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Tenure data from the Office for National Statistics can be used to understand the
future need for private rented sector housing. However, this will be based on past
trends. The level of changes in rents, (known as “market signals”), may reflect the
demand in the area for private rented sector housing. Evidence can also be
sourced from the English Housing Survey, Office for National Statistics Private
Rental Index, the Valuation Office Agency, HomeLet Rental Index and other
commercial sources.
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How can self-build and custom housebuilding needs be assessed?

Most local planning authorities (including all district councils and National Park
Authorities) are now required to keep a register of individuals and associations of
individuals who are seeking to acquire serviced plots of land in their area in order to
build their own home. The Self-build and Custom Housebuilding (Register)
Regulations 2016 (http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/105/contents/made) set out
these requirements. For further details, see guidance on self-build and custom
housebuilding registers (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/self-build-and-custom-
housebuilding).

To obtain a robust assessment of demand for this type of housing in their area,
local planning authorities should assess and review the data held on registers. This
assessment can be supplemented with the use of existing secondary data sources
such as building plot search websites, ‘Need-a-Plot’ information available from the
Self Build Portal and enquiries for building plots from local estate agents.
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How can student housing needs be assessed?

Strategic policy-making authorities need to plan for sufficient student
accommodation whether it consists of communal halls of residence or self-
contained dwellings, and whether or not it is on campus. Encouraging more
dedicated student accommodation may provide low cost housing that takes
pressure off the private rented sector and increases the overall housing stock.
Strategic policy-making authorities are encouraged to consider options which would
support both the needs of the student population as well as local residents before
imposing caps or restrictions on students living outside university-provided
accommodation. Local Planning Authorities will also need to engage with
universities and other higher educational establishments to ensure they understand
their student accommodation requirements in their area.
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