
Timeline of Twickenham Riverside “old pool” site,

to include (from 2013 onwards) the “Santander” site

Document prepared Feb 2019. Please also see www.rivercentre.org.uk for detailed site history, to include 
all development proposals 1980-2011.

1935 Twickenham open air pool opened on Council owned land.

[1965-1983: Conservative council]

1981 Pool was closed, the land was fenced off (and some of it remains derelict to this day).

[1983-2001: Liberal Democrat council]

1990 The Council proposed the sale of the site to Mecca Bingo. Local people protested that 
the land should be preserved for public use and not sold off. 

1990 Marks and Spencers (planning application: 90/1213/FUL. See Appendix: visuals) 
tried to develop the land. Local opposition led to a public enquiry by the Dept of Environment. 
Planning permission was refused. 

1996 A competition set up by the Council was won by Alsop Zogolovitch.

Jan 1999 A new scheme with 39 flats, six restaurants, shops, 450-seat auditorium, three 
cinemas was produced.  This met with public opposition.

April 1999 A revised smaller scheme with an open air arena is rejected by the public.

Oct 1999 A revised scheme, denser than the 1990 M&S scheme, is rejected.

Jan/Feb 2000 Local groups were asked to form Working Parties to look at ideas for resolving 
the challenges of redevelopment, to include vehicle movement and parking.

A further two schemes were produced.

Summer 2000 The Council ended its relationship with Alsop Zogolovitch.

Sept 2000 The Council offered a Brief to Dawnay Day (who own the shops and flats on King 
Street that back onto the pool site).

March 2001 The Council agreed to proceed with Dawnay Day to build 40 flats, a health and 
fitness club and a three-screen cinema (planning application: 01/2584. See Appendix: 
visuals).

March 2002 Following a Planning Committee meeting that ended at 12.45a.m. and drew a crowd 
of protestors both inside and outside the large hall, the Dawnay Day scheme was given planning 
permission.

http://www.rivercentre.org.uk
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[2002-2006: Conservative council]

June 2002 The newly elected Council announced a public enquiry. The G.O.L. (Government 
Office for London) ordered an Environmental Impact Assessment.

July 2002 The Council ended its relationship with Dawnay Day. 

2003 A new competition called “Twickenham Challenge” was launched.

2004 Planning permission was granted to demolish some of the old pool buildings.

2005 A new landscaped space called the Jubilee Gardens (a playground and cafe) were 
opened.

[2006-2010: Liberal Democrat council]

2006-2009 Under the newly elected Council, the Environment Trust for Richmond-upon-
Thames was chosen from the Twickenham Challenge. 

Its plans (see Appendix: visuals) involved enabling development across the pool site of 32 houses 
and flats to pay for the shell of a River Centre, which would subsequently be kitted out and run by 
the Environment Trust. 

Local protest groups strongly opposed the enabling development and questioned the viability of 
the kitting out and running of the River Centre by the Environment Trust and the solvency of the 
development company, Countryside Properties. The Council made the scheme an election 
issue.

[2010-2018: Conservative council]

2010  The newly elected Council ended its relationship with Countryside.

2011 Plans were drawn up to open up a large section of the pool site to create a grassed area and 
paved public square, with the children's playground, cafe and toilets remaining where they were. 

Temporary planning permission was given to the Twickenham Riverside Terrace Group 
(active since 1990) who had lodged the above plan two years earlier.

June 2012 The Diamond Jubilee Gardens were opened by Princess Alexandra.

2013 The Council purchased the adjoining land between the Embankment and King Street 
occupied by shops, offices and a car park. 

May 2014 A 125-year lease was given to the newly formed Twickenham Riverside Trust,  
made up of local people, many of whom had been engaged in protecting the ‘pool’ site for the 
previous three decades.  The Trust is a Charitable Trust.

2015 A competition was held and the architect Francis Terry was chosen by the Council to 
develop the remaining derelict portion of the pool site and newly acquired site. 



See ‘Twickenham Redevelopment > Twickenham Riverside Development > Previous documents and 
reports’ for visuals of the five schemes detailed below. See also Appendix: visuals for site plans.

Winter 2015 The initial scheme was rejected by the public. 

Summer 2016 Workshop consultations

Autumn 2016 An amended initial scheme and two alternative schemes (all by 
Francis Terry) were put forward for public consultation.

Autumn 2017 Revised scheme (Francis Terry/Carey Jones Chapman Tolcher) 
put forward for consultation

March 2018 Planning permission (planning application: 17/4213/FUL) granted subject 
to agreement by the Environment Agency re flooding and the under-podium car park.

[2018 - present: Liberal Democrat council]

May 2018  The newly elected Council ended its relationship with Francis Terry, and withdrew the 
planning application.

Jan 2019 RIBA Competitions engaged to work with the Council and Stakeholders to develop a 
Design Brief

APPENDIX: VISUALS

Marks and Spencer/YMCA 1991

Dawnay Day 2001

Countryside 2006-9

Francis Terry 2015-18













Francis Terry 2015 (Autumn)



Francis Terry 2016 (Autumn)

Proposal 1
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