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National Planning Policy Framework 

2. Achieving sustainable development 

7. The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of  

sustainable development. At a very high level, the objective of sustainable  

development can be summarised as meeting the needs of the present without  

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs4. At a  

similarly high level, members of the United Nations – including the United Kingdom  

– have agreed to pursue the 17 Global Goals for Sustainable Development in the  

period to 2030. These address social progress, economic well-being and  

environmental protection5 

4 Resolution 42/187 of the United Nations General Assembly. 

5 Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

14. Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change 

152. The planning system should support the transition to a low carbon future in a  

changing climate, taking full account of flood risk and coastal change. It should help  

to: shape places in ways that contribute to radical reductions in greenhouse gas  

emissions, minimise vulnerability and improve resilience; encourage the reuse of  

existing resources, including the conversion of existing buildings; and support  

renewable and low carbon energy and associated infrastructure.  

Planning for climate change 

153. Plans should take a proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to climate  

change, taking into account the long-term implications for flood risk, coastal  

change, water supply, biodiversity and landscapes, and the risk of overheating from  

rising temperatures53. Policies should support appropriate measures to ensure the  



future resilience of communities and infrastructure to climate change impacts, such  

as providing space for physical protection measures, or making provision for the  

possible future relocation of vulnerable development and infrastructure. 

53 In line with the objectives and provisions of the Climate Change Act 2008. 

154. New development should be planned for in ways that: 

a) avoid increased vulnerability to the range of impacts arising from climate  

change. When new development is brought forward in areas which are  

vulnerable, care should be taken to ensure that risks can be managed through  

suitable adaptation measures, including through the planning of green  

infrastructure; and 

b) can help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, such as through its location,  

orientation and design. Any local requirements for the sustainability of buildings  

should reflect the Government’s policy for national technical standards 

Planning and flood risk 

159. Inappropriate development in areas at risk of flooding should be avoided by  

directing development away from areas at highest risk (whether existing or future).  

Where development is necessary in such areas, the development should be made 

safe for its lifetime without increasing flood risk elsewhere. 


