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From: Lisa White, Personal Support Officer <Lisa.White3@essex.gov.uk> on behalf of
Andrew Cook, Director, Highways & Transportation <Andrew.Cook@essex.gov.uk>

Sent: 10 May 2017 16:32

To: TRANSPORTANDWORKSACT

Cc: Richard.Schofield@networkrail.co.uk; Hannah.Briggs@networkrail.co.uk;
Steve. Day@networkrail.co.uk; Lee Sambrook; Alastair Southgate, Transport Strategy
Manager

Subject: Level Crossing TWA letter to SoS

Attachments: ECC Level Crossing TWA objection letter.doc; ECC Level Crossing TWA objection
appendix.doc

I am writing on behalf of Essex County Council (ECC) in relation to Network Rail's Anglia Level
Crossing Reduction Strategy to formally object to the Transport and Works Act Order, usually
known as the Network Rail (Essex and Others Level Crossing Reduction) Order, submitted to you
by Network Rail in March 2017.

Unfortunately Network Rail’s timescale and period for formal representations does not allow ECC
to take a report to Full Council for approval of its formal response to the Order ahead of the 12th
May deadline for submissions. | have therefore consulted with Councillor Eddie Johnson, Cabinet
Member for Highways and Transportation, and in accordance with the ECC scheme of delegation
I am submitting the attached holding objection, pending due consideration of this matter by full
Council on 16th May 2017. | will write to you again after 16th May to let you know the council’s
formal position on an objection having considered the application at a meeting convened in
accordance with s239 Local Government Act 1972 and s4.7 of the Department for Transport’s

Guide to TWA Procedures.

| would be grateful if you would kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter.

Yours sincerely

Andrew Cook
Director
Transport & Infrastructure

This email (including any attachments) is intended only for the recipient(s) named above. It may contain

confidential or privileged information and should not be read, copied or otherwise used by any other person
unless express permission is given. If you are not a named recipient, please contact the sender and delete the
email from your system. It is the recipient's responsibility to ensure that appropriate measures are in place to

check for software viruses.

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com







Essex County Council

Secretary of State for Transport Essex County Council

c/o Transport and Works Act Orders Unit, Infrastructure and Environment
General Counsel's Office, County Hall

Department for Transport, Market Road

Zone 1/18, Chelmsford

Great Minster House, CM1 1QH

33 Horseferry Road,

London

SW1P 4DR. Date: 121" May 2017

Dear Sir,

Ref: Anglia Level Crossings Reduction Strategy; the Essex and Others Level Crossing
Reduction Order

| am writing on behalf of Essex County Council (ECC) in relation to Network Rail's Anglia Level
Crossing Reduction Strategy to formally object to the Transport and Works Act Order, usually
known as the Network Rail (Essex and Others Level Crossing Reduction) Order, submitted to

you by Network Rail in March 2017.

Unfortunately Network Rail's timescale and period for formal representations does not allow
ECC to take a report to Full Council for approval of its formal response to the Order ahead of

the 12t May deadline for submissions.

| have consulted with Councillor Eddie Johnson, Cabinet Member for Highways and
Transportation, and in accordance with the ECC scheme of delegation | have the authority to
make a holding objection, pending due consideration of this matter by full Council on 16" May
2017. | will write to you again after 16" May to let you know the council’s formal position on an
objection having considered the application at a meeting convened in accordance with s239
Local Government Act 1972 and s4.7 of the Department for Transport's Guide to TWA

Procedures.

ECC officers have met with Network Rail on a number of occasions to discuss each of the
crossings within the current Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy programme leading to
the development of improved options at several locations; however, there remain a number of
locations where ECC is concerned that the current Network Rail proposal does not provide an
appropriate alternative route. In these cases ECC is submitting a formal objection to the
specific proposals contained within Network Rail's Transport and Works Act submission.

ECC objects to nine of the proposals on the following grounds.
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Ay
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Essex County Council

e The excessive length of the proposed diversion route;

e The alternative route is unsatisfactory due to the lack of a safe alternative route such
as, but not limited to, routes that require walking in the carriageway where this is
considered to present a significant risk;

e The proposal would result in significant diminution of the connectivity of the
PRoW/highway network;

¢ Proposals where alternative mitigation measures would be achievable and more
appropriate; for example, a new bridge or installation of a pedestrian warning system;

e The proposals would result in significant loss of amenity value through the diminution of
enjoyment for users and / or reduced access to green space for the physical and mental
well-being of local communities;

e The proposal would result in an unreasonable increase in liability for the Highway
Authority.

ECC'’s current position on each proposal and reason for its position is summarised in the
attached Appendix.

In addition, there are a number of other crossings which are proposed for closure. In many
cases the designs have not been finalised and commuted sums for future maintenance of new
infrastructure have not been agreed. Therefore the Council objects to all proposals included in
the order unless and until designs and commuted sums have been agreed with the County

Council.

ECC anticipates requesting a public inquiry to be held to enable a full hearing of the case for
each of the proposals to which it objects.

| have also been made aware of a number of local groups and representative organisations
who have expressed specific local concerns with respect to one or more of the current
proposals. | would ask that in addition to considering the content of this letter that you also
give due consideration to the views expressed separately by Essex residents, businesses and

other interested parties.

| would be grateful if you would kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter.

Yours faithfully,

Andrew Cook

Director, Highways and Transportation
Tel: 03330 136889

Email: andrew.cook@essex.gov.uk
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