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Rebuttal - Witness 1 Peter O’Brien 

 

Mr O’Brien at paragraph 15.93 in his overview refers to a list of correspondence which he claims I 

should have received and responded to, but has not provided copies of in his evidence.  I have the 

following concerns with this list: 

 

1. I am generally careful to retain copies of correspondence and have attempted to locate the items 

described by Mr O’Brien.  I am able to trace emails back to January 2018 which is when I 

upgraded IT equipment.  I cannot easily locate copies of email traffic before this date.   

2. I was unable to locate a paper copy of the letter which is meant to have been sent to me on 6 

October 2016; however, in his appendices he gives a different date, 10 June 2016 (page 128 of 

appendices).  I also cannot locate a paper copy of a letter thus dated. 

3. I have been able to locate a screenshot of the letter dated 3 April 2018 which is pasted at the end 

of this document (Exhibit 1).  This shows the logos of Lendlease and Haringey Council with equal 

prominence so it is not clear which organisation it is from.  The letter greeting is “Dear 

Neighbour” and no individual recipient address is at the top.  It is signed off by a Richard Fagg 

but does not indicate who he works for.  The letter makes no reference to opening negotiations 

to purchase my home. 

4. I have been unable to locate paper or email copies of the letters that the council claims to have 

sent to me in November 2021, March 2022 and November 2022. 

5. I have already stated the PDF copy of the letter dated November 2022, sent to me on an email on 

16 May 2023, appeared to have been created on 2 May 2023.  This was visible in the document 

properties, which I have pasted as a screenshot at the end of this document (Exhibit 2). 

6. Mr O’Brien states that the letter sent to me in January 2023 received no response.  However, this 

was the letter which included the statutory information about how to lodge an objection to the 

Compulsory Purchase Order.  I lodged that objection with the Department of Levelling Up, 

Housing and Communities on 6 March 2023.  I notified the council that I had done so, and I 

believe I have therefore responded clearly to that letter. 

7. On 30 March 2023 I responded by email to an email sent on 27 March 2023 by Lewis Cooper on 

behalf of Scott Mundy.  This is omitted from Mr O’Brien’s list. 

8. Scott Mundy emailed me on 24 April 2023, specifically to try to arrange a meeting.  As Mr 

O’Brien has noted I responded on 28 April 2023.  That is the first occasion that I was contacted 

directly and individually to open discussions, as opposed to the generic bulk letters previously 

described (including the letters the council claims to have sent by which I cannot locate). 

9. Scott Mundy emailed me on 16 May 2023 with a proposed offer price for my home.  That is the 

first attempt to have any sort of discussion with me about specific terms of purchase.  At this 

point I was in the process of seeking legal advice and contacting surveyors who might be able to 

advise on valuation. I responded by email initially on 30 May 2023 and have done so further on 2 

July 2023, 18 July 2023, 2 August 2023, 6 August 2023, 30 August 2023 and 1 September 2023.  

Further correspondence is now being conducted via representatives of Ardent Management 

Limited, surveyors.  There has been no shortage of responses from me. 

10. Scott Mundy also contacted me by email on 30 May 2023 about format of the service of the 

council’s statement of case to which I responded by email on 31 May 2023. 

11. I therefore refute that I have been uncommunicative.  It is clear from Mr O’Brien’s list in his 

appendices that I was not difficult to contact by letter or email, and from my clarifications above, 

I have frequently responded.  It is furthermore my contention that the contact only became 

direct and specific after the CPO notice was served in January 2023.  Until then, the onus was put 

on me to make contact about a process which I was not looking for. The council wanted to 

purchase my home and should have been specific and direct in making contact with me. 

 



Exhibit 1 – letter dated March 2016 from Lendlease and Haringey Council 

 

 
 

 

  



Exhibit 2 – document properties of letter dated 14 November 2022 

 

 
 

 


