: Fight for Weatherby Crossing atNewmarketnotoveryet ~ makingthe same speeéh for the people of N ewmarket,
o Ee aE hi;mc_stamp ofa yearswithout goingtosuch through the custom and hab-
s € Enﬁg shman infuriated bother to ensure aceuracy. itofwalkingacrossthe railway
f:rfmionagligsviﬁéﬂst imon Debbin’ derful tn}i.h :hwn]] Warkaof Dakay, . s :;:;ta.blished rig?:jt:f
€ non Dobbin's wonde who the toffs take so seriously. h i i way since theinception of the
ta }:i:;ng] ttt;or:_ little people and wife Nicole must see 1hope their neighbours ¥ I hi:gg?of:at?x:gmu crossing.
: hl: e journeys. Well, the ‘the funnyside of the enjoy their street’sannual for amodest £199,995 Thecustamand habit of cross-
fight's not over yet. Ifthere television transformationof  notoriety-eveniftheymusi  would amazethe peo e who ing the track over a period of
isanyjustice, the so-called herMildenballhometomake  keep rememberingit's alifor  plannedandputity Pin the many years is well-described
public inquiry that every hfe a little easier for Simon children’s charities. difficult days after tife Second in the Statement of Case sub-
attempt has been made to since he was so horribly hurt World War. Arriving ona mitted by Patricia Collinsand
keepoutofsight, willchuck by vicioushooligans. “This will uckyHouldsworth Valley  lorry aslong pebblisurface‘d viewable in Newmarket Li-
outtlpsumust scheme give him some privacy,” she Primary academy has . concrete bea,ms theys brary. It is not for a govern-
despite the cunning tricks said as about 200 buildersand roomtoexpand(itnow  upin grear.hasté all g;e[;_r&rég ment body to extinguish such
employed. Let Mr Hodson gardeners tramped through has two handsome extensions) = country where bombin, rights. It is for the people of
ﬁve your support. Hesurely  their little house. with space to spare for play. had destmye‘dthousangs Newmarket todecidewhether
i ghunes, But head teacher Lisa Tweed of conventional houses. theywant those rights ornot.
Editor's note:Mr Hodson has he Attleseys of Soham alsohopestofitinaplotwhere  The designersand builders On at least three counts, this
nnnﬂprlmerpubllshedwdny. would probably scoff the young people can grow surely never imagined their proposed Order breaches all
Seeright. if someone told them flowers and vegetables. Ten splendid structures would DuaFrocess:
theywereartists, but I really out of ten, Miss! Too many still bearound in the next Firstly, the peopleof Newmar-
ome, one ofthe most think they are. Helenand young people havelittleidea millennium. But the Burwell ket were required Lo submit EinspeckiSegiiang
amazing and pleasing . John are thekind couple who where their food comesfrom  survivor seemsdoomed their objections before May RowleyDriveNewiiarke
thm’gs about Flying every Christmas smother and even fewer appreciatethe  There'saplantorep! 13[,3' 5, 2017, this before the nature growthy
Scotsman’s rapid passage their homein Julius Martin flavoursthat comefromfresh  itwithanewhome. Some and scope of the order had It vou haved photography
through Ely the other daywas  Lane withthousandsof multi-  home-grown vegetables. older readers may not know beendeclared. It hasonlyjust See It. Snap Lt ditte
how people in their 20s, true coloured electric lights in whether tofeel glad d appeared in Newmarket Li- newmarketjo )
children nfthe_electmn_ic dozens of different pictures fyouread our Village Voice SR brary.TﬁTsmemm that people mmband2ambinsize ory
age, were genuinely thrilled and seasonal emblems. They columns each week you fellow prisoner says did not know what they were it through the post.taSe
by this clanking, hissing, might be surprised tohear are bound tocome across lan Huflt]e ﬂfe Sgh { objecting about. So, they did Journal, RookeryHou
spitting hulk of antiquated that learned academicshave  the nameof Ruth Ginnwho urderer, Sn;x ects b w { not object. The public need pult
iron machinery. heard writtenasheifofbooksabout ~ hasgivenscoresorhundreds  bereleased by :Lc;nzp[f':hiso i time to digest it. Then they Pleaseaciude yournay
atrendy-looking girl of what they call “vernacular oftalkstosocialclubsallover s true, we can only pray th need to declare their views. sudaytime telephoney
fb‘?’ut 18 gaspone word: art”-the decorative works thisarea. Shedescribes how police Iandnther aﬁ&ggiti ee The inquiry is forbidding the peceive a E1ovouchey tor |
‘Awesome!” Her partner, a of ordinary people ranging her father trained her asa keep a better eye on him th:n publictoexpresstheirviewsat shopandeate in Chippen
little less l}:’gﬂcal, managed from those gaudy old canal butcher in1926 when she they did before he came tolive the inquiry and must change
only “Cool! narrowboats, all theway up joined the family business andkillamong us. .itsremit. _— e
The proposed Order is grant-
M. — . ing Network Rail powers of | walk over established places
e compulsory land purchase Philip Hodsol
eWmalr et Oumal and toextinguishthecustoms New Cheveley Roa
— . and habits of locals to walk Newmarke
Let'sqetitright % == S theirroutes, whitih is ;nﬁrcﬂy
et's g 'yl erm! i3% 4 e unconstitutional and wholly CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
9 » and_oond:tmns Subscriptions unacceptable. Itisvitalthat | | a4 night shop
Thisnewspaper anditswebsite {iffa Modia, sublishars afthiaN — 5 Newmarket citizensestablish
, publishers of the Newmarket Journal (or viaits agents), will use Tosave 20 per cantonthe cover prica their authority over the Sec- for12,000 peopli

isamember of the [ndependent

yourinformation to contact you by mail, email, phone, fax or SMS/MMStolet

of the Newmarket Journal, call

retary of State for Transport.

1 just wanted to say 2 bi

:';Ls:a !:;amb:zsfgrrgugisation,ﬁ;e ;;off: km;wa_bguwun orourbusiness partners, products, servicesandspecial 01223320369 or goonline at Write to your MP, to your lo- ‘thank you'’ to all of our wo)
i ﬁ o press, an rs. By giving usyour smalladdressandphqnenumber,youagraaﬂmwe www.iliffernediasubs.co.uk calcouncillors, Warwick Hirst derful community that can
ide byi e of conduct. Ifyou may contactyou by thesemethods for marketing. Ifyou donot wishtoreceive and Peter Hulbert at The Me- | to mpponthemwn’Sﬁrs‘Lev

have a complaintabout editorial
contentwhichrelatestoinaccuracy
orintrusion, then contact the Editor.
[Fyouremain dissatisfied with
theresponse provided, thenyou

inforrnan:unfmm ysorfrum out businesspartners tell us soinyour response.
Foryourinformationwe may monitor communicationsfor qualityand training
purposes.

Photographs

To prdﬁrphomgmphsthathavebem
printedin theNewmarket Journal,

morial Hall, High Street, New-
market. State your position
for the crossing.

Demand that the town'sviews
for the Weatherby Crossing

Christmas Lights Switch-(
event on Tuesday, Novemb
14. People came from far
wide to sample the delights
Newmarket, and to taste/th
touch/feel the products &

mngontacthSO atGateHouse, visitwww.photos.liffemadia.co.uk are not just listened to, but
FarnngdunStreet,Lundun,E_MMnﬁ - 3 e = Plassa recyclo thia papsr. are applied and force there- | servicesthat our local bu
(Tel:030071232220) or e-mail: Printed by llitfe Print Cambridge Ltd, Winship Road, Milten, Cambridge CB24 "“:"W'*"'_'!“ par ‘moval from the order, theex- | nesseshad tooffer.

cant of the raw matseial for UK tinguishing of the rights to Indeed, we welcomed almo

inquiries@ipso.co.uk
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Readers’

Email alison.hayesailiffepublishing.co
putting “Letters”inthesubject line, ox

totheaddressbelow.

Please limit letterstoabout 250 words.
reservestheright toshortenletters, fo
legal reasons. Please remember that all
publication must include the fullname
and daytime telephone number ofthe v
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, @NKTJIO

RAILCROSSING H OV
Minsiter should

listen to locals m
NapoleonBondparte conquered

Europe, sweeping away the old
feudal states, which thenneed-
ed a civil code. This was de-
signed by his commissioners
and appearedin18o4.asthe Na-
poleonie Code. In many ways a
masterpiece of democratic in-
tent, it nevertheless had to be
imposed foreiblyupon the peo-
ples of Europe within a very
short timesecale. Protestors
were suppressed.

The legacy of Napoleon’s code
is evident today. It is the EU
Commission which deter-
mines what Europe needs and
it guards its position merci-
lessly. No-one, not even other
national leaders, may suggest
change to the Commission for
thatmay openfloodgatesofdis-
sent.
Britain’sdemocracyhasawhol-
Iy different root. In AD871, Al-
fredbecameking. He set about
asking his subjects their hab-
its and customs. Then he built
English Law upon their ways
and aspirations. Initially a
rare and precious system of
government among the des-
pots of the world, English
Law spread throughout Brit-
ain’s Dominions, which by the
early 1920s, included 25 per
cent of the world’s land area
and 25 per cent of the world’s
population.

In the late 1950s, as a child in
Southern Rhodesia, I now re-
aliseIwas privileged towitness
the promulgation of English
Law at work. My godfather, a
Native Commissioner, would
spend weeksinthe bushmeet-
ing local village communities,
sitting with them, learning

READER'SPICTURE OF

o

Thisweek’s Seelt, Snapli, Send It winner isBecky Pinck-
ard, of Burrough Green. for her snap of equine chums Boo
and Dexter enjoying a frosty morning at Westley Waterless.
If youhave a photograph you think could be awinner of the
See It. SnapIt, Send It feature. emailit toalison.hayesa
newmarketjournal.co.uk picturesshould be between
1mband 2mbinsize oryoucansubmita print,bysending
it throughthe post. to Seelt, SnapIt, Send It, Newmarket
Journal, RookeryHouse, The Guineas, Newmarket,
Suffolk EB8 8SY.

Please include your name and full postal address as well

e

THE WEEK: WIN £10 TO SPEND AT LAHOGUE

LA HOGUE

FARM SHOP CAFE

www.newmark

Newmarket
The Guineas
Newmarket

Ricky
Alla

Managing unctor
01223320320
ricky.allan@iliffeme
@Rallan01

Group editor
01284757857
barry.peters@iliffe;
@barryjohnpeters

Graham

Turner
Deputy editor
01284757888
graham.turner@ilif
@NktJournal

Alison
Hayes
Content editor
01638564104
alison,hayes@iliffer
@AlisonHayesNJ

Dan
Barl

Reporter
01638564103

dan barkera@iliffepu
@DanBarkr

Liam

| Apieella

Sport

their ways and customs, then as adaytime telephone with your entry. Each winner will 01284 757815
reporting backsothat our Eng- receive a £10 voucher for the award-winning La Hogue farm liam.apicellagiliffef
lish Law accomodated African shop and café in Chippenham, which sponsors the feature. @liamapicella
needs. Bl S 3 5 : . %

In Britain, we call our civil ad- Debbie
ministrators ‘eivil servants’ or e Rodman
‘publie servants’ Thisisrooted | Order or Law he promulgates | the people of Newmarket | URCHARTS Culture/what'son

in our conecept of English Law, | embodiestheaspirationsofthe | would do well to demand 2 01284757823
theexample ofKing Alfred, who | local communistyp. The Secretary of State SOl‘I.g Sadly failed debbierodman.cult
asaservantifhispeople,setout | Forthe people of Newmarket, | for Transport’s presence. | TO reach No1 -
toincorporate their customs | all thisishighlyrelevanttothe | The spirit of the English | I have just read your article Jamie
asthefoundation ofsoundlaw. | matter of keeping open their | Constitution is not being | onmy musical hero Roy Wood Brodie
Increasingly, since we joined | pedestrianrailway crossing. exercised. (Culture section, Thursday, | Groupcommercialman:
the EU, London has been act- | Therefore it is essential that | The London-induced extin- | December 7), the manisaliv- | 01284757824
ingin over-ride of the people’s | the Minister of Statefor Trans- | guishing of public rights of | inglegendandIhaveseenhim/ | jamie brodiegiliffept

of Britain. Roads, rail projects

port sends his ‘native commis-

way elsewhere along railway

Wizzard on several occasions.

suchasHS2.andhousingbeing | sioners’ into the community | lines in Suffolk, Essex and | The article stated that  Wish Melissa
builtover communityinterests | of Newmarket to hear itscus- | Cambridgeshire may belegal | It Could Be Christmas Every- Rochester
atLondon’sbehest. Thisisena- | toms,habitsandaspirationsfor | under EU-rooted legislation | daywasaChristmascharttop- Media campaign manag
bled only by adopting Europe- | therail crossing withaviewto | butisgrosslyunconstitution- | per, alasthat is not true, with 07803505617

an governance methodsandis | consideringorderswhichmust | alunderEnglishLaw,andwith | the songsadly only peaking at melissa rochester@i
grosslyunconstitutionalunder | enshrine the aspirations of | cessation of EU diktat through | No4.inthe UK chartini1973-it | more sadly, The New Seekers. =
English Law. Newmarket. He must also con- | Brexit, willbe void and subject | wouldhavetakenamonumen- | Asfar asIknow it did not top Caroline
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Readers’

CHARITY
Support won't
cost you a penny

Christmas is here, the season | $

of goodwill and generosity is
well and truly upon us. But
withaseeminglynever-ending
Christmasshoppinglist, itcan
behard tofindthemoneytodo-
natetoagoodcause.

This Christmas, however,
there’s a way of supporting
the Royal National Institute of
Blind People (RNIB)—a charity
close to my heart — that won't
costyoua penny.
Allyouhavetodoiscollectused
stamps from your cards and
pareels. Your old stampswillbe
recycled and transformed in-
to much-needed funds to help
even more people with sight
loss access the information,
support and advice theyneed.
Andwith millionsof cardsand

parcels sent in the run-up to |
Christmas each year why not |
askyourfriends, familyorwork |

colleagues to get involved as
well?

Simply visit www.rnib.org.ulk/

stamps or call 01413 289357 |

to request your pre-paid en-
velopes. You'll then be able to
sendyourstampsoffto RNIBin
thepost—it reallyisthat easy!
Everyday 250 peoplewill begin
tolosetheirsight and many will
face a future without any help
or support.
By supperting RNIB thisChrist-
mas, you can help change this
and give people with sight loss
the gift of a brighter future.
AmandaHolden
RNIB Supporter

RAJLWAYS
Safety first

The people of Newmarket are
responding! Network Rail is
now receiving objections and
statements of case from New-
market citizens and isreplying
to them, mainly by reiterat-
ing safety issues. At the same
time, it is declaring the Weath-
erby Crossing to be “NoPublic
Rightof Way”, apparentlyon the
grounds that it is not on some
“definitive map”.

Network Rail accepts closure
will incur longer walking dis-
fancesbutclaimstheinconven-
ienceissmall.

In its replies, Network Rail

writes of an “underbridge” |

which gives the impression of
an existing under-pass near |
the crossing. Nothing like this |
exists, The “underbridge” is |
therail bridge at New Cheveley |
Road/The Avenue, a quarter of |
amile away.

@ Wewelcome vourletters.
Email alison.haves . iliffepublishing.
putting “Letters” inthe suhject line, o2
tothe addressbelow.

Please limit lettersto about 250 words
reservesthe right toshortenletters. £
legal reasons. Please rememberthat a
publicationmust inelude the fullnam
and daytime telephone number of the
FACEBOOK.COM/

f NEWMARKETSOURNAL E 4
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READER'SPICTURE OF THE WEEK: WIN £10 TOSPEND AT LAHOGUE

Thisweek’s See It. Snap It. Send It. winner is Bryan Sy-

thevillage.

If youhave aphotographyeu think eould be 2 winner of the

Seelt. SnaplIt. Send It feature. emailit toalison.hayesa

newmarketjournal.co.uk pieturesshould be between
oryou cansubmitaprint. by sending

mmband2mbinsize

| mondsof Burwell for his snap of the tirst snow of the yearin

it through the post. to See It. Snap It, Send It. Newmarket
Journal. Reokery House. The Guineas, Newmarlkef,
Suffolk CB8 8SY. :

Pleaseinclude your name and full postal address as well

asadaytime telephone with your entry. Each winner will

receive a£1ovoucher for the award winning La Hogue farm
shop and cafe in Chippenham;, which sponsers the feature.

it records extra time only, not | ley Road bridge or via Old Sta- i i ular action of the public who

the whole route, and disre-
gards that a walker, not doing
school runs, probably walks
back again, at least doubling
the times it suggests. [ meas-
ured distancesusing a survey-
or’swheel. The distance from

| junction New Cheveley Road/

Cricket Field Road to All Saints
School is 866 metres over the
crossing, taking about 10 min-
utes towalk. But all parents do
notliveatthatjunction. It takes
another 4-10 minutes to reach
it. By taking children to school
andcollectingthematthedays |
end, parentsand childrenmake

. four journeys. When using the

tion Road, doublesthedistance,
sothedaily school-walkforpar-
entsand children becomes 160
minutes, 2 hours and 20 min-
utes! That isa large amount of
time out ofa busymother’sday!
Network Rail's present claim is
that the crossingisa Permissive
Path. Itstatesinitsrepliestoob-
jectors that its current status
is “No Public Right of Way™. To

| be a Permissive Path, the own-

er must close the path for one
day every year, and the owner
must put up signstosayitisa
Permissive Path, else the path
reverts to a public right of way

1
T

LAUOGUE

AT

FARM SHOP.

it is not declared assuchona
map. However, the erossing is
shown by dotted lines on the
1926 Ordnance Survey map.
This is viewable in the Record
Office at Bury St Edmunds.
People have been using this
erossing, probably since the
lines were laid in 1848, for, be-
fore the lines were laid, Park
Lane and Cricket Field Road
constituted the main road
through to Ashley. Today, as
farback asthe1960's, there are
plenty of peoplewhoremember
the Weatherby Crossing being
used freely by the public.

14 CIFTRE RS
01638 191128 ~ WY LAHOGUE CIUK

i

at20years. NetworkRail,norits = The time limit of 20 years of |

Reporter
01638564103
dan.barker@iliffe!
@DanBarkr

Liam
Apicella
Sport:
01284757815
liam.apicella@ilif
@liamapicella

Debbie
Rodman
Culture/what'son

01284757823
debbierodmarn.ct

‘CAFE

# PRILES RGRTH OF *

eross it. The land belongs to
Network Rail but the Right of
‘Way belongs to the citizens of
Newmarket.

Network Rail writes to objec-
tors that it has considered a
foot-path from the Weath-
erby Crossing to the New
CheveleyRoad bridgeand back,
but found this impractical. Itis
totally silent about the more
obvious option, which is to
build a footbridge capable of
accommodating prams and
mobility scootersat the present
crossingwhich, most pecpleto
whom I have spoken, find an
entirelyacceptablealternative.

Jamie

01284757824

Melissa
Rocheste

Media camnpaign mar
Q7803505617
melissarochester

Caroline
Harland
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Get in touch - tell us what you think

Email; letters@cambridge-news.co.uk
Twitter: @CambridgeNewsUK
Facebook: facebook.com/Cambridge News

Post: Building 1000, Cambridge Research
Park, Waterbeach, CB25 9PD
Give the city

it deserves

IT is really disappointing to
read such glib comments on
your online comments page
regarding the latest
proposals for the Cambridge
market.

‘What we should be looking
for is not negative remarks to
denigrate this central
location but ideas as to how
it can and should be
improved to reflect the
status and charm of the city.

Tt is extremely sad to see
the lack of investment by the
council over the years in
such a potentially attractive
space right in the centre of a
beautiful city.

Despite a recent rise in
rent and talk of an amount
of money set aside for
improvement, nothing
appears to have been put in
place and no
communication to traders as
to what these improvements
are and to what extent.

Unfortunately the market,
as with many other public
provisions, has had to
undergo cuts, which in the
present economic tlimate is
understandable, though

WEBCHAT

WHAT is wrong with
Cambridgeshire? Am |
really reading that police
are hunting someone who
drove through a puddle?
Olikidda

The real question is why
was the drain blocked?
donnyboy

An overreaction. A little
common sense from
pedestrians is needed too.

66
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1t is obvious the
dated stalls need
complete
replacement with
more attractive
structures
Name withheld

investment in other
shopping areas of Cambridge
seem totally
disproportionate to money
spent on improvements and
upkeep of the market area.

If the council are serious
about these improvements ,
then they need to look at the
whole organisation of how
the market is run, from the
structure of the management
to taking time to visit and
talk to traders and see the
conditions under which they
have to work,

When applying for a
licence, traders have to
undergo and submit to a

==l Colin Fenton came i)
’ across this interesting § i
scuipture in Cardiff &

variety of bureaucratic
requirements regarding
trading, including regard to
health and safety. The same
requirements should be
complied with by the council
as many traders, including
the public who visit the area,
comment about the poor
state of the stalls and
hygiene evident throughout
the market.

It is obvious the dated
stalls need complete
replacement with more
attractive structures, perhaps
using alternative technology
to provide power rather than
rely on dated electrical
components which often fail.
The provision of seating
areas as well as planting of
greenery to enhance and
attract greater numbers of
visitors.

We need to see a market
area which reflects this city's

Hunt for motorist who splashed
trio by driving through puddle

If you see a huge puddle
beside a pavement, wait
until there's a break in
faster moving traffic before
you pass it.
AlittleBitOfMe

We can tell who the
motorists are on here can't
we but, if it was one of
their own being soaked by
another motorist, you'd
soon see their tone
changed!

Above everything else, this
is driving without due care
and attention or are some
motorists too stupid to
realise this. It's not for a
pedestrian to wait for a
vehicle to pass.

Because the puddie is in
the road, it is the motorist
who has to drive according
to the conditions, therefore
drive slower and with due
care and attention.

Pecko

culture and history, to help
improve the working
conditions under which
many traders work and to
develop a market area to
enhance the reputation of
Cambridge as well as provide
an important economic base
for the many traders who
work here and consequently
the economic well-being of
the city as a whole.

Name and address withheld

Turn out to fight
crossing closure

THE location for the first day
of the inquiry into Suffolk
level crossing closures has
been changed from Ipswich
to Ashlar House, Eastern
Road, Bury S5t Edmunds. The
session will start at 10am on
February 13. The dates for
when any one crossing will
be discussed are not yet
released.

English laws and orders
must be made with the
consent and aspirations of
the local communities at
heart. This means that local
people must stand up and
say what they want,

The risk is that, if the
people do not bother to
assert their democratic right,
the Minister of State for
Transport may act
unconstitutionally by
imposing closure orders
which do not embody the
aspirations of the local
communities which the
orders affect.

The inquiry includes, as it
must, a public gallery. Its
purpose is for ordinary

citizens to observe
proceedings, to ensure that
the will of the local
cornmunities is recognised
and exercised in the course
of the inquiry.

Therefore it is vitally
important that the
community attends on the
day which affects their
crossing. To fail to attend
gives carte blanche (a white
card of surrender) to the
Minister of State for
Transport to issue closure
orders in defiance of
community wishes. After all,
if the community does not
care, why should he?

1 urge residents of
Newmarket to continue to
write their objections on the
pedestrian rail crossing
closure to Network Rail with
copies to Newmarket Town
Council, and for individuals
to make arrangements to fill
the public gallery to
overflowing, both on the first
day of the inquiry which is
mainly procedural, but most
especially, on the day to be
decided when the
Newmarket crossing will be
debated.

Philip Hodson
New Cheveley Road
Newmarket

Getusoutof a
hole lot of trouble

FOLLOWING Brian Smith's
letters regarding potholes,
and his praise for the
highways road repair
department for tackling
potholes in Shelford Road,
perhaps he can use his

ZAANANA KN ARY i

OUR POLICY

M Please enclose your
full address and daytime
telephone number. Keep
your letter to no-more
than 200 words. The
News reserves the right
to edit material.

W Send your pictures in
JPEG format marked
“Your View' to
picturedesk@
cambridge-news.co.uk
Please add your name,
address and daytime
telephone number,
where you took the
photo and, if possible, a
picture of yourself. We
reserve the right to
reuse pictures at our
discretion.

influence with the
department and arrange for
the repair of a large pothole
on Bridge Road, the E1049 in
Impington .

This has been around for
weeks and is getting bigger
and deeper every day. I am
afraid if it is left much longer
someone will disappear
down it.

1 am not totally convinced
though that Mr Smith has a
lot of influence with the
department. I think it is
more likely the case that
more councillors use
Shelford Road than use
Bridge Road in Impington.
Roger Blunt
Peacock Way
Histon

s
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Readers’

CONCERT

Thank you for

your support

May1take thisopportunity to
thankalithosewho supported
our 25th Christmas Celebra-

FURSERY P N DO | AR

i

e e

Rail crossing

Railinquiryto
be held in town

BY ALISON BAYES
alison. hayes@iliffepublishing.co.uk
@AlisonHayesNJ

The inquiry which will deter-
mine whether the much-used
Weatherby foot crossing over
Newmarket's railway will
stay open will now be held in
the town.

The town council, which of-
fered the use of the memorial
hall for the part of the hear-
ing covering the Newmarket
crossing, was told on Mon-
day that the inquiry, which
is looking into a number of
crossing closures across Suf-
folk and opens next month in
Bury St Edmunds, will move
to the town to examine lo-
cal evidence on Tuesday and
‘Wednesday, March 13 and 14.
Town clerk Roberta Ben-
nett said the council was cur-
rently working on its proof of
evidence in preparation for

with performances from mu-’

sicians who played at the Kit-
Kat’ during the 1970s.
The showwill be compéred by
Sean ‘Rollo’ Rollason on Sun-
day, January 28.
Tickets are available from
the Princess Theatre, Hun-
stanton, on 01485 532252 or
atwww.princesshunstanton.
co.uk,

Philip Law

via email

CHILDREN'S HOSPICES

Thank you for all

your support
Everyoneat EACH would liketo
s2y a massive thank you to the

Aanmmiiniiios ansnace Wi FEA1L

the hearing which would be
detailing concerns as to how
adecision to close the cross-
ing would cause ‘community
severance’ and about the di-
version route suggested by
Network Rail.

“We have just got to make
surethiscrossingisnot closed
as it will have a devastating
effect on the town,” said Clir
Warwick Hirst, who with-
Clir Peter Hulbert hasbeenat
the forefront of the council’s
campaign to keep the cross-
ing open.

Residents’ campaigner
Philip Hodson, who lives in
New Cheveley Road, hascalled
onthosewhowant tokeep the
crossing open to attend the
hearingin Newmarket.

“It is vitally important
that the community attends
onthe day which affects their
crossing. Tofail toattend gives
carte blanche to the Minister
of State for Transport to issue

closure orders in defiance of
community wishes,” he said.

“Afterall,if the community
doesnotcare, whyshould he?”

Crossing campaigner
Rachel Woodhas researched
the crossing through the
Great Eastern Railway society
which came up with an arti-
cle from 1878 showing that at
thattimeitwasknownasMrs.
Wetherby's crossing and also
foundareferenceintoitinthe
1885 Newmarket Journal.

According to Network
Rail, which wants to close
the crossing on safety
grounds, people currently
using it would onkly face a
‘small inconvenience’ but
campaigners said the detour
woulddoublethewalktimefor
parents taking children from
Newmarket Cheveley Road to
All Saints’ School, meaning
daily school run journeys
could take up to two hours
and 20 minutes.

Stable and
stud staff
in running
for awards

Eighty-one-year-old Angela
French is the most senior
of Newmarket’s finalists in
the world’s richest compe-
tition for stud and stable
staff, sponsored by Sheikh
Mohammed'’s Godolphin
racing operation.

Angela, of Windsor Road,
has been nominated for the
Rory Macdonald Communi-
tyaward by TheRacing Cen-
trewhere shebegan running
classes and raising money
for the former Stable Lads
‘Welfare Trust in 1986. Also
nominated for this award is
Peter Williams, of Newmar-
ket’s British Racing School.

Daniel James, of Chip-
penham’s Brookside Stud,
isnominated inthestud cat-
egory while Petra Sebestik-
ova, who works for trainer
Luca Cumani is up for best
rider/groom. Ed Murrell,
assistant manager at Cheve-
ley’s Banstead Manor Stud,
isnominated for the leader-
ship award.

e

MEWMARKET JOURNAL

@ Wewelcome yourletters.

Email alison hayes« iliffepublishing.co
putting “Letters” inthesubject line, orp
totheaddressbelow.
Pleaselimit letterstoabout 250 words.
reservestheright toshortenletters, fon

FACEBOOK.COM/
NEWMARKETJOURNAL

f

» @NKTI0

Advantage Windows is a leading suppli
quality windows, doors and conserv:
With nearly 31 years improving ho

Call today to discuss improving yo

FENSA

Tel 01440 762215
3 - b Withersfield Road, Haw
Enquiries @advantagewindow
www.adavantagewindows.c

For those that don’'t know, we
provide specialist care for over
350 children and young people
with life-threatening condi-
tions, and varioussupport serv-
ices for more than 450 family
members.

Weaim to give familiesthe best
| inthe worst possible situation
but, needing £16,000 a day in
voluntary donations, we sim-

ply wouldn’t be able to without
the backing of so many of you
across the region.

Many of our families will spend

the start of 2018 consoling, re- |

flecting and geing through a
mamcantamotinme it wath Aanre

whether you've taken part in
one of our fundraising events
this year, hosted your own,
bought from or donated to our
shops, or velunteered for us,
you really have made a differ-
ence.
Welook forward toyour contin-
ued support in 2018, our plans
for which you can find out more
about at www.each.org.uk.
Helen Chapman

EACH Suffolk &

East Essex Fundraising |

Manager

RAILCROSSING
T

of the inquiry into Suffolk lev-
el crossing closures has been
changed fromIpswich to Ash-
lar House, Eastern Way, Bury
St Edmunds.

The session will start at 10am
on February 13.

English laws and orders must |
bemadewiththeconsentand |

aspirations of the local com-
munities at heart.

This means that local people
must stand up and say what
they want.

[t isvitally important that the
community attendson theday
which affects their crossing.

TA Fail tn at*and ocivec ~farto

ordersindefiance of commu-
nity wishes. After all, of the

should he?

lurgeresidents of Newmarket
to continue to write their ob-
jectionson the pedestrianrail
crossing closure to Network
Railwith copies to Newmarket
Town Council, and forindivid-
ualstomake arrangementsto
fill the public gallery to over-
flowing, both on the first day
of the inquiry, which is main-

cially,onthedayto bedecided
when the Newmartket crossing
anllhe Aehated

communitydoesnotcare, why |

Debbie
Rodman
Culwre/whatson

01284757823
debbierodman.cult

Jamie
Brodie
Groupcommercial man:
01284757824
jamie.brodie@iliffep.
Melissa
Rochester

Medis campaignmanag:

ly procedural, but most espe- |

07803505617
melissa.rochester@i

| Caroline
| N PR e |
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cambridge-news.co.uk

Emaill letters@cambridge-news.co.uk )

Twitter: @CambridgeNewsUK
Facebook: facebook.com/Cambridge News

Post: Building 1000, Cambridge Research
Park, Waterbeach; CB25 9PD

Grand

Tory

plan to run

Aown

YET more Robert Boorman
distraction tactics to deflect
attention away from the Tory-
created NHS crisis (Letters
January 20).

The Tories have always
hated the NHS and the truth is
the present crisis is down to
the underfunding of the NHS
by successive Tory govern-
ments since 2010,

The result being, 10,000
doctors short (highest ever),
40,000 nurses short and more
leaving than joining (for the
first 1ime), 40,000 beds cut
since 2010, people dying in
corridors and 55,000 opera-
tions cancelled.

A whistleblower has said at
least 40 patients in the East of
England were harmed or dead
after ‘significant ambulance
delays' in a three-week period
this winter.

This is all a grand Tory plan
1o run down the NHS so it will
make people more acceptable
to the idea that privatisation is
the answer. Warning — think
Carillion.

™ ~ most likely scheme to
T e the NHS would be
bawwd on the USA model.

WEBCHAT

First they must sue their
solicitor who let them buy
this place. Next, inform
their MP and then try to
get all the other residents
together to object to this
Caroline Humphrey

We pulled out of buying a
house here, right at the
last minute, for similar
reasons! Our solicitor
discovered this loophole
and also the fact that the

NHS
66

CUAWsESCEE BB RO

The Tories have
always hated the
NHS

John Doland

Let's have a look at the
number of people who go
bankrupt every year because
of medical bills. Britain,
France, Genmany, Japan,
Canada, Netherlands,
Switzerland- none; USA -
643,000.

‘Worried? You should be.
John Doland
Hanover Close
Bar Hill

Thanks to those
who helped

.= CON BO1 57

like to thank ambulance crew
(from King's Lynn), A&E staff,
doctors, surgeons, nurses,
healthcare assistants, physio-
therapists, occupational ther-
apists for the excellent care
and especially to all the staff
of Ward D8 yellow team.
Bryan Svensson

Via email

Cost of closing
level crossing

NO doubt we retain affection
for Network Rail, our public
servant whom we task with
keeping our railway lines in
good order, our rail verges
and fences clean and tidy, and
not least, to provide us with
commodious, convenient
and enjoyable crossings
where we need them.

But in this, it seems Net-

+
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The closure of level cross-
ings across Cambridgeshire,
Suffolk and elsewhere threat-
ens to really disrupt ease of
travel and to impose heavy
extra travel costs upon many
of us. It is vital we set out our
“compensatory  position”.
How to do this? I use the
Weatherby pedestrian cross-
ing in Newmarket as illus-
tration.

There are two types of claim
we can make, firstly for loss of
amenity — that is, opportunity
to use. Secondly, for the actu-
al increased costs to us that
closure incurs.

If Network Rail permanent-
Iy closes this crossing, people
lose 365 days of opportunity
to cross in the year. For par-
ents who cross the rails in the
morning to deposit children
at school, and then make a
return journey in the after-

MY wife, Joyce, fell and frac- work Rail is “going off the noon to collect their children,

tured her hip recently. T would

rails”.

Couple unable to sell house
after discovering legal catch

vendors had been refusing
to pay the ground rent.
They were involved in a
huge court case which
would have been passed on
to us.

It is disqusting that they
can get away with it and |
really hope that something
is done about it.

Jenny Grossman

Shouldn't the agent be held
responsible for not having

warned the purchasers?
Due diligence, or some
such?

Visnja McMaster

Herein lies the trouble of
buying leasehold!

Although the charges are
absolutely outrageous, this
should have been pointed
out to them. Leasehold will
always incur charges, but
this is insane.

Michael Dunn

they lose 180 school days of
opportunity x ftwo return
crossings = 360 return oppor-
tunities lost. The other non-
school days of the year are
also lost to them - that's
another 185 Jost opportunity
days at one return-crossing a
day.

What are these lost oppor-
tunities worth?

Take a common, public
charge. A taxi ordered from
the taxi rank in Newrmarket
High Street to deliver you
from one side of the Weath-
erby crossing to the other side
will charge you about £4.
‘When you go back again, that
is another £4 — that's £8 for a
return journey.

As a single person, making
one return journey, occasion-
ally, over the crossing, your

' Flona MacDonaid was

. amazed by the symme{ry.
| of this scene captured at
. King's College

lost opportunities upon clo-
sure are 365 days in the year.
365X £8 = £2,920 for every year
the crossing remains closed.
Claim it! As a school-parent,
360 opportunities to return-
cross are lost on 180 school-
days, and at one crossing lost
a day for the rest of the year,
185 days.

That is 545 lost opportu-
nities to cross, which at £8
each is £4,360 per year for
each vyear the crossing
remains closed.

That is an example of claim-
ing for “opportunities to cross
lost” by closure - loss of
amenity.

But there is more. Now,
because of closure you have
to take your car or a taxi. You
can propose the £8 return
charge again as reasonable
costs to you because of the
closure, costs which were not
there when vou could walk
the crossing.

So, if youactually make one,
12 or 500 crossings each year,
you may choose to demand in
compensation, £8 for each of
those travels.

If you never use a car.or a
taxi, you can value your claim
on the minimum wage, £7.20
per hour. What was a ten-
minute walk is now half an
hour or more. As a profes-
sional, you can claim accord-
ing to your higher hourly
rate.

I now urge all individuals
who are affected by rail cross-
ing closure to write to Net-
work Rail heading their letter,
“Tllustration of probable com-
pensation demand”.

This absolves you from any
legal tie. You are not making a
claim yet.

OUR POLICY

M Please enclose your
full address and daytime
telephone number. Keep
your letter to no more
than 200 words. The
News reserves the right
to edit material.

B Send your pictures in
JPEG format marked
"Your View' to
picturedesk@

- cambridge-news.co.uk
Please add your name,
address and daytime
telephone number,
where you took the
phato and, if possible, a
picture of yourself, We
reserve the right to
reuse pictures at our
discretion.

Youare just telling themina
friendly, helpful way what you
might go for if they close your
crossing. The address to write
to is Anglia Level Crossing
Reduction Team, Network
Rail, James Forbes House, 27
Great Suffolk Street, London
SE1 ONS or email anglialevel-
crossings@networkrail.co.uk.

Send a copy to our town
councillor, Warwick Hirst, at
hirstjwh@aol.com or post it to
Newmarket Town Council,
Memorial Hall, High Street,
Newmarket. CB8 8]P.

For Newmarket residents,
write well before our inquiry
starts which is now scheduled
to be held on March 13/14 at
the Memorial Hall in New-
market.

Philip Hodson
Newmarket

CK
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Post: Building 1000, Cambridge Research
Park, Waterbeach, CB25 9PD

Extra walk Is s
more than |

incovenient’’ PHOTO

THE people of Newmarket
are responding!

Network Rail is now
receiving objections and
statements of case from
Newmarket citizens and is
replying to them, mainly by
reiterating safetyissues. At
the same time, it is declaring
the Weatherhy Crossing to
be “no public right of way”,
apparently on the grounds
that it is not on some
“definitive map”.

Network Rail accepts
closure will incur longer
walking distances but claims
the inconvenience is small.

In its replies, Network Rail
writes of an “underbridge”
which gives the impression
of an existing under-pass
near the crossing. Nothing
like this exists. The
“underbridge” is the rail
bridge at New Cheveley
Road/The Avenue, a quarter
of a mile away.

Network Rail's claim that
extra walking time is smali
inconvenience is
disingenuous. It records
exira time only, not the
whole route, and disregards

WEBCHAT

The pay of the top earners
is completely disconnected
with the pay of the bottom
earners. Both are

" dependant on market
demand. Just because a
company has to pay more
to recruit an engineer does
not mean that they also
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There is no reason
today that this
road should not
permanently be
opened

Brian Smith

that a walker, not doing
school runs, probably walks

back again, at least doubling .

the times it suggests.

I measured distances using
a surveyor’s wheel. The
distance from junction New
Cheveley Road/Cricket Field
Road to All Saints School is

866 metres over the crossing,-

taldng about 10 minutes to
walk. But all parents do not
live at that junction. It takes
another four to 10 minutes
to reach.it.

By taking children to
school and collecting them
at the day’s end, parents
make four journeys. When

apmemv

using the Weatherby

Crossing, this is around 80

minutes walking a day.
To walk via the New

- Cheveley Road bridge or via

Old Station Road, doubles
the distance, so the daily
school walk for parents and
children becomes 160
minutes — two hours and 40
minutes! h
That is a large amount of
time out of a busy mother’s
day!
Philip Hodson
New Cheveley Road
Newmarket

No reason not to
open village link

1 HAVE used the village road
from Oakington to
Longstanton many times. It
is far quicker, easier and
safer than taking the longer
route via the Al4 from

Longstanton to Cambridge.

Cambridgeshire has a bigger
pay gap than rest of country

same as everyone else, but
it has been seen in the
former communist
countries that this
approach is flawed.
Fundisi

£50K is nothing in
Cambndge. How do you
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better off working in
London which will pay
more, or moving to a
location such as Cardiff or
other growing city where -
property is less than half in
some situations. | see many
skilled people picking other
locations and not
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No, I was not breaking the
law, because when I
travelled on this road it was
in the early 1960s. The road
at the time was usually
closed during the week and
opened at the weekends.
This was because RAF
Oakington was part of Flying
Training Command and
flying was only during the
week.

‘When RAF Oakington
closed I was surprised that
the road was not
permanently opened. I think
it may have been because it
was in bad condition and
needed repair.

There really is no reason
today that this road should
not permanently be opened.

I am sure that many
people in Longstanton would

agree.

Brian Smith

Milner Close
Sawston

Scadermics In'5

STEPHEN Hawking isa
brilliant physicist and a long-.
time Labour supporter who
claims Accountable Care
Organisations (ACOs) are
designed to enable
privatisation of health.

He should read the report
by the King’'s Fund on
Accountable Care
Organisations in New
Zealand.

In 1965 I worked for the

M avmarasl]l Deasticons ITiansr-o

Labour pay fres

Where were 1
campaigning a
then?

When he left
Hawking decid
physics and ¢h
instead ol man
which may be»
not campaigi 1
government we
on Private Fina
Initiatives.

Private inves
operated new 1
clinics, and rec
repayments sp
over 250 30w
exceedir—the
projects.

Britain's con’
private finance
will end up cos
more than £30!
according to a
analysis of con

Where were i
protesting acac

I am sure Prc
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uiry opens into Network Rail closure plan

Battle for

railway
crossing
under way

BYRHODAMOREISON
news@newmarketjournal.co.uk
@NktJournal

Aplanto close a raifway foot
crossingin Newmarket would
‘cut the townin half’ an inquiry
hasbeentold by residents.
The town’s Weatherby
erossing is one of 24 across
Suffolk which Network Railis
proposing to close or down-
grade, and which are being
considered at a public in-
quiry which started in Bury
St Edmunds on Tuesday and
isscheduled tolast fiveweeks.
Jacqueline Lean, counsel
representing Network Rail,
told the opening session of
the hearing it wanted to cre-
ate ‘a more efficient and reli-
able railway and improve the
safety of railway users, level
erossing users and staff’.
“Network Rail are look-
ing to reduce the number of

level erossings which is in
alignment with the national
policies,” she said. j

But residents and local
councillors have raised con-
cerns that the Weatherby

crossing is the only walkway '

linking the north side and
south side of Newmarket.

In a document submitted
as part of the inquiry, Ann
Dunning, chairman of the
Newmarket Ladies’ Open
Door Club, said that a survey
conducted by Network Rail
found that 500 people used
the erossing daily.

“We object to this closure
because it is a much-needed
pedestrian rail crossing for
Newmarket people. This clo-
sure would cut the town in
half. Peopleuseitforaccessto
thetown, shops, schools, allot-
ments and football matches.”
she said.

For Forest Heath District
Council, barrister Merrow

Golden said the closure of
the crossing would havea
negative impact on Newmar-
ket residents and requested
that inquiry inspector Ian
Jenkins recommend it be re-
moved from the closure order.
“Network Rail hasn’tjusti-
fied theneed toclosethecross-
ing in this manner and at this
time. It fails to consider and
balance the public interest in
favour ofkeeping the crossing
open. If the crossing is closed
theimpact onthe community
will besignificant and it wiilbe
immediate,” she said.
Network Rail’s statement
of case said that residents
would have to take an alter-
native route, including Gra-
nary Road, New Cheveley
Road and Cricket Field Road

adding some 870 metresonto
ajourney. :
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But Sue Rumfitt, repre-
senting the Suffolk Ram-
blers’ Association, said the
alternative routes were not
only much longer but were
alsodangerous and unfit for
purpose.

“A number of the pro-
posed alternative routes
make pedestrians walk on
or along the side of country
roads, on which cars are of-
tengoingveryfastand donot
expect to see people walk-
ing,” she said.

“Network Rail wants to
reduce safety risks on its
network but the knock-on

effect is that it will inerease

|safety risks elsewhere. For

etwork Rail, it'sout of: sight,
out of mind.”
But Mrs Lean insisted

|

| Closure would
“‘cut town in half’

that closing the crossing
was part of a wider plan to
reduce the number of level
crossingsand improve safety
for all railway users,

“Level crossingsform the
largest point ofaccidentsand
77 per cent of all level cross-
ing accidents have involved
pedestrian users,” she said,

“Safety is at the heart of
Network Rail and it’s com-
mitted to reducing the
number of accidents at level
crossings.”

The inquiry is being
held at venues in Newmar-
ket, Bury St Edmunds and
Ipswich. The Weatherby
crossing will be discussed
on Mareh 13 and 14 in New-
market’s Memorial Hall and
those opposing the closure
are encouraging residents
who support the crossingbe-
ing kept open to attend.
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