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PLEASE QUOTE REFERENCE ON ALL CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 
Dear Mr Brier 
 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (as amended) 
Application No: ESS/34/15/BTE/66/01 
Proposal: Details pursuant to Condition 66 (Plan of action for an alternative use or a 
scheme of rehabilitation) of ESS/34/15/BTE.  ESS/34/15/BTE was for "Variation of 
condition 2 (application drawings) of planning permission  
ESS/55/14/BTE to allow amended layout of the Integrated Waste Management  
Facility. The Integrated Waste Management Facility comprising: Anaerobic  
Digestion Plant treating mixed organic waste, producing biogas converted to  
electricity through biogas generators; Materials Recovery Facility for mixed dry  
recyclable waste to recover materials e.g. paper, plastic, metals; Mechanical  
Biological Treatment facility for the treatment of residual municipal and  
residual commercial and industrial wastes to produce a solid recovered fuel; 
De-inking and Pulping Paper Recycling Facility to reclaim paper; Combined  
Heat and Power Plant (CHP) utilising solid recovered fuel to produce electricity,  
heat and steam; extraction of minerals to enable buildings to be partially  
sunken below ground level within the resulting void; visitor/education centre;  
extension to existing access road; provision of offices and vehicle parking; and  
associated engineering works and storage tanks. And approval of details  
required by condition (the details taking account of the proposed amended  
drawings), the conditions sought to be discharged are as follows: 6 (access  
road, cross over points), 13 (Signage, Telecommunications & Lighting at  
Woodhouse Farm complex), 14 (Stack design and finishes), 15 (design details  
and construction materials), 17 (management plan for the CHP), 18 (green roof),  
20 (construction compounds, parking of vehicles), 22 (foul water management),  
23 (surface water drainage and ground water management), 24, (groundwater  



 

 

monitoring), 37 (signs on access road at footpath crossings), 43 (lighting  
scheme during construction), 45 (phasing scheme for access road, retaining  
wall and mineral extraction), 50 (fencing - temporary and permanent), 53  
(ecological survey update), 54 (Habitat Management Plan update), 57  
(landscaping - bunding & planting), 59 (trees, shrubs and hedgerows - 
retention and protection), 60 (tree management and watering adjacent to  
retaining wall), 61 (Woodhouse Farm parking and landscaping), 62 (traffic  
calming measures at River Blackwater for otters and voles) and 63 (access  
road crossing points - lining and signing)" 
Location: Rivenhall Airfield, Coggeshall Road (A120) 
Braintree, CO5 9DF 
 
I refer to your application dated 1 September 2021 in respect of condition 66 of the 
above planning permission. 
 
I hereby approve the details as set out under Option 1 of the Plan Of Action as 
detailed in the covering letter dated 1 September 2021 received on 2 September 
2021 and additional supporting information in email dated 17 November 2021 
(10:387) from RPS with attachment “IWMF High Level Programme v01”, subject to 
the following 2 additional conditions  
 
Condition 69 

Plan of action Option 1 as detailed in letter from RPA dated 1 September 2021 shall 
be implemented in accordance with 
 
a) the conditions of planning permission ESS/34/15/BTE dated 26 February 2016;  
b) any details approved under those conditions or to be approved under those 
conditions;  
 
c) Non Material Amendments References ESS/34/15/BTE/NMA1 and 
ESS/4/15/BTE/NMA2 or any subsequently approved Non Material Amendments; and   
d) the obligations set out in the Section 106 Legal agreement dated 20 October 2009 
as amended by deeds of variations dated 1 December 2014, 26 March 2015 and 26 
February 2016. 
 

Reason: For the avoidance of doubt as to the nature of the development hereby 
permitted, to ensure development is carried out in accordance with the approved 
application drawings, details (except as varied by other conditions), to ensure that the 
development is Sustainable Development and is carried out with the minimum harm 
to the local environment and in accordance with the NPPF, NPPW, Essex Minerals 
Local Plan 2014 (MLP) policies P1, S1, S10, S11, S12, DM1, DM2 and DM3, Essex 
and Southend Waste Local Plan 2017 (WLP) policies 1, 3, 10, 11 and 12, Braintree 
District Local Plan 2013-2033 Section 1 (BLP S1) policy SP 7, Braintree District Core 
Strategy adopted 2011 (BCS) policies CS5, and CS8 and Braintree District Local 
Plan Review 2005 (BDLPR) policies RLP 36, RLP 49, RLP 54, RLP 62, RLP 63, RLP 
64, RLP 65, RLP 71, RLP 72, RLP 80, RLP 81, RLP 84, RLP 87, RLP 90, RLP 100, 
RLP 105 and RLP 106; 



 

 

 

And 
 
Condition 70  

There shall be no beneficial operation of the Combined Heat and Power (CHP) plant 
without all other elements of the Integrated Waste Management Facility (IWMF) i.e. 
Market De Ink Paper Pulp Plant (MDIP) Materials Recycling Facility (MRF), 
Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT) plant, Anaerobic Digestion (AD) plant, Waste 
Water Treatment Plant and all other permitted associated infrastructure having been 
constructed and available for beneficial operation.  For the avoidance of doubt the 
CHP shall not operate without the MDIP utilising the heat and steam directly from the 
CHP. The development as permitted shall be constructed and ready for beneficial 
use by 31 December 2026. 

 

Reason: To ensure the development delivers Sustainable Development in 
accordance with the Development Plan.  To ensure the development operates in an 
integrated manner, in particular that the CHP operates in conjunction with the de ink 
paper pulp plant, such that the facility operates as a combined heat and power facility 
delivering greater efficiency rather than solely generating electricity in accordance 
with WLP policy 11, Resources and Waste Strategy 2018 and The Environment Plan 
for England 2021.  To ensure the development is completed within a reasonable time 
to minimise the impacts from construction and in accordance with  Essex and 
Southend Waste Local Plan 2017 Policies (WLP) 10 & 11, Braintree District Local 
Plan 2013-2033 Section 1 (BLP S1) policy SP 7, Braintree District Core Strategy 
adopted 2011 (BCS) policies CS5, and CS8 and Braintree District Local Plan Review 
2005 (BDLPR) policies RLP 36, RLP 49, RLP 54, RLP 62, RLP 63, RLP 64, RLP 65, 
RLP 71, RLP 72, RLP 80, RLP 81, RLP 84, RLP 87, RLP 90, RLP 100, RLP 105 and 
RLP 106. 
 

I hereby refuse the details as set out under Option 2 of the Plan Of Action as detailed 
in the covering letter dated 1 September 2021 received on 2 September 2021.  The 
reason for refusal is set out below: 
 

It has not been demonstrated that the part development of the IWMF would amount 
to sustainable development contrary to the NPPF and does not accord with the 
Waste and Resource Strategy, The Environment Plan and The Waste Management 
Plan for England and WLP policy 11 in that the EfW would only generate electricity 
rather than utilising the heat directly.  Insufficient information has been submitted to 
determine whether there would be additional adverse environmental effects contrary 
to the WLP policy 10.  Furthermore, because in order to assess whether an EfW only 
generating electricity amounts to Sustainable Development would require a separate 
planning application with relevant supporting information/Environmental Impact 
Assessment to be submitted for such. 

 



 

 

I hereby refuse the details as set out under Option 3 of the Plan Of Action as detailed 
in the covering letter dated 1 September 2021 received on 2 September 2021.  The 
reason for refusal is set out below: 
 

The acceptability of the proposed alternative waste management facilities could only 
be considered by way of a planning application with associated details and where 
necessary Environmental Impact Assessment. 

 

For details on how information will be used and held by ECC please see the County 
Planning Privacy Statement at https://www.essex.gov.uk/county-planning-privacy-
notice/  
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
Graham Thomas - Head of Planning Service 
 
Enquiries to: Claire Tomalin 
Telephone: 03330 136821 
Email: mineralsandwastedm@essex.gov.uk  
Internet: https://planning.essex.gov.uk  
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