





reasonably practical.

As is recognised by the ORR in its Level Crossings Policy, the removal of level
crossings is the most effective way to achieve this objective, removing the interface
between trains and highway users entirely.

ORR’s strategy for health and safety regulation of level crossings makes clear that it
will encourage crossing closure, and ensure that all risk assessments consider this

first, in line with the principles of prevention.

In accordance with that objective, Network Rail has established a long term strategy
of reducing level crossing risk (see Transforming Level Crossings 2015-2040).
Closure of level crossings is the most effective way of removing the risk from the
network. Reducing the number of level crossings will also remove constraints on the
railway to enable enhancement of capacity and improvement of line speed (in
association with other schemes) and to secure operation and maintenance of the
network in a timely, efficient and economical manner in accordance with Network
Rail’s statutory duties and licence.

For further information about Network Rail's strategic aims please refer to Network
Rail’s Statement of Case. The Statement can be found
at https://www.networkrail.co.uk/running-the-railway/our-routes/anglia/anglia-level-
crossings/. Alternatively you can inspect a copy at one of the locations in the
attached list.

In response to your comments regarding the safety of the crossing; level crossings
collectively pose the greatest risk to safety on the railway network. That is to say,
almost half of the non-suicide deaths (or injury equivalents) on the railway network
are attributable to level crossings. Trains take a long distance to come to a stop. This
means that being in the path of a train is an inherently dangerous place to be.

Woodgrange crossing is itself a high risk crossing. Trains travel over the crossing at
70MPH. We acknowledge your comment regarding sight lines; sighting can be
adversely affected by a number of constraints many beyond Network Rails control.
Sighting can be adversely affected by, for example, sun glare, mist, fog or heat haze.
Closure of the level crossing is the only way to remove the risk.

The diversionary route is along existing public roads. The shortest available route is
via Butterys and the steps, or there is a slightly longer step free route via
Woodgrange Drive. The additional distance will of course depend on the origin and
destination of users’ journeys. Network Rail considers that this route is suitable and
convenient for the majority of users and the closure of the crossing will help to bring
the public benefits outlined above.

The reasons for closure of this and other crossings in the Order are stated above.
For additional information please refer to the Statement of Case.

We hope that our response had provided sufficient clarity on each of the points made
in your objection, and has addressed your concerns about this level crossing. If so
we would be grateful if you would kindly let the Department for Transport know by
withdrawing your objection. We look forward to learning your position.
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Meanwhile, if you require further information please do not hesitate to contact me on
the address above or by email to ALCross@networkrail.co.uk , quoting the reference
number provided.

Yours sincerely

j = =

Bridgit Choo-Bennett

Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Team
Network Rail
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