
 
 

 

Emily Catcheside 
Oxfordshire County Council 
Planning Department 
County Hall,  
New Road, 
Oxford 
OX1 1ND 
 
Your reference: R3.0138/21 
Our reference: 10053286 
 
 
 
 
Dear Emily, 
 
MOD Safeguarding-RAF Benson 
 
Proposal: The dualling of the A4130 carriageway (A4130 Widening) from the Milton Gate 

Junction eastwards, including the construction of three roundabouts, A road bridge 
over the Great Western Mainline (Didcot Science Bridge) and realignment of the 
A4130 north east of the proposed road bridge including the relocation of a lagoon; - 
Construction of a new road between Didcot and Culham (Didcot to Culham River 
Crossing) including the construction of three roundabouts, a road bridge over the 
Appleford railway sidings and road bridge over the River Thames; - Construction of a 
new road between the B4015 and A415 (Clifton Hampden bypass), including the 
provision of one roundabout and associated junctions; and - Controlled crossings, 
footways and cycleways, landscaping, lighting, noise barriers and sustainable 
drainage systems. 

 
Location:  A linear site comprising a corridor between the A34 Milton Interchange and the B4015 

north of Clifton Hampden including part of the A4130 east of the A34 Milton 
Interchange, land between Didcot and the former Didcot A Power Station and the 
Great Western Mainline, land to the north of Didcot where it crosses a private railway 
sidings and the River Thames to the west of Appleford-on-Thames before joining the 
A415 west of Culham Station, land to the south of Culham Science Centre through to 
a connection with the B4015 north of Clifton Hampden 

 
Grid Ref:   452596,193664 
                           
Thank you for consulting the Ministry of Defence (MOD) on the above development.  
 
The applicant is seeking full planning permission for the dualling of the A4130 carriageway (A4130 
Widening) from the Milton Gate Junction eastwards, including the construction of three 
roundabouts, A road bridge over the Great Western Mainline (Didcot Science Bridge) and 
realignment of the A4130 north east of the proposed road bridge including the relocation of a 
lagoon; - Construction of a new road between Didcot and Culham (Didcot to Culham River 
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Crossing) including the construction of three roundabouts, a road bridge over the Appleford 
railway sidings and road bridge over the River Thames; - Construction of a new road between the 
B4015 and A415 (Clifton Hampden bypass), including the provision of one roundabout and 
associated junctions; and - Controlled crossings, footways and cycleways, landscaping, lighting, 
noise barriers and sustainable drainage systems. 
 
The application site falls within statutory aerodrome height, technical and birdstrike safeguarding 
zones associated with RAF Benson and is within 9.12km from the centre of the airfield. 
 
Aerodrome height and technical safeguarding zones 
 
The proposed development site occupies the statutory height and technical safeguarding zones 
that ensure air traffic approaches and the line of sight of navigational aids and 
transmitters/receivers are not impeded. The airspace above and around aerodromes is 
safeguarded to maintain an assured, obstacle free environment for aircraft manoeuvre. 
 
Birdstrike safeguarding zone 
 
Within this zone, the principal concern of the MOD is that the creation of new habitats may attract 
and support populations of large and, or, flocking birds close to the aerodrome. 
 
After reviewing the documents provided, I can confirm that the MOD has no objections to this 
proposal. 
 
I trust this is clear however should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Kalie Jagpal 
Assistant Safeguarding Manager 
 


