





We note your comment that there is alternative footpath connectivity via White Horse
Lane. The footpath network is the responsibility of the highway authority and they
are not prepared to allow the route to be simply extinguished when the crossing is
formally closed. Network Rail is under an obligation under the Transport & Works
Act 1992 to provide an alternative route unless it can satisfy the Secretary of State
that no alternative route is required. This has resulted in finding a solution to
continue to offer connectivity for the footpath network.

In developing our proposals, we took account of the permission you hold to convert
your existing farm build to residential use. From the available documents on the
Uttlesford District planning portal (UTT/14/2798/P3MPA) as shown below, the
agricultural building in question is situated on the eastern side of your land. When
considering the placement of the new footpath, we sought to locate it against the
extreme western limits of the site, to help alleviate the impact on possible future
development. As a result, Network Rail does not consider that its proposals will
preclude the proposed development of your land.
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At the first public consultation we did show a diversionary route option via the railway
station. However in our final proposal we are providing traffic lights to enable safe
passage for pedestrians over the Debden Road railway bridge. The proposal will
improve pedestrian safety on the bridge with single direction traffic movement,
addressing an existing highway issue. We note that a number of railway passengers
walk to the railway station via this bridge, so our proposal would benefit them too.
You will have recently received a copy of our statement of case and a copy of the
current proposed diversionary route is included in Appendix NR26.

We hope that our response has provided sufficient clarity on the points made in your
objection, and has addressed your concerns about this level crossing. If so, we
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would be grateful if you would kindly let the Department for Transport know by
withdrawing your objection. We look forward to learning your position.

Meanwhile, if you require further information please do not hesitate to contact me by
email on ALCross@networkrail.co.uk or on the address above, quoting the reference
number provided.

Yours sincerely

Bridgit Choo-Bennett

Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Team
Network Rail
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Rail's ALCRM system and would be likely to see the risk score increase. The ORR
does not generally accept increasing risk at level crossings when more trains are set
to run. There is a small increase in Sunday services for the line proposed for the May
2020 timetable change, but a future franchisee may wish to run additional services
which Network Rail is obliged to consider. Colchester is a fast-growing town and this
could drive development along the Clacton and Walton lines. Closure of footpath
crossings is one of many factors that must be addressed with any significant service

level change.

Whilst all trains currently call at Wivenhoe, this will not necessarily always be the
case if additional services are introduced. A feasibility study into line speed
increases has not been undertaken on this line, but this level crossing is not
compliant even for the designated line speed of 50mph, and is dependent on a
Temporary Speed Restriction to maintain sufficient sighting of trains for users.

Network Rail is obliged by its authorizing Acts to maintain crossings of the railway
where rights of way exist. Network Rail is also obliged to have regard to the use of
public money in the ongoing costs of maintaining all level crossings. Our statement
of Case explains the considerable costs associated with the management of level
crossings. The purpose of this project was to identify level crossings that could be
closed via diversion to existing infrastructure to cross the railway.

You refer to housing development and growing population, however owing to the
increase in risk that invariably follows an increase in usage, Network Rail opposes
developments where they will result in increased usage of level crossings.

In response to your concern on the steep gradient of alternative routes. Alternative
routes are offered via High Street and Anglesea Road in order to preserve vital links
across Wivenhoe.

The diversionary route using Anglesea Road bridge via Queen’s Road to the north of
the crossing is steep, and whilst we are providing some modifications (handrail and a
rest area), there are also alternative flatter routes that can be used.

Pedestrians on the north of the crossing can use the new level footpath link we are
proposing from the north end of Paget Road to Phillip Road. For pedestrians
travelling from the south of the railway, there is an existing alternative route via
Brook Street, Hamilton Road, and Alma Street that can be used to access High
Street, the station and local shops.

The improvements we are proposing to footway provision on High Street bridge will
improve this route for all users. Further details on our proposals are included in our
statement of case (Appendix NR26).

The proposed diversionary route predominately uses existing public footpaths within
the area, with the exception of an approximately 180m new section Philip Road. Any
diversionary route must be completed to the reasonable satisfaction of the Highway

Authority (Essex County Council) before the Rights of Way over the level crossing is

extinguished.
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order). Under those provisions, compensation is payable where it can be shown
that the value of an interest in land has depreciated as a result of the order or
where a person has suffered damage by being disturbed in his enjoyment of land in
consequence of the making of the order. The term ‘interest’ includes rights over
land, specifically including sporting rights. Therefore, where sporting rights are
held over the line of the new path, compensation may be payable where
depreciation or disturbance in the enjoyment of the land can be shown.”

We hope that our response has provided sufficient clarity on each of the points made
in your objection, and has addressed your concerns about this level crossing. If so,
we would be grateful if you would kindly let the Department for Transport know by
withdrawing your objection. We look forward to learning your position.

Meanwhile, if you require further information please do not hesitate to contact me by
email on ALCross@networkrail.co.uk or at the address above, quoting the reference
number provided.

Yours sincerely

T

Bridgit Choo-Bennett

Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Team
Network Rail

Enc. List of locations for TWAO documents
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