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YOUR COMMENTS ON THE CASE

To whom it may concern

I strongly oppose the expansion to 19 million passengers at Luton airport and the associated noise and
environmental impacts. There are a number of reasons why I object, ranging from global climate
change to local impacts on air quality, and finally how these proposals would affect me personally.

Global Impacts
Air travel is a significant contributor to global CO2 emissions. It seems that the whole of the argument
the airport have forwarded is that local traffic is a larger contributor. However this seems to really
miss the point, since much of the expansion planned is for optional travel for pleasure. In 2021
researchers at the University of Oxford determined that air travel has contributed 4% to
human-induced global warming to date, and could contribute 0.1°C to global warming by 2050 (Klöwer
et al 2021). This research clearly shows that without action to reduce flights, the sector will account
for 17% of the remaining 0.3°C left in the 1.5°C temperature target, and 6% of the 0.8°C left to stay
within 2°C. Airlines effectively add more to global warming than most countries. Indeed the same
research concluded that due to other atmospheric impacts by aircraft emissions that the carbon
footprint of aviation is between two and three times higher than a conventional carbon footprint.
The Government is committed to Net Zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 via the Climate Change
Act 2008. Although this did not initially include aviation it is clear that global environmental change is
impacted by it and it was recommended they are included by the Committee on Climate Change. This
means the sixth carbon budget includes aviation (UK Government 2021). In this context it is ridiculous
to sponsor the expansion of airports and air travel at a time when the impacts of climate change are
becoming even more apparent, and global CO2 targets have been set to prevent climate change. If we
are to cut carbon emissions by 78% of 1990 by 2035 and net zero by 2050, then the aviation sector
must play its part. ‘Greener fuels’ and increased efficiency alone will not be sufficient, and would
entirely be negated by massive expansions such as these.

Local Air Quality
In terms of local air quality a recent publication by Riley et al (2021) clearly show that in a systematic
review of studies around airports that ultrafine particulate matter (PM2.5 and under) are at
concentrations which can cause long-lasting and serious impacts on the health of those living and
working in the vicinity. Other pollutants such as black carbon and polyaromatic hydrocarbons were also
found to be at concentrations where health impacts could occur.
This is not the only publication to show these impacts, it is simply that this one reviewed over 3,000
articles representing many different airports and sizes, and concluded that airports do in fact impact
the local air quality. Individual studies identify these issues many miles downwind.
Given the latest research on microplastics and tyres (Evangeliou et al 2020) I would also suggest the
airport has not evaluated their local contribution to microplastics in the local (and potentially global)
environment.
It is my opinion therefore the report submitted by Luton Airport evaluating these impacts is wholly
inadequate.

Personal Impact
I have been woken several times in the night by noisy and inappropriately timed aircraft, and we are
resigned as local residents to be regularly woken up around 6am on Mondays and Fridays which I
assume are the busier times of the airport. On top of that we suffer during half-term, Easter and other
holidays with being disturbed throughout the night and early wakening. Noise pollution is recognised
to have a serious impact on health, including annoyance, sleep disturbances and even cardiovascular
impacts (European Environment Agency 2020). This report emphasizes that aircraft noise is more
annoying than road or rail noise. It is barely tolerable currently and I feel if it gets worse we may have
to move as a result, no doubt at great personal cost as our property value will be impacted by the
expansion. It is totally unfair for a commercial enterprise to benefit at the cost of local residents.

Given what I have outlined above, I believe the only course of action is for the Planning Inspectorate to
reject this badly timed and badly stated planned expansion.
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Yours sincerely

Prof. Toni Gladding
Professor of Environmental Health
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