
From: Matthew Scott - PCC 46059547 <Matthew.Scott-PCC@kent.police.uk>  
Sent: 07 April 2021 15:40 
To: SM-Defra-Floods Casework (DEFRA) <FloodsCasework@defra.gov.uk> 
Subject: Leigh Flood Storage Area Public Inquiry and flooding in Yalding 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
I have received the correspondence below from a constituent regarding proposals to expand the 
flood storage area in Tonbridge. He raises concerns about the previous floods in Yalding which are 
well documented and required substantial emergency services involvement. 
 
I would be grateful if you could ensure that the points that he has made is formally noted and 
considered as part of this programme.  
 
Please keep me updated on the progress of this matter. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Matthew Scott 
Kent Police and Crime Commissioner 
 
 
From: Alasdair Robertson <  
Sent: 29 March 2021 16:21 
To: Matthew Scott - PCC 46059547 <Matthew.Scott-PCC@kent.police.uk> 
Cc: Callum Findlay (cmfindlay@yahoo.co.uk) <cmfindlay@yahoo.co.uk>; Edward Raikes 
<eraikes@parsonageoasts.plus.com>; Jane Robertson <jane.robertson@i-three.co.uk>; GRANT, 
Helen <helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk>; chairman@yaldingparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Subject: EXTERNAL - Leigh Flood Storage Area Public Inquiry and flooding in Yalding 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Dear Mathew, 
 

I hope you are well. 
 
I just wanted to bring to your attention an issue of concern for residents of Yalding which 
has the potential to be an important consideration for policing and other emergency 
services.  
 
You may be aware of the proposals to expand the flood storage area in Tonbridge. This 

is broadly welcomed but we believe there are issues that need to be addressed. I wanted 
to bring this to your attention since Yalding floods can and have resulted in major 
incidents with substantial impacts for policing. For example, the major floods in 2013 
resulted in substantial risk to loss of life and the need for emergency evacuations. There 
are further several examples from last winter when the facility was not deployed when 
Yalding was flooding which resulted in disruption and police resources being required at 
short notice.  

 
I’ve attached a document which provides more information, but in summary, while we 
support the extension to the FSA, this MUST be done with appropriate consideration of 
the impacts in Yalding. The current arrangements are that it will be used to benefit 
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Tonbridge ONLY. The 1976 act of parliament stated that it is for the benefit of all 
downstream communities. 
 
We believe that some of these incidents are avoidable or could be mitigated if the facility 
were used such that the Beult and the Medway peaks coincide.  
 
We would be grateful if you would take this point up for us. If you were minded to 

respond the address is FloodsCasework@defra.gov.uk and the deadline for 

submissions is 6th April for a start date on 26th April. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Alasdair Robertson MA(Hons), AORS, SSAf 
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