
Extract from Airports Act 1986 (as amended) 

17 Control over constitution and activities of public airport companies. 

(1) Subject to subsection (2), it shall be the duty of the controlling authority of a public airport company to exercise 

their control over the company so as to ensure that at least three of the directors of the company, or at least one-

quarter of their number (whichever is less), are full-time employees of the company who are suitably qualified to 

act as directors of the company by virtue of their experience in airport management. 

(2) Where at any time it appears to the Secretary of State— 

(a) that a public airport company has made arrangements for the management of the airport operated by it to be 

carried on otherwise than through its officers or employees, and 

(b) that any such arrangements are adequate to secure that those participating in the management of the airport 

under the arrangements are suitably qualified to do so by virtue of their experience in airport management, 

the Secretary of State may direct that subsection (1) shall not apply in relation to that company. 

(3) Any direction given by the Secretary of State under subsection (2) may provide— 

(a) that it is to have effect only for such period, or in such circumstances, as may be specified in it, or 

(b) that its continuation in force is to be subject to compliance with such conditions specified in it as the Secretary 

of State thinks fit. 

(4) It shall be the duty of the controlling authority of a public airport company to exercise their control over the 

company so as to ensure that the company does not— 

(a) engage in activities in which the controlling authority have no power to engage, or 

(b) permit any subsidiary of the company to engage in any such activities. 

(5) Where the controlling authority of a public airport company are a composite authority, the duties imposed by 

subsections (1) and (4) are joint duties of both or all of the constituent councils of that authority; and subsection (4) 

shall apply in any such case as if it referred to activities in which none of the constituent councils have power to 

engage. 

(6) In subsection (4)— 

(a) paragraph (a) does not apply in relation to any activity which is a permitted activity in relation to the company 

by virtue of regulations under section 17A, and 

(b) paragraph (b) does not apply in relation to any activity which is a permitted activity in relation to the subsidiary 

by virtue of any such regulations. 

 

Amendment (E.W.): 
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