RE: ROTHER VALLEY RAILWAY - SUBMISSION

My name is Nicholas Anthony Young. | am a Fellow of the Royal Institution of
Chartered Surveyors and have advised Mr. and Mrs. Ainslie, who are the owners of
Moat Farm, Robertsbridge. However, for the avoidance of doubt, | am here in my
personal capacity to make a submission to the Public Enquiry as follows.

On Sunday, 14" January 1962, my father, Geoffrey Aubrey Russell Young, was killed
by a steam locomotive on a level crossing at Bourne End in Buckinghamshire.

The car he was driving stalled on the railway track and the train pushed the car 90
yards down the line. My father was killed and | was a close witness. The fatality

was reported on the front page of the Daily Telegraph the next day.

This left my brother and | without a father and my mother a widow until the day she
died. | had thought, for many years, that this was a “freak” accident as | knew of no
others, however, research reveals that there were 43 people killed 16 years earlier in

a train derailment at the same place.

Graeme Paton of The Times newspaper, reported that Network Rail log the

equivalent of at least one case of level crossing “misuse” every day last year.

In all, 394 incidents were logged in 2017/2018. Five were killed on level crossings
(excluding suicides) and seven vehicles were hit despite £100 million being spent
over the last five years to improve safety. About 1,100 level crossings have been
closed to cut dangers. Network Rail have been criticised for being slow to take
action. Bob Crow, the former General Secretary of the National Union of Rail,
Maritime and Transport Workers Union (RMT) stated that “we have seen only
recently National Rail cannot stop the carnage that is an ever present risk wherever
rail meets road. The only solution is speeding up the phase out of these crossings”.
That is why | have come here today to make the point that the level crossing
proposed over the busy A21 London to Hastings main road will, in all likelihood,
cause accidents and possibly fatalities. For this sole reason it is my submission that
this ill-conceived Rother Valley Railway scheme should not be allowed to proceed.

Thank you.
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