
WhenIwasastudentinearly70sIread

LimitstoGrowthwhichhighlightedthatthe

earth is notan infinite resource to be

plunderedwithnoregardforthefuture.

Itpredicted thatcontinued economic and

populationgrowth could notbesustained

muchbeyondabout50years.

Wehavehadacceleratedgrowthoverthat

timewithno realinstancesofcontrolon

consumptionnorpopulation.

Wearenow atastagewhereopportunities

to say no to furthergrowth ofactivities

whichmakeaknownlongterm contribution

toclimatechangemustbegrasped.

Itwillhavetohappeninthefuture,which

hopefullywillnotbetoolate,sowhynothere

andnow.

The expansion of the Airport to 12m

represents an increase of33% overits

highesteverpassengerfigure.Thatmeansa

thirdmoreemissionsfrom carjourneys



and aircraft, a third more traffic on

inadequate localroads,and a third more

disruptivenoisetolocalresidents.

Iwanttobeabletosaytomygrandchildren

thatIhelped save theirenvironmentand

planetforthem toenjoy.

WhatIwanttoseeisthatdecisionmakers

alsowanttobeabletositcomfortablyinthe

future.Ratherthanhavetoadmitthatthey

contributedtowardsfurtherdegradationof

local,nationalandglobalenvironments.

Whateverbeliefswehaveweareall,whether

weareahugemultinationaloranindividual,

stewardsofthisplanetandthereforehavea

responsibilitytosecureit'sfuture.

GeorgeMonbiotrecentlywrotethefollowing

IfEarth systemscrosscriticalthresholds,

everythingwedidandeverythingwewere

willbereducedtoalayerofrock.It’snota



smoothandlineartransitionweneed.It’sa

crashcourse.

Itiscrucialtosetaprecidentbysayingnoto

theexpansion,notonlytosupportadecision

madebyademoncraticallyelectedbody,but

sothatotherscanconfidentlyfollowbyalso

sayingnobeforewefollow thefateofthe

dinosaurs in an environmentofourown

making.

Thankyoufortheopportunitytospeakto

you.


