





local bus routes, the route that is mentioned by the objector of using other village
roads appears to indicate the use of the road bridge to the north of E13, as a means
to cross the railway and then travel south along the High Street. Users would then
walk south to access the village, the church and the bus stops. This is not part of our
proposed diversion route, but we note that this route is available. If this route were to
be used, it would result in an approximately 230m shorter route for those travelling
from Strethall Road to the Church via the level crossing and Peggy’s Walk.

We note that while a new footpath is to be provided parallel to Littlebury Green Lane,
the route down Littlebury Green Lane itself is still available.

We note that for residents who live on Peggy’s Walk who wish to access local bus
routes, or the Holy Trinity Church, they must walk down Littlebury Green Lane at

present.

After closing the crossing at Littlebury Gate House, we propose to create a new 2m
wide footpath in the field margin, connecting the former crossing point with Littlebury
Green Road. This route would offer a quiet rural walk on the west side of the village,
between Merton Place in the north and Littlebury Green Road in the south.

We hope that our response has provided sufficient clarity on each of the points made
in your objection, and has addressed your concerns about this level crossing. If so,
we would be grateful if you would kindly let the Department for Transport know by
withdrawing your objection. We look forward to learning your position.

Meanwhile, if you require further information pleése do not hesitate to contact me on
ALCross@networkrail.co.uk or on the address above, quoting the reference number
provided.

Yours sincerely

/

Bridgit Choo-Bennett

Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Team
Network Rall

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited Registered Office: Network Rail, One Eversholt Street, London, NW1 2DN Registered in England and Wales No. 2904587 wwvr.networkrail.co.uk
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Network Rail has been working hard to better manage Its level crossings and the risks they pose. It has
developed proposals for the possible closure or change to public rights of way at around 130 level crossings in
Anglia. Closing or modifying level crossings can help to bring about a number of benefits:

» Improve the safety of level crossing users

® Deliver a more efficient and reliable railway, which is vital in supporting the fegional and UK economy
*  Reduce the ongaing operating and maintenance cast of the railway

- ®  Reduce delays to trains, pedestrians and other highway users
° Improve journey time reliability for railway, highway and other rights of way users

The level @ossings in this initial phase of the Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy do not include any new
bridges or underpasses, and omm.q benefits which are currently affordable and deliverable.

Potters is one of the level crossings in the County of Essex. It is located in Rivenhall Parish and has the
postcode CM8 3HR. This is a stop, iook and listen public footpath level crossing where the user has to decide
whether it is safe to cross. The railway at this crossing carries passenger and freight trains with a line speed of
100 mph. There are generally 293 trains passing through this level crossing per day.

Network Rail's level crossing risk assessments are supported by use of the All Level Crossing Risk Model
(ALCRM). This produces a score for the ‘individual risk’ presented as a letter ranging from A to M, where A is
the highest risk and M is the lowest. In addition ‘collective risk’ is based on the number of people who use the
crossing, and is presented as a number ranging from 1 to 13, where 1 is the highest risk and 13 is the lowest.
Potters level crossing currently has an ALCRM score of C4, which is considered high risk. Key issues relate to

sun glare and frequent trains. There were no incidents of misuse, no near misses and 1 accident at this
crossing between 2011 and 2015.

Public consultation was undertaken in June on initial options for changes at this level crossing. At this leve!
crossing, ten questionnaire responses were received. For Potters, a summary of the questionnaire responses is

shown below (route colours refer to the June 2016 Stage 1 consultation plan - please see the project website
for details): E :

® 50% of responses agreed with the proposals
® 50% of responses disagreed with the proposals

® 50% of responses preferred supported the blue route
¢ 40% of responses preferred another route
® 10% of responses did not state a preference

Respondents were more supportive of the blue route, as it maintains the connectivity of footpath
EX/105/48 and EX/105/43. A request was made for good signage, and some respondents expressed
concerns over the dangerous footpath under the railway bridge, as they stated there is high risk of
collision with high speed vehicles, One request was madz for a bridge with ramped approaches,

As part of the consultation process a wide range of statutory consultees, landowners and user m.B..__um

were also consulted. The respanses received have been taken into account when determining the
preferred option.

S

Netwo

During June and July of this year, Network Rail undertook new census surveys of the number and type of level

crossing users. A three day census was undertaken {Saturday, Sunday and Monday) and the daily usage was
as follows:

{ Weekday (Monday)

14 pedestrians

Weekend {average daily) | 7 pedestrians

The consultation feedback together with a range of other factors such as user saféty and convenience,
environmental impacts and economic factors were used to determine a preferred option, In this case, the blue
Toute shown at the June 2016 Stage 1 consultation has been taken forward. ,

Our preferred option is to close the level crossing to all users. Crossing’infrastructure would be removed and
fencing installed to prevent trespass onto the raitway. Users will be diverted to the existing underbridge on
Oak Road, which is located to the south east of the level crossing. On the southern side of the railway, users
would access the underbridge by using the footpath EX/105/47. On the northern side of the railway, they
would make use of footpath EX/105/48 from which a 2 metre wide footpath would be constructed to allow
access to footpath £X/105/43. The new footpath would be constructed to an appropriate standard including
new wayfinding signs. Details will be discussed and agreed with the local authority.
Diversion length:

e The diversion route would add an additional 800m ta the route

Photo 1: Existing level crossing

Photo 2: Alternative rallway m.aomm:._m (using underbridge)

)
| &

Photo locations are shown on the plan overleaf.

This summary sheet and a questionnaire are available at the public exhibitions and on the project website at:
www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings. Please complete the separate questionnaire using the levet
aossing identification number E19 and your feedback will be considered before the proposals are finalised
ahead of submitting a Transport and Waorks Act Order to the Secretary of State.

To contact our team, please email us at: anglialevelcrossings@networkrall.co.uk or phone the helpline:

cwbuq._._ﬂb._.ém .Ensrzo:_“o_.wocqmamn:nv.,os&:m your comments on the Anglia Level Crossing .
Proposals. .
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members of the public who may otherwise come into contact with it. Network Rail is
thus obliged to protect the public from the dangers of the railway so far as
reasonably practical.

As is recognised by the ORR in its Level Crossings Policy, the removal of level
crossings is the most effective way to achieve this objective, removing the interface
between trains and highway users entirely.

ORR’s strategy for health and safety regulation of level crossings makes clear that it
will encourage crossing closure, and ensure that all risk assessments consider this
first, in line with the principles of prevention.

In accordance with that objective, Network Rail has established a long term strategy
of reducing level crossing risk (see Transforming Level Crossings 2015-2040).
Closure of level crossings is the most effective way of removing the risk from the
network. Reducing the number of level crossings will also remove constraints on the
railway to enable enhancement of capacity and improvement of line speed (in
association with other schemes) and to secure operation and maintenance of the
network in a timely, efficient and economical manner in accordance with Network
Rail's statutory duties and licence.

For further information about Network Rail's strategic aims please refer to the
Statement of Case submitted with the application for the Order. The Statement can
be found at https://www.networkrail.co.uk/running-the-railway/our-
routes/anglia/anglia-level-crossings/. Alternatively you can inspect a copy at one of
the locations in the attached list.

As set out above, safety is not the only reason for closure of this crossing.

Network Rail seeks, and is required, to keep risks at level crossings as low as
reasonably practicable. Network Rail must continue to manage the risks that exist at
each level crossing on the rail network, until it is closed.

Following a fatality at this crossing in 2012, the ORR recommended that some
improvements should be made to the crossing; these were completed in March 2014
and comprised new decking, fencing and gates. The recent improvements to which
you refer (‘solar lights’) were provided to indicate the edge of the crossing deck more
clearly. They are a measure to reduce the risk of slips, trips and falls.

In response to your comment that Potters crossing is “one of the safest in the
country”; level crossings collectively pose the greatest risk to safety on the railway
network. That is to say, almost half of the non-suicide deaths (or injury equivalents)
on the railway network are attributable to level crossings. Trains take a long distance
to come to a stop. This means that being in the path of a train is an inherently
dangerous place to be. The risk can be managed to some extent through warning or

Network Rail Infr Limited Regi d Office: Network Rail, One Eversholt Street, London, NW1 2DN Registered in England and Wales No. 2904587 www.networkrail.co.uk




technology solutions. However, it is widely acknowledged that closure of level
crossings is the most effective way to remove the risk. It is not possible to tell when
looking at a signal if the train will proceed.

Potters crossing is itself considered a high risk level crossing. As you note yourself,
trains travel past the crossing at 100 MPH. In good weather conditions sighting at
this crossing is between 900 and 1000m. However, sighting can be adversely
affected by, for example, sun glare, mist, fog or heat haze. People with visual
impairments may be unable to see an approaching train and users may misjudge the
speed of an oncoming train travelling at 100MPH.

Whilst we note that as a regular user you are familiar with the use of the level
crossing, not all users will be used to crossing the railway at a level crossing and will
be aware of the railway signaling systems or equipment.

On closure of the crossing Network Rail will remove the level crossing infrastructure
and will reuse any non-life expired assets at other crossings on the network.

The proposed diversionary routes predominately use existing public footpaths within
the area, with the exception of an approximate 300m new section to the north, which
will link FP 44 with FP 48. Any diversionary route must be completed to the
reasonable satisfaction of the Highway Authority (Essex County Council) before the
Rights of Way over the level crossing is extinguished. A 1.8m high fence will be
installed for a maximum of 100m on each side of the railway to prevent trespass.

We set out above the other benefits of closing level crossings.

We hope that our response had provided sufficient clarity on each of the points made
in your objection, and has addressed your concerns about this level crossing. If so
we would be grateful if you would kindly let the Department for Transport know by
withdrawing your objection. We look forward to learning your position.

Meanwhile, if you require further information please do not hesitate to contact me on
the address above or by email to ALCross@networkrail.co.uk, quoting the reference
number provided.

Yours sincerely

P

Bridgit Choo-Bennett

Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Team
Network Rail

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited Registered Office: Network Rail, One Eversholt Street, London, NW1 2DN Registered in England and Wales No. 2904587 www.networkrail.co.uk



Enc. List of locations for TWAO documents
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OBJ/04 — Margaretting Parish Council

E15 Parsonage Lane

Objection Withdrawn






Glenn Hann
Parndon Lodge
Parndon Mill Lane

NetworkRail

Network Rail
James Forbes House

Harlow

Essex CM20 2HR 27 Great Suffolk St
London
SE1 ONS
29 August 2017

Ref: Obj/005/ES/R001

Dear Mr Hann

The Network Rail (Essex Level Crossing Reduction) Order
Level crossing EO04 Parndon Mill
District : Harlow

The Department for Transport has passed to us your letter of objection to the
proposed Order dated 5 April 2017, which has been allocated the reference

OBJ/05.

We note that you believe that there is no existing public right of way (PROW) on your
land and are concerned that our proposal will require works on your land.

Essex County Council's Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way, lists the precise
location of all PRoWs within the Essex area. An extract from the online version of the

Definitive Map is reproduced below.

You will see that there is still officially a public footpath recorded as crossing the
railway in this location, although you are correct in observing that it has not been
present on site for many years. The public footpath across the railway at this location
has been obstructed for many decades and there is no level crossing physically on

site.

The online Definitive Map may be viewed at:
http://www.essexhighways.org/Transport-and-Roads/Interactive-Maps-and-Live-
Travel-Information/Highways-Information-Map/Highways-Information-Map-

Portal.aspx

Network Rail Infrastruciure Limited Registered Office: Network Rail, One Eversholt Streel, London, NW1 2DN Registered in England and Wales No. 2004587 wwav.networkrail.co.uk



The Pines The Grange

L1 Pamidon Lodpe

et

Public Rights of Way
central asset id: PROW
185_73

parish: Harlow District
path number: 73
classification: Footpath Sports Field
length: 593

unit: metres

district: Harlow

parish code; PROW 185

Public Rights of Way are protected by law and can only be altered by legal order.
Network Rail is proposing to formally extinguish the footpath over the railway and to
formally close the crossing. In its place, Network Rail will create a footpath to the
south, joining the old footpath to Elizabeth Way (this is shown as dotted red line on
the attached design freeze proposal). The new proposed footpath continues east on
the existing road footway and then north on Parndon Mill Lane, crossing the railway
at the road bridge and Mill Lane to join existing footpath networks. We do not
consider that the proposed creation of an alternative route will affect your land and
no physical works or access will be required on your land.

We enclose our design freeze proposal from which you will see that we are
proposing to extinguish the stretch of public footpath that officially exists on your land
(shown as a dotted blue line on the attached design freeze plan). The Order Plan
shows this on sheet 07 between P029 to P032. We are also formally extinguishing a
second path not on the definitive map, shown on sheet 07 between P029, P033 and
P030. Again this will not require any physical works on site.

We hope that our response has provided sufficient clarity on each of the points made
in your objection, and has addressed your concerns about this level crossing. If so
we would be grateful if you would kindly let the Department for Transport know by
withdrawing your objection. We look forward to learning your position.

Meanwhile, if you require further information please do not hesitate to contact me on

the address above or by email to ALCross@networkrail.co.uk, quoting the reference
number provided.

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited Registered Office: Network Rail, One Eversholt Street, London, NW1 2DN Registered in England and Wales No. 2904587 www.networkrail.co.uk



Yours sincerely

=

Bridgit Choo-Bennett

Anglia Leve!l Crossing Reduction Team
Network Rail

Enc.
Design freeze proposal for E04
TWAOTrder plan sheet 07

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited Registered Office: Network Rail, One Eversholt Street, London, NW1 2DN Registered in England and Wales No. 2904587 wwav.networkrail.co.uk



OBJ/06 — Kings Arms and Cheshunt Angling Society

HO1 Trinity Lane
H02 Cadmore Lane

HO3 Slipe Lane

Objection Withdrawn



OBJ/07 — Stephen L Parker

HO1 Trinity Lane
HO2 Cadmore Lane

HO3 Slipe Lane

Objection Withdrawn



OBJ/08 — Andrea Gilbey

HO1 Trinity Lane

Objection Withdrawn









We would be grateful to receive a copy of your correspondence.

Kind regards,
Liz

Liz Noonan

Objection Management Team Anglia Level Crossing

Network Rail, James Forbes House, 27 Great Suffolk Street, London, SE1 ONS
07715960244
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The content of this email (and any attachment) is confidential. It may also be legally
privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure.

This email should not be used by anyone who is not an original intended recipient, nor may it
be copied or disclosed to anyone who is not an original intended recipient.

If you have received this email by mistake please notify us by emailing the sender, and then
delete the email and any copies from your system.

Liability cannot be accepted for statements made which are clearly the sender's own and not
made on behalf of Network Rail.

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited registered in England and Wales No. 2904587,
registered office Network Rail, 2nd Floor, One Eversholt Street, London, NW1 2DN
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We are, therefore, proposing to extinguish the public rights at this level crossing, but
to retain the crossing itself for use by authorised landowners.

As the public will have access to both sides of the level crossing, it will be necessary
to lock the level crossing to prevent unauthorised use and for public safety.

To address each of your objection points:

1. You will appreciate from the explanation above that Network Rail is not
removing the sole full height access to the residences on the south eastern
side of the railway. Those who live on the south eastern side of the railway will
be provided with rights to use the crossing at Margaretting / Parsonage Lane,
enabling them to continue to access their property.

2. Similarly, visitors to the properties of, and everyday services on behalf of, an
authorised user (such as, for example, grocery, oil and parcel deliveries) can
continue as usual, subject to the authorised users allowing them access to the
crossing.

3. Refuse and recycling collection will be maintained. Network Rail will liaise with
the local authority to determine the best solution.

4. Emergency vehicle access will not be affected. Such vehicles will continue to
use the level crossing, just as they do at other crossings in the country where
similar arrangements apply.

We hope that our response has provided sufficient clarity on each of the points made
in your objection, and has addressed your concerns about this level crossing. If so,
we would be grateful if you would kindly let the Department for Transport know by
withdrawing your objection. We look forward to learning your position. Meanwhile, if
you require further information please do not hesitate to contact me, quoting the
reference number provided.

Yours sincerely

Bridgit Choo-Bennett

Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Team
Network Rail

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited Registered Office: Network Rail, One Eversholt Street, London, NW1 2DN Registered in England and Wales No. 2804587 waww.nefworkrail.co.uk












In accordance with the terms of its licence and the strategic aims and policies of the
ORR, Network Rail has a duty to ensure the safety of users of the railway and to
promote improvements in railway services by cost effective and efficient
management of the network. It is also legally responsible for safety on and around
the railway, including at level crossings, not only for those using the railway, but
members of the public who may otherwise come into contact with it. Network Rail is
thus obliged to protect the public from the dangers of the railway so far as
reasonably practical.

As is recognised by the ORR in its Level Crossings Policy, the removal of level
crossings is the most effective way to achieve this objective; removing the interface
between trains and highway users entirely.

ORR’s strategy for health and safety regulation of level crossings rhakes clear that it
will encourage crossing closure, and ensure that all risk assessments consider this
first, in line with the principles of prevention.

In accordance with that objective, Network Rail has established a long term strategy
of reducing level crossing risk (see Transforming Level Crossings 2015-2040).
Closure of level crossings is the most effective way of removing the risk from the
network. Reducing the number of level crossings will also remove constraints on the
railway to enable enhancement of capacity and improvement of line speed (in
association with other schemes) and to secure operation and maintenance of the
network in a timely, efficient and economical manner in accordance with Network
Rail's statutory duties and licence.

For further information about Network Rail's strategic aims please refer to the
Statement of Case submitted with the application for the Order. The Statement can
be found at https://www.networkrail.co.uk/running-the-railway/our-
routes/anglia/anglia-level-crossings/. Alternatively you can inspect a copy at one of
the locations in the attached list.

Point 2: Length of diversion less enjoyable

Network Rail understands that the existing level crossing footpath leads to a wider
connectivity via long distance footpaths on the west and east of the level crossing
which are used for recreational use. The length of the diversion varies depending on
the users’ origin and destination point with some users undertaking longer diversions
than others.

Proposals shown at first and second consultations diverted users to the north only.

Consultation responses highlighted concerns regarding the length of the diversion
and road walking. As a result, the final design proposal submitted with the TWAO

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited Registered Office: Network Rail, One Eversholt Street, London, NW1 2DN Registered in England and Wales No. 2004587 vaav.networkrail.co.uk



provides an additional field margin footpath to the south reducing road walking as far
as practicable for those users walking to the south of the level crossing.

We hope that our response has provided sufficient clarity on each of the points made
in your objection, and has addressed your concerns about this level crossing. If so,
we would be grateful if you would kindly let the Department for Transport know by
withdrawing your objection. We look forward to learning your position.

Meanwhile, if you require further information please do not hesitate to contact me, by
email at ALCross@networkrail.co.uk or at the address above, quoting the reference

number provided.

Yours sincerely

T

Bridgit Choo-Bennett

Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Team
Network Rail

Enc. List of locations of TWAO documents
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